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the soviet aircraft were escortedftomescorted from the point they entered alaskan airspace

two mig 29s AN 225 landand1

atateelmendorfI1 Meadorfhdorf for refuelingrefaelingueling
by don hoak
for the tundra times

anotherchaptcranother chapter in soviet american
relations has been written for the first
time in 44 years soviet military air-
craft flew into alaskan airspace on a
friendly mission

the occasion was the arrival of two
soviet mig29 fighters and an
AN 225 transport

the planes made a refueling stop at
elmendorfelmendorfairElmendor airfAir force base aug 6 on
their way to the abbotsfordbotsfordAb interna-
tional air show in vancouver BC

the arrival also marked the ffirstarstirst
time that either aircraft has landed in
north america

representatives from the US air
force were on hand to greet the soviet

guests including lt gen thomas
mcinerney commander of the alaska
command

1I am happy that relations between
our two countries have warmed up and
that friendship prevails said gen
vadim Pcpetrofftroff the top ranking soviet
military guest

the soviet aircraft were escorted
from the point they entered alaskan
airspace to elmendorfelmendorfbyby alaskan air
command F 15s

it was like having any dis-
tinguished visitor in your home you
accompany them dont just let them
walk anywhere they want said one
F 15 pilot capt rich armstrong

the aircraft will make another stop
at elmendorf tuesday on their return
to the soviet union


