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“‘We had to go all the way to
Seattle for the shanks and
then found that we had the
last two that were made for
the American No. 1 mill.”

Minto’s mill has a 54-inch
circul ar saw and will produce,
when operating, almost-fin-
ished quality lumber. Asmall
planer was. included with the
unit for limited finishing, but
will not be large enough for
planing all lumber that goes
through the mill-

A six-cylinder diesel en-
gine was included with the
mill, "

Minto formed a village co-
operative corporation to man-
age the sawmill project, which
was financed and helped
along by the Bureau to pro-
vide an economic stimulus in
the Minto area.

The project is the first ven-
ture between the BIA and
villagers of apurely economic
nature. Other mills, such as
the Noorvik unit and the one
installed at Grayling on the
Yukon River, were connected
with village moves and hous-
ing.
The small mills can supply
rough boards for the type of
building suitable to rural
areas.

Joe Field, of Noorvik, wrote
the Tundra Times recently
and said that the mill there
was installed impropery and
would have to be completely
re-built. Foundations for the
equipment were insufficient,
the villagers cherged.

““There were twy White per-
sons and two Native people
who went down to look at the
mill,” Fidd wrote.  “We
have logs which we have cut
and they are on the beach.
We have loans to become
businessmen but no sawmill
to cut our lumber, and we
have to pay on loans this
year-$360. We can't bring
most logs here because they
might drift away on us.”

“We are mad right now and
we have to fight fires to pay
on loans.”



