


IN THE SENATE OF
THE UNITED STATES
" A BILL

To settle the lond cl aims of Alaska Natives, and for other
purposes.

Be it enacted I:y the Senate and House of Represent ativess of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
section 3 of the Act of May 25, 1962 (44 Stat. 629; 48 U.S.C.
355(c)), is amended to reod as follows:

“SEC. 3 (a) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
grant in trust, subject to valid existing rights, to each tribe,
band, clan, villoge, community, or group of Natives in Alaska,
hereinafter referred to as o group of Notives, upon his own
initiative and without application, title to the village site or
sites now occupied by such group of Natives if not otherwise
patented and if not withdrown for purposes unrelated to Native
use or the odministration of Native offairs. The Secretary is
further outhorized, subject to valid existing rights, fo grant
title to such additional lands within the environs of such site
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of the land proposed fo be granted. Such grant may include a
grant of title, subject to valid existing rights, fo noncontiguous

lands being used and occupied by such Natives for burial the

grounds, airfields, water supply, hunting and fishing comps,
and dock or boat—launching sites that are not withdraown for
other purposes: Provided, That the provisions of this sentence
and the provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not
apply to groups of Natives who are beneficiaries of the
judgment recovered by the Tlinglit end Haidae Indians in
Court of Claims Docket No. 47,900. The Secretary is
authorized to make any gront subject to easements for public
use or benefit. In no case may the grants of land to o single
grantee under this section exceed fifty thousand acres.

*(b) In the case of Native villages within whose environs
there ore not sufficient odditional londs in Federal ownership
to permit the Secretary to make the grant of additional lands
contemplated by subsection (a), the Secretary may convey other
londs in lieu thereof but subject to the same conditions and
limitations that apply to conveyances of land within the
environs of a village.

““(c) For the purposes of this Act the term “Native’ means
an Alaskan Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut of at least one_fourth
degree Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut blood.

*“(d) Beneficiaries of the grants made pursuont to sub-
section (a) shall be the Natives who comprised the members
of the grantee upon the date of the gront, as determined by the
Secretary of the Interior, together with any descendants of
such members of one~fourth degree of Native blood. The
interest of a beneficiary shall not be transferable in any
manner, either during his lifetime or upon his death. Whenever
a distribution of capital or income of the frust is made fo the
beneficiaries, the finding of the Secretary as 1o the qualified
recipients shall be final and cenclusive.

““(e) Title to land granted pursuant fo subsection (a) may be
held by the United States in trust, acting through the Secretary
of the Interior as trustee, or it may be conveyed by the
Secretary of the Interior to o trustee selected by o group of
Natives by a majority vote of the members nineteen years of
age and older who reside in or near the village. Any trustee
selected by the Natives shall be subject to approval by the
Secretary. In the event a group of Natives does not selecta
trustee approved by the Secretary within one year from the date,
the Secretary notifies sgid group of his readiness fo convey
title, the Secretary may convey title to the State of Alaske,
with its consent, as frustee, or to any other trustee selected by
the Secretary. The term of o trust established pursuvant to this
section shall be liquidated in accordance with the terms of the
trust insfrument, or as prescribed by the Secretary of the
Interior if there is no trust instrument. Prior to conveyance
of a site 1o a trustee the Secretary shall hove its exterior
boundaries surveyed. This requirement for survey shall be
satisfied without continvous marking of the line, but by
establishment of mon uments along all the boundaries, except
meander courses, by electronic measurement or other means,
at intervals of not more thon six thousond feet, or by ex-
tension of the rectongulor system of surveys over the areas
claimed. Claims or selections of surveyed lands shall bein
accordance with the plats of survey and those for unsurveyed
lands shall, following survey, be so conformed. Laond gron ted
pursuvant to subsection (a) shall be subject ©© the applicable
laws of the Stote of Alaska, except that during the period of
the trusteeship such land shall not be subject to State or
local taxes upon real estate,

““(f) A trustee who receives a mwm under this section
shall be subje ct to the laws of the State of Alaska governing
the execution of trusts, and shall have the powers and duties
set forth in the deed o trust, including without limitation
subdivision, manogement, and l:litpul-ul of the loands, invest
ment ond reinvestment of the proceeds, and distribution of
income or capital of the wust to the members of the beneficiory.
In the disposal of any troct of land the trustee shall give o
right of first refusal to the occupant thereof. The title to land
conveyed by a trustee ® o Notive sholl be subject to the
provisions of section 1 of this Act with respect to lands
conveyed to Indians or Eskimos in town sites established under
section 1] of the Act d March 3, 1891 (26 Stet. 1099; 48
U.S.C. 355), os WHHMM&FM%
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‘“(i) There are cuthorized to be appropriate
$12 million, fo be available until expendec
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“(k) At the beginning of each session of | the
Secretary of the [nterior shall report to the chairmen of the
House and Senate Committees on Interior and Insulor Affairs
the grants made under this section ond dn estimate of the
time needed to complete hmﬁrwﬂ-h;
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Jurisdiction of the United Stotes Court of Claims
SEC. 4. (o) The United States Court of Cloims shall have
jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate a single claim filed within
six years from the date of this Act by the Attaney General of
the State of Alaske on behalf of all Natives of Alaska based
on the taking by the United States of any londs to which any
group of such Natives claims aboriginal title by reason of use
or occupancy, other thon lands subject fo grant under section
3 o the Act of Moy 25, 1926 (44 Stat. 629; 48 U.S.C. 355(c)),
as amended by section 1 of this Act. If the Casrt determines
that as of March 30, 1867, ony group of Natives had aboriginal
title through use or occupancy of any such londs , the aberiginal
title shall be regarded as taken as of that date, and the Court
shall enter judgment for a sum equal to the market value of
such lands upon that date without interest, and less offsets,
counterclaims, ond demands thot would be allowable under
section 2 of the Indion Cleims Commission Act of August 13,
1946 (69 Stat. 1050; 25 U.S.C. 70 (d)). The judgment shall be
in fovor of the Natives of Alaska without regard to group
affiliations. A claim of aboriginal title to a particular area
shall not be defeated because the land may have been
occupied or used by more than one_identifiable group of
Natives of Alaska, but the cloimants must show that there
were living upon the dote d this Act Natives of Alaska who
are descendants of the identifioble group through whom
aboriginal title o any area is sought to be established. The
provisions of this tion shall not apply to ony lands in
southeastern Alnﬁur which a money judgment has been or
may hereafter be awarded by the Court of Claims in the case
case of The Tlingissand Haida Indians v. The United States,
No. 47,900; or to any lands that are set aside and administered
for the benefit of Natives; or to any londs that are subject 1o
on aboriginal title claim odjudicated by the Indian Claims
Commission, or pending befor s the Indion Cloims Commission
six months after the date of this Act. Prior to the expiration
of such six months the plointiffs may couse their claim to be
dismissed by the Indion Claoims Commission and the lands
involved moy then be included in the cldm filed pursuant 1o
this section. '

(b) As used in this sectio, the term “Natives of Alaska™
means all Alaskon Indions, Eskimos, or Aleuts of at least
one—_fourth degree Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut blood living upen
the date of this Act, but the distribution of any judgment or
a~ard under this section shall be limited to Natives of Alaeska
living upon the date the Cangress appropriotes funds to pay
any judgment that may be entered against the United Stotes.
It shall not include Natives who have shared or will share in |
any award in the Tlingit claim or other cloims adjudicated by

the Indian Cloims Commission, or the Metlakahtla Indians of
the Annette |sland R-urwtnn.

(c) The Court shall oword to the State of Alaske the
reasonable costs ond expenses, including councel fees,

incurred in the preparation of claims cwi-rillll to be filed Iq
this section.
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SEC. 5. Nothing in this Act shall affect the right of Notives |
as citizens to acquire public lands of the United States under
the Native Alloiment Act of Moy 17, 1904 (34 Stot. 19), as
amended (48 U.S.C. 39}"“”“:-‘-“%
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