Editorial—
Time for

Thoughts and Deeds

nofive lond cloims bill was introduced in
CH'.“ a week ogo today marking the hour thet
finally struck ofter the intermincble time of 83 years.
Thot is a long period of time ever since the Act of Moy
17. 1884 when Congress made o declaration that the
Alaska natives “‘shdll not be disturbed in the possession
of any lands octually in their use and occupation or now
claimed by them, but the terms un der which such persons
may ocquire title to such londs is reserved for luture
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legislation by Congress.”

The lethargy of the post Cﬂlﬁﬂtﬂl has finally
been shaken loose. The process of bredking this lethargy
cam? rather suddenly, as time goes in matters such os
the londs question in Alaska, ond this suddenness is
rather discomforting. It is bringing with it some h.llnp
din to impending dangers because the ‘mechanics of the
final thrust for ulﬂlm: come within him few short
years. The fast ond urgent process in -ﬂﬂn. to the
point of introduction of the bill leaves o Qﬂh' thatit
was done too fast and that not enough time was given to

weigh motters connected with it. This is past history
now ond the stark rn’iify of the introduction of the
measure is upon us _&d the native people aond- Mr
leaders must face it with the best minds they con muster.

““This is o droft» which so for merely represents a
bill which the administration is prepored to support,”
declared Senator Emest Gruening in his wire to the
Alaska press media o few days ago.

This means that our native people and their leaders,
the State, ond all others concemed, will be given the
opportunity to study the draft and the porties concemed
will be given the chance to submit proposals for changes
or amendments. Since there hos been sharp dissatis-

foction omong the native leoders as to some of the
contents of the bill before it wos introduced, they

should now make a very serious study of the droft and be
prepared to voice unequivocally their convictioms ond
disogreements with the measure as it now sionds. |
The lond cloims bill, even ot this stage before
seriovs discussions ore being mode on it, is already
touching our ways of life throughout Alaska and it
cannot but influence us profoundly. There will be no
time fo tarry for our native leaders ond their people in |
preparing their aguments ond these must be truly i
representative. The nrgency d the need to get right down |
to work cannot be stressed too much, especially when we :
know sudden requests for testim aies can be mode o [
few days cheod of time leaving little opportunity for i
Proper preparations on things we truly wished 1o say. |
This is the time, NOW, for mhﬂd. mﬂ“t

~ thoughts ond octions. The bill in lhm form must
mihdhﬁhmkm-ﬁﬂ,-éuh
one submitted to the Department of the llilllltbi.
Alaska Federation of Nﬁﬂhﬁ&ﬁ-lh m
may Hun“ ;

ho o fs ﬂi&'mﬁ. -
time Mw‘ll‘l |n¢|y influence the bhntfnrnqh.




