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DearDear HowardIfoward ,exceptforI have been living in this village for many years all alone except
forgotlostMr.. Wally Morton , who was an old VISTA volunteer who got
lost up here In) n 1970 and never got evacuated . We didn'tdidnt' use toto-

have
to-

havehave much to do in the evenings until one day when the mail plane
droppedplanedroppeda bundle ofofmagazinesmagazines which all turned out to be thethe-

the
the-

thethe same - AN ACT (PublicPubhc Law 92-203)92203)20392.203)92.20392203-. ) . Wally read one copycopy-
and

copy-
andand then toldtoldmeme that it had a lot to do with my life and my
futuremyfuturehere in10 Alaska , so we read it together in the evenings toto-

practice
to-

practicepractice our lessons . You see he is teaching me English and I amam-

teachmg
am-

teachingteachingteachmg him Eskimo and we use AN ACT as the text.. So far itit-

has
it-

hashas been pretty one-sidedonesided- because AN ACT doesn'tdoesnt' have anyany-
Eskimo

any-
EskimoEskimo language in10 itIt.. In fact , as Wally explainsexplams what AN ACTACT-

says
ACT-

sayssays to me this11m seems pretlypretty logical , because as far as AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives ( lhatthat is what we Eskimos , Aleuts , TlmgitsThngltsThngits , HaidasHaldas ,

AthabaskansAtliabaskans , etc . are calledcalledinin10 AN ACT ) are concernedconcernedItit doesdoes-

seem
does-

seem to one-sidedonesidedone-sldedsldedsided . He that there alolalot ofseem pretty one .;- says is ofmoneymoney
( $ $ $ $ ) involvedmvolved but then Wally always has been a bit moremore-
mterested

more-
interestedmteresledmterestedinterested in dollars lhanthan in10 land , walerwater , animals , and such-hkesuchhkesuch-lIkelIke- .

To hear him explainexpiam it they all involve buyingbuYlOg , selling , and worldworld-
markets

world-
marketsmarkets , and I am just an old Eskimo man who does not knowknow-

much
know-

muchmuch about these complicated thingsthlOgs .

But there are a few thingsthiftgs that oneonene man can say to another oldold-
man

old-
manman which I'llIll'' try to pass on to you to see what youyou-youthink"'- think . AsAs-

there
As-

therethere were many new and difficult words in AN ACT we readread-
Section

read-
SectionSection 3 on DEFINITIONSDEFINII10NS first.. The very first word defined inin-

AN
in-

ANAN ACT is "SecretarySecretary" " which does not mean a woman whowho-
operated

who-
operatedoperatedoperatedaa typewriter andandmakesmakes decisions for the Boss in anan-

office
an-

officeoffice as I hadhadalwaysalways been told . This "SecretarySecretary" " is the BossBoss-

of
Boss-

ofof the Interior Department .. I wonder who writes his lellersletters andand-

mal.es
and-

makesmakesmal-.esmal.esmal.eses-. decisions for him like all the olherother Bosses ? Anyway thisthis-
"Secretary

this-
"Secretary"SecretarySecretary" " seems to be extremely important sinceslOce he is thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst person defineddefinedinin10 AN ACT and apparently gets to make mostmost-
of

most-
ofof Ihethe imporlantImportant decisions . For example , in Section 3 of AN ACTACT-
Itit says thaithat a Native is someone who has YV4> Native blood or if notnot-
that

not-
thatthaithat then someone who is recognized by olherother Natives as a NaliveNativeNative-
and

Native-
andand who has one parenlparent that is also recognizedrecognizedasas a Native . ThenThen-
ItilIt says in Sec . 3 ( b) : Any decision of Ihethe Secretary regardingregardlOgregardlOg-
eligibIlity

regarding-
eligibilityeligibility for enrollment shall be final ; "soso" Wally was wondering ifIf-

he
if-

hehe was a friendfriendofof the Secretary could he be enrolled as a Native .

As for memel, I was wondering if the Secretary didn'tdidnt' like me could hehe-

prevent
he-

preventprevent me from being enrolled as a Native ? Then I got to wonderwonder-wonder-
ing

wonder-
ing

¬-

ing what about someone with YtY4 Native blood that other NativesNatives-
did

Natives-
diddiddidnotnot recognize as a Native ? I mean is a Native a Native or isis-

Native
E<

Native someone the "SecretarySecretary" " says is a Native ? How muchmuch-
Native

much-
NativeNative blood does the "SecretarySecretary" " need to be able to decide who isis-

a
is-

aa Native ? And who were the Natives who decided that the "SecreSecre"Secre-"Secre-
tary

"Secre-
tary

" ¬-

tary " could decide who NalivesNatives were ?

writingdownThis is allaU very difficulldtfficultdifficult to me , Howard , so I will be writing
down some more of the questions about AN ACT that areare-
bothering

are-
botheringbothering me and sending them on to you . Many thanks and II-

hope

I-

hopehope all is well with you .

Your Native friend ,

Naugga Ciunerput

-

Litfletters
---;-- ---;- -;--;----

from
-- ;;N.Here;;;.;and;;ihl;:There;.;;

> > . ... ..................................NNJ.....!*
,When You AnswerA nswer Back ,. You Get a Good Lickine9LickinJLicking{ '

Nulato , AlaskaAlaska-

March
Alaska-

MarchMarch 2929,1973291973, 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Friend , Mr . Howard Rock ,

the Editor :

Well , as long as you wantwant-

me
want-

meme to write , I'llIll"IIII" ' write . The firstfirst-

thing
first-

thingthing I learned before I couldcould-

write
could-

writewrite my name was Catechism ;

who made the world ; also thethe-

ten
the-

tenten commandments . The fifthfifth-

was
fifth-

waswas , "ThouThou" Shalt not steal..
r""> butbut-

the
but-

thethe fourth was , "HonorHonor" thythy-

father
thy-

fatherfather and mother .."
We had two different teachersteachers-

for
teachers-

forfor Catechism . One day thethe-

Sisters
the-

SistersSisters , one day the priest . WeWe-

prayed

We-

prayedprayed four to six times a day .

the first thing they taught usus-

was
us-

waswas never to answer back , ififwewewe-

did
we-

diddid , we got a good licking .

My Mom and Dad also told

me , help the old people , andand-

listen

and-

listenlisten to them . So as I waswas-

growing

was-

growinggrowing up I started to helphelp-

people
help-

peoplepeople build boats , sleds , canoescanoes-

or
canoes-

oror boats , and I watch andand-

measured
and-

measuredmeasured everything they werewere-

dOing
were-

doingdoing . That'sThats' how I learnedlearned-

everything
learned-

everythingeverything I know . I huntedhunted-
with

hunted-
withwith them when I was ten yearsyears-

old
years-

oldold in the fall for bear - thatthat-

is

that-

isis , bear in the den . CampingCamping-
forfor days , a month . The youngyoung-young-

est
young-

est

¬-

est one had to build a campfire ,,

and I was the one .

The first snowfallsnowfal.lsnowfall. in the fall ,

or ramrain ,
I was the one to get upup-

to
up-

toto build a fire . Sometimes II-

had

I-

hadhad a hard time to build a firefire-

while
fire-

whilewhile 12 older people werewere-

sleeping

were-

sleepingsleeping , waiting for coffee andand-

dried
and-

drieddrieddriedfish'fishfish-fish'- . That was all wewe-

carned

we-

carriedcarriedcarned or had left . That waswas-

when

was-

whenwhen we didn'tdidnt' get the bear .

Nowadays I build a canoe ,

sled , boat in front of my househousf: .

The high school kids come backback-

from
back-

fromfrom school don'tdont' even stop toto-

say
to-

saysay hello or nothing , they justJust-
pass

just-

passpass by hanging on to the girl..

Is that what they are buildingbUildangbUildang-

schools
building-

schoolsschools for ? This is why I don'tdontdon't-
like

don't-
like

'

like schools .

I was down at Kaltag forfor-

Christmas
for-

ChristmasChristmas , also New Years atat-

Huslia
at-

HusliaHushaHuslia , also here . There areare-

ten
are-

tenten graders here and there . TheyThey-

can't
They-

can'tcan'tcant' even haul a load ofofwoodwoodwood-
to

wood-
toto keep warm in their houses .

Now that'sthats' what theirther, parentsparents-
told

parents-
toldtold me . That'sThats' why I'mImf'mfm' writingwriting-
toto you about the school buildbuild-build-
ings

¬.-

ings .

I went to school four hourshours-
aa day . That was too much forfor-
me

for-
meme . I had to hook up mymy-

Continued

my-

Continued(Continued on pagopage 8)881)

Tom Richards , Jr'sJrs.' ColumnColumn--ColumnA-

uthor

ColumnA-

uthor

--
Author Recalls Poignant Grandparental RelationshipsRelationships

( c) 1973 byby-

THOMAS
by-

THOMASTHOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

OLONGAPO CITY - EveryEvery-

man
Every-

manman must meet some individualindividual-
during

individual-
duringduring his lifetime with whomwhom-
he

whom-
hehe develops a very specialspecIalrerere-rere-

lationship
re-

lationship
¬-

lationship , one whichwhichISis of greatgreat-
value

great-
valuevalue at first and one whichwhich-

provides
which-

providesprovides memoriesmemones whichwluch areare-

cherished
are-

cherishedcherished even more each timetime-

they
time-

theythey are recalled . Some peoplepeople-
must

people-
mustmust waitwalt an entire lifetimehfetune toto-

discover
to-

discoverdiscover suchsuchaa relationshiprelatlOnslup .

1IIWJSIwaswasWJS very fortunate to findfll1dfll1d-

three
find-

threethree ofofmymy best friendsfnends amongamong-

my
among-

mymy memoriesmemones of my grandgrand-grand-

parents
¬.-

parents , and to have knownknown-
them

known-
themthem very wellwelluntiluntil they werewere-

gone
were-

gonegone . Many people like'ikeike' toto-

remember
to-

rememberremember those they have lovedloved-

who
loved-

whowho are now dead . In thisthis-

column
this-

columncolumn , I want to includemclude rere-rere-

collections
re-

collections
¬-

collections of my grandparentsgrandparents-
from

grandparents-
fromfrom a bookbookwhichwhichwhichISis now in11111-

1preparation
in-

preparationpreparation . The first , "AttatahAttatah" "
is excerpted from one chapter ..

The second , "AhnahAhnah"AtinahAtinah" " is from aa-

collectIon
a-

collectioncollection of poetry .

ATTATAHATTATAIIATTATAiATTATAH-
Events

ATTATAII-
Events

ii-

EventsEvents in10 my life have rarelyrarely-

occured
rarely-

occuredoccuredoccuredasas I planned . ThreeThree-

weeks
Three-

weeksweeks before ChristmasChnstmas , mymy-

Attatah
my-

AttatahAttatah ( grandfathergrandfatI1er ) dies in10 thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks hospital .. HeIle waswas-

Dad's
was-

Dad'sDad'sDads' father and the last ofofmymymy-

grandparents
my-

grandparentsgrandparents to die . HisIlis bodybody-

was
body-

waswas returned to KotzebueKotzebuc forfor-

the
for-

thethe funeral
funeralThe
The flight home was the longlong-long-

est
long-

est
¬-

est of my life . I am remindedremmdedremmded-
of

reminded-
ofofofItit every time I hear SiouxSioux-

slOger

Sioux-

singersingerslOger Floyd Westerman'sWestermans' songsong-

about
song-

aboutabout the return of hisIllsfits mother'smothersrnother'srnothersmother's-
body

rnother's-
body

'

body home for burialbunal . "OnlyOnly"Only-
tmtyfive

"Only-
thirtyfive

"
thirty-fivethirtyfivetmty-fivetmty! - more miles and you- 'llyou- llyou- 'lyo- ulyou- 'llyou- llyou'll- be']
be free ," sings Floyd . I knewknew-

that
knew-

thatthat I wouldwouldnotnot return toto-

school
to-

schoolschool.. I knew I diddJddJdnotdidnotnot wantwant-

to
want-

toto be a lawyer..

Altaian'sAltaiansAttatah'sAttatahs' body restedrestedinin10 thethe-

newlybuilt
the-

newlybuiltnewly-builtnewlybuilt- FriendsFnends ChurchChurchnearnearnear-

the
near-

thethe center of the village . OutOut-Out-

side
Out-

side
¬-

side , the ground was brown andand-

grassy
and-

grassygrassy . Kotzebue diddidnotnot getget-

much
get-

muchmuch snow that winterwlOter.. TheThe-

wind
The-

windwind blew coldcoldandand dry airaIr-

from
air-

fromfrom the Chukchi Sea acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe village . ItI twaswas refreshingrefreshlOg ,

but the reason for my returnreturn-
spoiled

return-
spoiledspoiled my homecominghomecommg .

I was disappointeddlsappolOted that thethe-

funeral
the-

funeralfuneral couldcouldnotnot take place in101-
0the

in-

thethe oldoldchurchchurchchurchwherewhere AttatahAttatah-
had

Attatah-
hadhad played hisfits violinvlOllO duringdunngdunng-
services

during-

servicesservices for most of hisIllsfits adultadult-

life
adult-

lifelife . Helie looked completely atat-

rest
at-

restrest , as if ready for death . II-

remember

I-

rememberremember admiring that disdis-dis-

tinguished
dis-

tinguished
¬-

tinguished crop of white hair

-
and his hands .

My earliest memories are ofof-

his
of-

hishis hands . HelieIle would callcallmeme toto-

him
to-

himhim with them , to10 his rockingrocl-.ingrocl.ingrocl.ingingrocl.ing-
chair

rocking-
chair

-.
chair , With his big hands , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould lift11ft me to hisIlls kneeI-.neeI.neeI.neenee-.
. AndAnd-

with
And-

withwith his1115 hands , helie would seesee-

how
see-

howhow much I had grown . WhenWhen-

he
When-

liehelie saw that I was stillstili growinggrowmg ,

helie would gringnn and laugh . WhenWhen-

he
When-

liehelie laughed , hisIllstits hands wouldWQuldWQuld-

laugh
would-

laughlaugh too on my shouldershouldcrs .

Hisills hands were those ofofaof-

netmaker
of-

netmaker
a

netmaker Skilled andandstrongstrong ,

they appearedappearedrCJdyappearedreadyreadyrCJdy to10 stitchtltchstitch-

another
, tltch-

anotheranother sturdy knot.. AttatahAttatah-
became

Attatah-
becamebecame blindblindasas a young manmJnmJn-
Ills

man-

fitshisIllsfits handshJnds were very importantImportant-
toto him111m . And , to metile , they were"crecre"cre-
hJ.e

were-
like

,"
likehJ.ehJe. InsIllsfits grin or hisIusfits voicesoiceolce . II-

watched

I-

watchedwatched hisIus hands like otherother-
people

other-
peoplepeople watched eyes .

TdwardTowardT ward the end of hisIus life ,

after his1mfits wife died ,. many of hisIusIus-

fnends
his-

friendsfriendsfnends were gone . When liehehe-

found
lie-

foundfoundfoundanan old friendfnend , they talkedtalked-

about
talked-

aboutabout .thethe. way of life in thethe-

north
the-

northnorth . Few were leftleftwhowho knewknew-

stones
knew-

storiesstonesstories of the days of KotzcbueKotlCbueKotzebueKotlCbue-
EskImos

Kotzebue-
EskimosEskimos .

I can hardly remember whatwhat-

sounds
. hathat-

soundssounds came fromfront that househouse-
before

house-
beforebefore Effie died . After sheshe-
dlCd

she-

dieddieddlCd , and he was alone muchmuch-

of
much-

ofof the time , the only soundssounds-
were

sounds-
werewere of hisIus rockingrocl-.mgrocl.mgrocl.mgmg-. chairchalf , andand-

the
and-

thethe chimescllImes from hisIlls clock , oror-

the
or-

thethe windwmdwmdIfwindififIfItit was blowingblowmg .

Altaian'sAltaiansAttatah'sAttatahs' was the mostmmt peacepeace-peace-
ful

peace-
ful

¬-

ful house in10 the villagevrllJge towardtmtoward-
the

( ard
thele end Sometimes , helie likedliJ.edliJed. toto-

play
to-

playplay hisIllS violin . Helie would playplay-

aa jig or a hymm thatthJt some oldold-

trader
old-

tradertrader taught himhUll many yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago . It always sounded goodgood-
As

good-
AsAs helie played , hisIlls fingers danceddanced-
and

danced-
andand hisIllStits headheadnoddednodded and hisIlls faceface-

would
face-

wouldwould grimacegnmace .

When helie finishedfin I hed , he wouldwould-

grlO

would-

gringringrlO and laughJaugh , and I wouldwouldaskaskask-

111m

ask-

filmhim111mfilm to play some more . II-

always

I-

alwaysalways loved to ask him111m to playplay-
for

play-
forfor me .

Helie stopped when helie got tired ,

and rockedrockedInin InsIllsfits chair , andand-

sometimes
and-

sometimessometimes helie would fallfallasleepasleep .

When I was smallsmJIl: , I wouldwoud; shakeshake-

lum
shake-

himhimlum awake loto ask for the moneymoney-
he

money-
hehe always gave me for crackercracker-
jacks

cracker-
jacksjacks .

AcluallyActually , I never rejllyreally diddid-

shake
did-

shakeshake himfilm , I just made aJ noisenOise-
and

noise-
andand he would tell me to waitWJltWJlt-
while

wait-
whilewhile helie opened his comcoin pursepurse-
to

purse-
toto give me a quarter WhenWhen-
II got older , I let himfilm sleep . II-

I

I-

II would sneak out and fix thethe-

wooden
the-

woodenwooden latch Now hisIllsfits house isI-
Sboarded

is-

boardedboarded up .

Sometimes , as I stopstopwhilewhile

-
passing , 1I try to fool myselfmyselfmtomyselfintointomtomto-
tlllnkmg

into-
thinkingthinkingtlllnkmg that I could hear thethe-

violIn
the-

violinviolin or the chair or chimes ofof-

the
of-

thethe clockclod" . . But IIalwaysalways stopstop-
as

stop-
asas I pass . IIwishwish that I hadhad-

asl.ed
had-

askedaskedasl-.edasl.edasl.eded-. himlum more about the oldold-

tUlles
old-

timestimestUlles in KotzebueKot7cbue , and IIwlIwishwishwlwish-

that
hh-

thatthaithat I knewI-.newI.newI.newnew-. how to singsl1g! hisIusIus-

songs
his-

songssongs
songsHis

HisIlls death wasWJS more thanIhJn thethe-

los
the-

losslosslos ofofaa relativerelJtlve HeIllIle' hadhJdhJdJhadaaJ ver\vervcnver-

special
veryvery-

special
\

specialpeclJI wisdom winchwhich IIsh.tllshallsh.tllshtll'hihish.tll-

spend
' ,. l

spendpend the rest ol01of immlily liteIIlelife tryingtrY1l1gtrY1l1g-

tu
trying-

tototu deldct1l1edefineme The gravelgrlvelgrlvelandgraveland, and dirtdirt-

ofol01of beautiful Kot/ebueKotebueKotlehueKotzebueKotzebueearth/ earthe.nthenthe.nthIearthwas. was\\IIwas-

lead
\\ ,

leadleJdleJdInleadinin my handl1Jnd when. hen 1I threwthre\\threthre-

It

threw-

it
\

it on his1mfits corcolflllcoffinfin IIromInunmmromnun him111mturn ,
II-

have

I-

havehave somethingornetllll1g tli.ittliitthltthat., mustOll!', ( alwaiIJalwaysalways-

he
,iI\iI\'. J >} s

behe aJ greatgrelt, partpMt ol01of mIllilly>} hieIIleliteIIle-

Kotzebue
lite-

KotzebueKotzebue villagersvill.lger\vill.lgervill.lgerkl1e. \ knewkl1e\\kl1ekl1ehun\\ himhun .isisasas-

Johnny
.. ,

Johnny RichardsRlcl1.ndRlcl1nd. , To mel11efile ,. he is1\11-

AttJtah
is-

Attatah
\

AttatahAttJtahAttatah-

AlAII\'AIIAII'AIIAl I N\'A I II-

NoNo sacredsJcred songongsong-

or
ong-

oror prettypre ( ty sunsetsunset-

ever
u me (

ever soothedsouthed my soulsoul-

as
ouloul-

asas muchl11uchl11uchamuchasasa watchingwatc/llngwatcllngwatcllng-
Ahnah

watching-
Ahnah

/
Ahnah comb her hairhair-

No

hair-

NoNo skinskl11skin-

many
skl1-

1many

skin-

manymany decades youngeryounger-
ever

younger-
ever

younger-
everever felltellfelt so soilsottsoft andJndJnd.Jrmandwarmwarm\.Jrm.Jrmwarm-

as
warm-

as
\'. .Jrm-

asas fromfront the turnfirmturn-

gentle
Ifirm-

gentle
HI11HI1-

1gentlegentle graspgrJspgrasp-

from
grJsp-

frotl1

grasp-

fromfromfrotl1 Ahnah'sAhnahsAhnali'sAhnalisAhnJh '\ handsh.lI1(1\h.lI11h.lI1(1hlI11hands-
No

h.lI1(1-

No
hands-

No
. (\

No laughterlaughter-
was

lJughlaughter-
was

terter-

aswas\\-asas\- suchsudl love andJlld truth ,

heardhearheardabundantlyabundantlyabundantly-
as

Jbun antlyantly-

aasa Ahnah'sAhnahsAhnlh, ''> mirthnllfth .

No smilesnlllesmile-

was
snllle-

was
smile-

waswas ever soo generousgenerougenerous-
from

.

from ejeseyese ) e , lips , andandHlI1klewrinkles\HlI1kleHlI1klewrinkles-
and

wrinkles-
and

\ ,
andJnd so easyCJsy totu returnreturn-
as

return.-

IS

return-
asas.ISIS. Ahnah'sAhnahsAhr1.lh'sAhr1.lhsAhr1lhs. ' smilesmile-

No

smile-

NoNoNu hie1I1elifehie-

was
life-

was 'was ever asa beautifullybeautifully-
summed

beautifully-
summed

beautifully-
summedsummed
summedin
in111 such a peaceful visagevisage-
asas Ahnah'sAhnahsAhnals'sAhnalssAh nail'snails'' deathdea th .
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