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'Difficulty, lty
WalterWaJter PeterPePeter,r., , 16-year-old16yearold'l6-ye/lfoOld'l6l6yelfoOld10-year-old10'l6yelfoOld-

For
10yearold-

Fort
' -- /--

FortFor Yukon'1Yukon1VukotiYukotf'' youth'OtithOtith)' ,. isi8 goinggQing tototot'tot-
high

"

high schoolilchool this year1ierriyear: '.
JJkeJ.ikeJikelike,. millionsmiIlioo of otherotJ er AmerArne.¬.

icantOIllllean teaiagersteenllierteenagers$ WalterWolter will be '',

',.goinggoingOlng. to daisesclassesdaesee' lItatt a publicpublfqpubll'opubllopublfq-
school

publl'o-
school 'school..

'

, Unlike hishidbl ' counterpartsXJunterpllrts< ,,
thoughthough , it waawas onlyonlJ.' bebbe'"' aa-
"lucky

a-
"lucky"luckylucky"" breakbrebreak""''!' that he willwill-
be

will-
hebetbehe , able 'toto'to continueeon nue hiamshisodu-hisoduhisodu-
cation

, edu ¬-
cation ttusthis fall .

WhileWhiteWhit manyDan! }' DativeNaU:8NaU8Native': young'OUnOUnyoung-young)' ¬-

stersstern ardarera( un8blto!(/ to,
, continueQOntinuecontineeQOntinue-

high
continee-

highhigh school dasaoffclassesclas e8' this yearyear'-

beCllIJse

year-
because1'because'beCllIJsebeCllIJse ofot overcrowdedvercrowdedoveras'owdardoverasowdard' tack-
titles

faclteachtackeach-
liti.ellMttjliti.elllitielltitles. at. BIA schoolischools inil(!; thethe-
state

the-
statestate ,' , the ' "luckylucky"IltckyIltcky" , breakb sk"
came tofA) a few who are/areIreafro'arebeing/ beingbeirbeing-
placed

g
placed1> 13COO in publicpllblic, schoolschools' !. inin-
the

in-
the

.
the cities .

'\
,'

Andwhitewhile thetli . state popart-popartJepllltroDepartpopart-
ment

Jepllltro-
ment ) -.,
mentwent ofQo(, Edufietion'sEdufietionsE.ducation'sE.ducationsEducationslidutration'slidutrations'. ' fosterfoster-fosterb-
oola

-*'

homeboola project willwiit be
' placingplacing-

'probablY.7
placing-

probably'probablyprobably'probablY.7probablY.7probablY7' 1711:$. 'turaturaitural*'urM!. youngstersyoungsters-
in

ungsterl
in111 FairbanksFaitankI homes tot.o. attendttendattend-
Lathrop

ttend-
tatuoPXaihroptat\uoPtatuoPLathropXaihropHigH:, \ -HigHHigH-.' HigHigh iSchootSchoolISchoof.theISchooftheISchoof.the-
new

, ., ' Jttetine.,tine-
newnew pilotrprogram-pilotrprogram'pi1ot.programpi1ot.programpi1otprogrampilotrprograrmpilotrprogrameeoms' ;. -, eeomsseemll'seemsseems' to-
be

toto-
'bebe'be' havinghvtng,} jtjtllits$ aharoahahaue'ofahaueof' 'OfOf'' f troutloutrou-trou.-tro-
ubled

.
¬

bledbleebled.,. . ' - -,
< - [\ ', ,

," " ' ., n' , ,.
.WalterWalter., narrowry'miisednarrowrymiisednarrowfynarrowly .,:'mihsedssed be)e"

ingina leftteft. out ofif) the , projectlJI'OieclJIOiec' .
WhenWh he'disooveredhedisooveredhe'discOveredhediscOveredhe 'discovered hhehewoud,. wou\dwoudwouldwoud-
be

would-
be

{\
be unableunablsunab\unabunabto\ ; to go on , to echool4IChodlpchodl4IChod-
lin

pchod-
linBIAininBIA,", BIA:'' classes-classesclassesttus-,. ttusthis :yeBlyearear'',. heJieJie-

wrote
he-

wrotewrote 18Laa tetteft , .toto.,to.JhtoJhto . ,wethe FailFair,Fair"*,

'banksbanks'bankbank' Native AsaocjatiqnAssocllltiQnAssociation ,

saying : .""JJ"" 1 would likejke twtQto. go to ,

school idin FairbanksF hblll1ks ,. ', Could-
you

CouldQ>uld
you1'OIOIyou)' please ., findfin4 melIIe A$ placepl ace totQto-

CsiiHrtii.i

tQ-

c.oft'J

to-
C(CsiiHrtii.iCsiiHrtiiio4flrtueic.oft'Jc.oftJcoftJC;:. ' " e. . pinpn':PoetPage.P.OP.OPO.. . if61 '
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stay ? "
MembersMcmbers of thetlle association8B"rciation8Brciationassociation8B"rciation-

took
association-

took "took thethe'lettertheletter*' letter to state offioJrI-oJrIoffi-offioJrI-
cil1a

offi-
cials

-¬
cialscil1\acil1a\... Funded

$128,000128000$121,000121000$123,000123000$$ , were setact asideaside-
last

aside-
lastlast February in Juneau toto-
maWe

to-
enableenablemaWe the state DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Education to bring roughly
100 ruralruralchillrenruralchildrenchildrenchillren! in from thethe-
VIllages

the-
villagesvillages , pay board andmdmdroomandroomroomroom-
In

room-
inin foster homes plus tuitiontuition-
to

tuition-
toto locallocm boroughboroughschoolschoolschool-
systems

school-
systemssystems .

$8,0008000$ , of thethl" $128,000128000$128,000was$ , waswas-
Bet

was-
setsetBet aside forforaa "CoordinatorCoordinator"CoordmatorCoordmator" . "

The man selectedsel ected forfo r thethe-
Job

the-
jobjob was Merle Armstrong .

Although the plan was evieVI-eVIeV-
Idently

evi-
dently

¬--
dently prepared wellwellmwellininm adad-ad-ad-
vance

ad-
vance

¬-

vance , a late start thistlus sumBUm-BUmsum-BUm-
mer

sum-
mer

-¬-
mer in laying groundworkgroundworkISisIS-
causing

is-
causingcausing a last-minutelastminutelastnninute-- rush toto-
pi

to-
placeplacepiacepi ace youngsters in classes .

HighSchoolClassesaasses at Lathrop High
School are now going intointo-
thCIr

into-
theirtheirthCIr secondsecondweekweek , and thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra limesTimes has learnedlelllTledlelllTled-
that

learned-
thatthat the only student yet enen-enen-
rolled

en-
rolled

¬-
rolledrolledunderunder the foster-homefosterhomefosterhome-
proJ

fosterhome-
project

---
projectproJ Pct is a non-NativenonNativenon-NnonN- ati ve girlgIrl-
from

girl-
fromfrom along the Alaska RailR81I-R81IRail-R81I-
road

Rail-
road

¬-
road .

Seventeen are yet to oomecomeoome-
III

come-
ininIII,, accordingacconhng to latestI atest Lre-re-re-
ports

re-
ports

-
ports.

Of the 17 who EducationEduEducation-
Department

atIonatIon-
DepartmentDepartment officials hhavphavehavp-
cleared

have-
clearedcleared for bringingbrmgmg to FFw-FwFair-FairFw-
bWlks

Fair-
banks

!'-banksbWlks,, only seven have tac-ac-act-
ually

act-
ually

-
tuullytually beenIx'cnIxcn' sent traveltravelalal-alal-

lowances
a-

llowances
-

lowances for flying from theirtheIr-
home

their-
homehome villages ..

LoisLens MeyersMeycrs , coordinatorcoorrunatorcoorrunator-
for

coordinator-
forfor thetlle project at LathropLathrop-
fhgb

Lathrop-
HighHighfhgb School , told the TundraTundra-
T1mes

Tundra-
TimesT1mesTimes yesterday that , "we'rewere"we're-
hol

"we're-
holding

" '
holdinghol rurungng the room for themthem-
here

them-
herehere . All they have to do00 is

comeCQme on into town . "
"WeWe" have classclaS/3claS3rasa/ schedulesschedules-

and
schedules-

andandandeverythingeverything alreadyQlrelldy araar-ararr-
anged

.-¬
ranged forlOr them ."

And indications areare,, withWIth-

only
with-

onlyonly a few youngsters beingbeing-
brought

being-
broughtbrought to Fairbanks , thatthat-
many

that-
manymany others will be left outout-
in

out-
inin their home villagesvilIages to missmiss-
thiS

miss-
thisthis year of school ..

InvestigateInvestigate-
Members

Investigate-
Members

Investigate-
MembersMembers of the FairbanksF81rbanksF81rbanks-

Native
Fairbanks-

NativeNative group decided to looklook-
mto

look-
intointomto the foster-homefosterhomefoster--home-- projectproject-
when

project-
whenwhen they began receivingreceiving-
frantic

receiving-
franticfrantic letters from NativeNal.1veNal1veNal.1v-
eyoungsters

Native-
youngsters

.
youngsters inI villVIIIvillagesages .,

The group'sgroups' education comcom-com-
mI

com-
mittee

¬-

mitteemI ttee beganbPgan an investigationininvestigation-
about

vesb gotiongotion-
aboutabout two weeks ago , andand-
now

and-
nownow members say , "WeWe" areare-
only

are-
onlyonly sorry we didn'tdidnt' start deldel-deldel-
VIng

del-
ving

¬-

ving into this earlier . WeW-
eweren't

W-
eweren'tweren'twerent' aware that a problemprobleme-
JU

problem-
existedexistedeJU sted . ".

MishandleMishandle-
Three

MiMishandle-
Three

shandleshandle-
ThreeThree AssociationAssoci ation members ,

Mrs. Jules Wright,, MrsMra.. RalphRalph-
Perdue

Ralph-
PerduePerdue and MrsMra... Hugh Fate ,
told the Tundra Times thatthat-
all

that-
allall evidence seemed to pointpoint-
out

point-
outout that the projectproJ ect had beenbeen-
"mIshandled

been-
"mishandled"mishandledmishandled" " by the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

--¬
ment of EducationEdication .

"II" just wishWIshwewe hadhlld disdl9-dl9dl9-
covered

dis-disdis-
covered

--¬
covered this mixed-upmixedupn xed-upxedup-- mess aa-
httle

a-
littlelittlehttle sooner, " Mrs. WnghtWrightWnght-
s81d

Wright-
saidsaids81d . "MaybeMaybe" we really couldcould-
have

could-
havehave done somethingsomet/llngsometllng/ ."

"WhileWhile" we were told thatthat-
everything

that-
everythingeverything was goinggomg fine , itIt-
looks

it-
lookslooks now as if the programprogram-
haH

program-
hashashaH beenbem messedmessedupup rightnghtnghtf-
rom

rightf-
romfrom the start . "

The first notification ruralrural-
peopl

rural-
peoplepeoplepeopl e had that the programprogrwnprogrwn-
was

program-
waswas comingcoRllng was in July .

Then , lettersJetters were not sentsent-
to

sent-
toto the villagers or to the vil-vil-

laxelaxa councils,, butInt to the BIABIA-
teachers

BIA-
teachersteachers in the villagesvillPges ,.

"WhatWhat" they didn'tdidnt' realizerelllize,,
evidently , was that most ofof-
the

of-
hethehe( HABlABIA teachers would bebe-

out
be-

outout of the villagesviII ages during thethe-
summer

the-
summersummer months ," Mrs. FateF.ateF.at-
esaid

Fate-
said

.
said...

"ForFor" that mrttermlttermatter , few ofof-
the

of-
thethe villagers were there themtIem-tIemthem-tIem-
selves

them-
selves

) -¬-
selves . Most people werewere-
out

were-
outout in fishcampsshcwnpsf or offoffononon-
jobs

on-
jobsjobs during thosethoae months ."

Although state officials inin-
Juneau

in-
JuneauJuneau maintain some lettersletters-
were

letters-
werewere sent to villageviii age chiefschi efa ,
members of the NativeNal.1veNal1ve. groupgroup-
found

group-
foundfound after checking that nono-
letters

no-
lettersletters were mailmaileded to any butbut-
BIA

but-
BIABIA teacherstel1chers .

NamesNames-
The

Names-
The

Names-

TheThe first querylJIery to teachersteachers-
was

teachers-
waswas an attempt to securesecure-
names

secure-
namesnames of youngsters not ableable-
to

able-
toto attend school .

Earlier this summer , it bebe-be-be-
came

be-
came

¬-

came public informationinfonnation that
200 Alaska Native studentsstudents-
inin rurallUJ'allUJal' areasIlreas would be out ofof-
school

of-
schoolschool this fall because ofof-
space

of-
spacespace at Mt.. EdgecumbeEdgecumbeandandand-
Chemawa

and-
ChemawaChemawa,, Oregon . The numnum-numnum-
ber

num-
ber

¬--
ber isI s actually much greater,
many feel , because the BIA'sBIAsIDA'sIDAsIDA's-
statistics

BIA's-
statistics

'
statistics snowedshowed only thisthis-
year's

this-
year'syear'syears' eighth grade graduatesgraduates-
forfor whom there was no room .

The'T'he' statistics failed to menmen-men-
tion

men-
tion

¬-
tion the older students forfor-
whom

for-
whomwhom no room was availableavwlableavwlable-
lust

available-
lastlastlust year . ReportsRcports indicatemdiindicate-
there

catecate-
therethere mayml\YmlY\ bebemanymany hundredshundredIhundreds-
of '!of students suchsuchasas these .

On Their OwnOwn-
When

Own-
When

Own-
WhenWhen it becamebecwne apparent toto-

pomepomeOrne]! studentsstudcnts inm thethc bushbush-
that

bush-
thatthat unless they acted themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

-¬-
selves , there would be nono-

Continued

no-

Continued

no-

Conilnaed(ContinuedConilnaedContinuedonConilnaedasonas PagPogoPage 8)86)6)
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8ch6ollichqolechtol} for them this year ,
mllJVmsnjrmany, came into FairbanksFairbnka onon-
theit

on-
theistthouftheittheist own to sign up forfor-

c18i1ses

for-

classesclassesc18i1ses at Lathrop .
" " whowho-

Cllln6
wh-

ocase
Most of the "lonersloners

cameCllln6caseCllln6oncaseonon their own were takentaken-

in
taken-

inin bybr' members of the NativeNative-
'Association'AssociationAssociation'. Associ ation. But when , inin-
turn

in-
turnturn , these membersmembl1'smembl1s' appliedapplied-
for

applied-
forfor foster-homefosterhomewster-nomewsternome--- statusstaWs theythey-
were

they-
werewere at first met with a coldcold-
rebuff

cold-
rebuffrebuff.,

It took phone callscl.l\lscl.llscl.lcllls.\ to EduEdu--Edu-

catton
Edu-

cation
¬-

cationcatton CommissionerComrni ssioner Zohrad-ZohradZahrad-ZahradZahiad-ZahiadZohrad-
nicek

Zahrad-
ni

Zahiad-
nicek

--
ninicekcek in JunoauJunel'UJunelUJuneau' before memmem-mem-

bers
mem-

bers
¬-

bers were told that1at "therethere"thcrethcre"thcre-
waao't

"there-
wasn't

"
wasn'twasntwaao'twaaot' anyny reasonreasonby" why\\byby\ theythey-

couldn't
they-

couldn't' official fosfos-fos-
ter

fos-
ter
couldn'tcouldnt becomebecom -¬-

ter homes undertIndcrtinder the program ,

alsoal tIO .
Homes HereHere-

Many
Here-

M

Here-
ManyManyMny familiesfllltilies inil) FairbanksFairbFairbanks-

have
nksnks-

havehave appliedplied for the "fosterfoster"foster-
home

"foster-
home

"
home " status to take in a NaNNa-NaNa-
tive

s-s-sl-
ive

¬-

tivelive youngsterungster , butbllt apparentapparent-epparerit-eppareritapparent-
ly

epparerit-
ly

-
ly few of them have been sese-se-sel-
ected

se-
lected

-¬
lected .

William Mailer of the DeDe-De-
partmoo

De-
pertinent

-¬-

partmentpartmoopertinentt of HealthHeal th and WelWe-WeWel-WelW-
efae

We-
lfare

!¬-
farefa-efae- , said his departmentdepartment-
could

department-
couldcould only find1Ind IB16 applicantsapplicants-
who

applicants-
whowho could qualifyquolify under thethe-

rigid
the-

rigidrigid requirementsrequirenents of the propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-
gram..

Many families who wishedwished-
toto apply were so80 confused byby-
the

by-
thethe bewildering lack of oror-or-
galll

or-
ganization

-¬

galllganizationzation connected withWIwith-

the
thth-

thethe projectproj ect.,,, they said , thatththat-
they

atat-
theythey withdrew theirthen applicanpplics-npplicsapplica-npplics-
lions

applica-
tions

-¬-
tionslions .

One family phoned the BuBu-BuBur-
ellU

Bu-
reau

-¬-
reaurellU of IndianIndi n AffairsAfflUrs only toto-

be

to-

bebe told that theOle BIABlA had "nono"no-
part

"no-
part

"
part" of the projectpro ) ect otherother-
than

other-
thanthan helping to inspect thethe-
homes

the-
homeshomes.

A call to the HealthHeal th & WelWel-WelWe-
lfare

We-
lfare

¬-
fare revealed that1qt that statestate-
agency

state-
agencyagency was also only intn-tnin-intn-
specbng

in-
specting

¬-
spectingspecbng homoshomes andIIIId approvapprov-approv-
ing

approv-
ing

-¬-
ing them .

M.onwhllMonwhllMeonwhl/eMeonwhleMeanwhileMeonwhle-
MMe

Meanwhile-

MMeanwhile

. / .
MMeanwhileMMeanwhileMMe nwhile,, out in the vilvii-viivil-vilvii-
I

vil-
lages

¬-

lagesI ages , reports are reachingreaching-
here

reaching-
herehere that large number ofof-
village

of-
villagevillage youthsuths are being sentsent-
to

sent-
toto a BIABlA school in Oklahoma,,
in many cases against theirtheir-
wishes

their-
wisheswishes and the wishes ofof-
then

of-
theirtheirthen parents .

"WhatWhat" cancn we do '? " a BIABlABlA-
official

BIA-
officialofficial here saidslUd , "It'sIts" ' eithereither-
thattlirt01111that or no school at all . "

1,0001000, OutsideOutside-
With

OutSIde-
With

Outside-
WithWith roughly 750 AlaskaAlatlka NaNo-NoNa-No-

live
Na-

tive
-¬-

tivelive children at ChemawaChemawa-
school

Chemawa-
schoolschool intn Oregon andQlldacid anothernothl'rnothlr'

25025(1251(25(1evidently( evidentlyevidently datedPlated81 &tadtad& to go toto-
Ol

to-
ChiloccoOlChiloccolocco School in Oklahoma ,
rouglilyIOIIghlyroughly 1,0001000, Alaska NativeNative-
youngsters

Native-
youngstersyoungsters are being esnt800tBent outout-
of, of statestlte thistJ s year for a yearyear-
of

year-
ofof schooling outsideoutaide .

For manym ny , apparently , thethe-
choicechoice.boiceboice.. wasn'twasnt' theirs .

During a recent trip to Hus-HusHus-
lia

Hus-
lia

Hus-
lie

--
lialie a member ofor the FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative group met several NaNa-NaNa-
ti

Na-

tive
-¬-

tivetive group met several NativeNative-
teenagers

Native-
teenagersteenagers whovobo , in early fall ,

didn'tdidnt' yet know where theythey-
were

they-
werewere going to school..

One girlgirlranran to the visitorvisitor-
just

visitor-
justjust asa8 she was leaving, "II"I-
don't

"I-
don't

"
don'tdont' know wherevobere I'mIm'' going ,"
she said.,, "II" think they'retheyre' goppj-
og

¬

ingjog to send me to Kansas otofot:of-
someplace

.

someplaceaomeptaceaomept ace ."
In Fairbanks , a8 BIABlA officialofficial-

told
official-

toldtold anothernother member of thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks NativeI-lativeIlative- group thatthat-
selections

that-
selectionsselections as to just whichwhich-
youngsters

which-
youngstersyoungsters were going wherevoberevobere-

were
where-

werewere made by learning capacapa-capa-
bilities

capa-
bilities

-¬-
bilities..

'HieHie'ilieilie71he' "slowerslower"BlowerBlower" " studentsstudents-
were

students-
werewere being sent to Oklahoma ,,
the official saidPaid..

VocationalVocotionolVocational-
After

Vocotionol-
After

Vocational-
AfterAfter thatthat,,, the FairbanksFairbFairbanks-

group
nksnksg-

roupgroupgroupTotewrote\\ToteTotevote\ to ChiloccoCluloccoCh ilocco rere-re-rel-
fJel'tlng

re-
questing

¬-
questinglfJel'tlnglfJeltlng' information on the1e1e-
school

the-
schoolschoolschoolendendMd found that ChilocChiloc-Chiloo-ChilooChiloc-
co

Chiloo-
oo

-¬-
cooo is actually a vocationalwcatiollalwcatiollal-
school

vocational-
schoolschool offeringoffenng courses inIIIII-
Icarpentry

in-
carpentrycarpentry , painting , auto rere-re-re-
pair

re-
pair

¬-
pair , agriculture and otherother-
1I0nacadcrnl

other-
nonacademicnon-academicnonacademic1I0n-acadcrnl1I0nacadcrnl- c fields .

They also foundfoWld,, theytllCY saidsmd .,

Ironfrom a local source who knewktlPWktlPW-

the
knew-

thethe school, that Chilocco waswasI-

II
was-

ininIII itself a school for "slowslow" "
Indian students , and offeredoffered-
vocatiollal

offered-
vocationalvocationalvocatiollal training .

A letter from the OklahomaOklahom-
astate

Oklahom-
astatestate Department of EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

Educa-
tion

-¬-

tion revealed that most IndianIndian-
youngstersyoungstersungsters in thattIIat state atat-atat-
tended

at-
tended

¬-
tended public schools . InIn-

places
In-

placesplaces where there were nono-

schools
no-

schoolsschools , the youths werewere-

sent
were-

sentsent to boarding facilitiesfaciltties inIn-

public
in-

publicpublic school districts .


