
spill cleanup
lowers jobless
rate in alaska

the cleanup effort followingfollow mg the ex-
xon valdez oil spill continued to make
its mark on alaskasalanskas economy as the
statewide unemployment rate recorded
its lowest rate since the construction
of the trans alaska pipeline accord-
ing to the alaska department of
labor

alaska s unemployment rate
dropped 070.70 7 of a percentage point to
7 percent inin june the lowest rate in
1989 and the lowest recorded
unemployment rate during any time
sincesince the summer of 1976 according
to john boucher a juneau labor
department economist

clearly this is the best labor
market we have seen for the alaskan
job seeker inin quite some time
boucher said

even though many of the jobs
created are located inin the spill cleanup
area effects of the additional employ-
ment opportunities have swept across
nearly every region of the state
unemployment rates are down
significantly inin anchorage fairbanks
kenai and the matsumat su borough

while alaskasalanskas unemployment rate
isis edging closer to the national rate
the statewide unemployment rate re-
mainsmains higher than the national
average the comparable unemploy-
ment rate for the united states in june
was 555.55 5 percent

not surprisingly the valdez
cordova area had one of the lowest
unemployment rates of any area inin the
state only 454.54 5 percent of the labor
force in the valdez cordova census
area was unemployed inin june last
year the unemployment rate in the
area was nearly twice that

alaskasalanskas nonagricultural wage and
salary employment numbers showed
that more than 10000 jobs were added
to alaska s economy from may to
june


