
BIA balks at UTA bailout
by Jim BenedettoBenedettoT-

umln
BenedettoT-

undra
BenedettoT-

undrllTumlnTundrllTundra TlmeiTimeTimes. !Ediio-

rAn

EditordolorEdiiorEdito-

rAnAn official of the Bureau of Indian-

Affairs
IndianIndian-

AffairsAffairs ( BIA ) in Juneau says that-

reports
thatthat-

reportsreports that the BIA may be providingprovidmgproviding-
money

providmg-
moneymoney to the UnitedUnied( TribesTnbcs of Alaska-

UTA
AlaskaAlaska-

UTA(UTA>) to help retirerellre the $$380,000380000, debt-

run
debtdebt-

runrun up by September'sSeptembers' congresscongre&scongres& at thethetht:;.
Egan Convention Center are without-

merit
withoutwithou-

tmenlmeritmenl...

*""ToTo''ToTo my knowledge ,,. it is veryvery-

unlIkely
very-

unlikelyunlikely that a commitment could have-

been
havehave-

beenbeen made by a bureau official .", ,. to-

t

toto-

blhettbttsetblhetblhetrltset ,, 0r\rrtr\,) in someome fahjfashion, () cover some-

of
somesome-

ofof the expensesexpcncs, of UTA in their recent-

nieeting
recentrecent-

neeltngmeetingneeltngnieeting! , " ,saidaid TimothyTII11\1thyTII111thy\ DeAsisDeAsls ,

director of the bureau'sbureaus' DlvlDivisionlon of-

Native
ofof-

Ndl1veNativeNdl1ve ServicesService ,, which handles Tnba-
lOremtl

TribalTnbalTribal-

QperationsOremtlOperationsQperations() , in a telephone Interview-
with

interviewinterview-
wllhwithwllh the Tundra TimesTllntfTenses', ,,

','-
thai

t-

haiDeADcAvsDeAtitsI "
'' ,suidsaiduid thatthatrthatanyr, any resources-

Which
resourcesre'ollrcereollrce'

whichwhkh
,

mightmighl havehuve beenheen available lcr-

such

IQr-

uch
torIQrlcr?

,suchuch purpQpurposeseS arcIIroare under his Mipenbupcnsupers I-

iott

Ii-

Mon

i-i-.
,Monioiott" .. but he WHSwitswu unableIlI1l1hle totl! ascertiacerll, in-

whit
10-

Wh.ll
in10

whatWh.llWhllwhit. , fufundsdb werewcrewcrc beingbelllg retcrrcdrelerredreferred toto-

"wlthoul
to-

4'wtthout"wlthoulwlthoul4'wtthout4wtthout'" ''withoutwithout havinghading dhcudiscusseddhcuKCltKClt with t-t-'trr ,

I

Miller (attorneyattorney for UtA ) what hishis-

understanding
his-

understandingunderstanding Isk.
""

The InformatipnInforrnal1oninformation that BIA may havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen able to provide UTA with funfun-

ding
fun-

dmg
fun-fun¬-

dingdmg to cover some of their debt waswas-

revealed
was-

revealedrevealed in an article in the Anchorage-
Times

AnchorageAnchorage-
TimesTimes ,, ""BIABIA may help paypayoffoff debts-

of
debtsdebts-

ofof tribaltrlbll! groupgroup/groupgroupT,,/"' T' which appeared in-

that
10-

that
in10

that publication'spublicationspubllcation' $ December 4 isissueue ..,

DeAsis said that in the past , he had-

attempted
IlU-

dattempted
hadIlUd

attempted to discover if tnerpther\1ther1there\ were 9aa-

possibilitypossibilityPObSlblllty for the bureau to provide-
funding

provideprovidef-
undll'1gfundingfundll'1gfundll1g' forflf( the group >, but after-

numerous
afterafter-

numerousnumerous attempts atal seekingseeking-
loophlles

seekingl-
oopholesloopholeslooph\llesloophlles\ in BlA'sBlAsDlA'sDlAs131A'S131AS' procurementprQcuremchtproeurcment pro-

cess
pro-

cc's
propro-¬-

cesscc'sccs' ,, he Concludedconcludod thatthai fundingfundmgfundmgwafundingwattwaswattwatt-

unavailable
wa

Unavailable ;,. ""II kept on running intointo-

brick
into-

brickbrick wallwalls ,. " saidald DeAsisDeAMs ,

beADcAsisDeAsisis explainedexplaIRed thatthut ,,
*,I'mIm'4m'inin recent-

times
recentrecent-

timeslimestimes , whenwhat they ( UTA ) have become-

more
becobecomelele-

moremore ,, hhallshallhllll we saysuy , politicallypolll1cally involvinVolyinVol vi'¬

ed with trytrying109 IPt\1t1tci\ inOucnceinOuenceinfluence
(

lcgisli-
ttoti

legislalcgisli-lcgislilegiI, , ¬'-
tion11011ttoti11011hc, \"' \(jhc\hchche.; burbureauburiau

eau had no optionoptionoplion to he-

yabbe

beheybe-

ableableabbe. to IIassistM'tMt' metheI Ie orgumlation'YouorgumlationYouorgumlation'Youo-
hytously

orgaorganisationlJltion, .. '""YIU-
ohVl1u

'YouYou"Y\IU"YYIU' \
ohVl\1uohVl1uobviouslyohytously\ ly cannotcllnhol uusee tedelederalltedcrall'ltedcralllr.illVrrillVrr.illVr-

ttppiopriatcd
. ' '

I
111'11111iippiopnatcdttppiopriatcd'" oprhlled dollarsdollarsdollar. to irytry andIInd do IIloolob1-

by

lob1-lob1' ',.-

Ibybying-typebyingtypeby ing-typeingtypelng-typelnglngtypeachville-
,

activitiesachvilleactivitiert ,,
II"

,

,kidald DeAsisDeAiq, ,

'
,

"

""WeWe are currently unable , to my-

knowledge
myrnyrny-

knowledgeknowledge ,, in any fashionfabhion ,, to direct-
ly

directdirect-¬.-

lyIy assistslsatst; UTA in any of its efforts-
addec

efforts/effortsefforts/., "'

addedaddecadded) DeAsis-

DeAsis

DeAsisDeAsis-

DeAsisDeAsis did mentionmenlton that most of thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages which comprisecompme UTA's-
"tribal

UTAUTA'sUTAs'\
""tribaltribal"tnbaltnbal membership" were recipientsreclplentrecipients-
ofof the bureau'sbureaus' 104a100a( ) - selfd-

etermination
self-

determination
self-self-.

determinationdetcnninal10n --- grants ., ""WeWe have ad-

vised
adad-ad¬.-

vlviseded thothosee granteegranteefmntee , that if that is theirtheir-

pnotlly
their-

priorityprioritypnotlly ,,. that it is a permissiblepermis lble ek-

pense
exek-ek¬.-

pcnpensee ., " saidsalt! DeADeAsisls , but that those-

grants
thosethose-

grantgrantsgrant would only pertainpertam to traveltnsvel and-

per
and

perer dledtcftidiepi}, cxpe/lcxpelexpenses/ e InvolvedInhllvcd in atten-

ding
Luten-

dl
uttcnLutenatten

dldingg statewidestdtewlde mectinmeetingsmeetingis. acid-

conventions
afijlIrlliacidlIrlli-

conventl(1nconventionsconventionsconventl(1nconventl1n(

conventionsDeAsis

DcADeAsisi A\va\vavabaffled* dds\ baffledbafflgd by thethe: informanforllwinformsnforllw-
lion

*,

tionlion in10 the AnchorageAnclwragAnc'horagPAnchoragP' TimeTWIIrTuner'.,? articleartlde ,.
,statingIllinll, thatthlll VerificationVenfichllon of tthoe truthtrulh of01of-

iho

'
-.

itheihotheIUltNho \IU\ltNIUltNtnuttcr\matter\ could havehllve etsilse\\ecasileII\,\ II >) been oboh-

tauted
oh-oh¬.-

tainedtalljedtauted I'>byy simplywltply phoMngph\J1ingphJ1ingphoning(\ the hure.iUr-

ay
bureauburellIhure.iUhureiUburell-

I'r
,.

''rrTv\myTvmy'rnyray\ //nynyitty showknowledgello\\llolloledge\ ledge , ncuhcfItclIlwrticallet sheslw,he ( the-

isuthir
th-

ellhlr
thothe

mithorisuthir\\llhlrllhlr) of
,

thethtfthli' artitleIlrtldearticle ) notnllrtlSir thetheIj((.'A'1A1Ail\\IjIj' +.

,
1L'horiige,7iw1Lhoriige7iwchorage,7)inchorage7in'L'llOrugeLllOruge' )

,I,
ITIIIWTIIIW\TIIIWTIIIWhlle) < ',s$\' havehll\ehllehalehlle'lll11lded\ \vorttattcd\'lll11lded'lll11ldedlll11ldedtrOitttetcd' , andand-

ttrqatt
lIl1

(""IlreallIlreallnireuilttrqatt eniploiemployeeemph\ecemphec\ ) cc ,, CertainlyCertlllJlyCert.ilitlyCertilitly,. + none0I111e otlIttt

''II

I

\ ' .

my staff have brought it to my atten-

iron
attenatten-

liontionlioniron ,,. the area director was not awareaware-

of
aware-

of
aware-

of
.".

of it

DeAsisDeA'lsDeAls' saidald that BIA hahas received-
several

received
severaleveral calls regardingregardmg the article-
When

articlearticle-
WhenWhen askedaked, if there had been anam))
pressurepresure, broughtbrowght to bearear on bureauburelu! ofof-

ficials
of-of¬.-

ficialsficlal totQ explain the article , DeAsisDeA.IDeAI. :

saiddld ,. ""ItIt wOIlldwoyldwould, appeaiappearappearto;
'
to me thatthaI MrMr-

Miller
Mr-

Miller
\

Miller would be moremore'-
m

more-
m

in a hOJhotho ( >seatedt to()to-

explainexplainexplqm whathat hishl understandingundcNlIndmg andand-

assertions
and-

a"el'lIoa"el'lIoaellIoassertions" ' S are anilII\1UII1Uand\ the validityvahlhty otsitot-

them
sit-

thenthemthen) "

The new leadership atlit ththe United-
Tribes

UI1MQ-

Tribes
UnitedUI1MQ

Tribes of AlaAlaskaka Iis. exploringexplormg optionsoptl\1noptl1noptions-
to

\ ,
to retire ththe debt MAccordingAc"ordtngAcordtng"ordmg to the ,airsn *'?
choragech\lragechlrageehorage
.

\ Times , the organizationorganizatum iisis-

"seeking
.

""seekingseeking.eekmgeekmg' . grantsgmnts from aII vanetvariervariety)} of-

heiprces
of

sourcesI1JJrceSheiprces ,, and is1 $ holdingholdmholding fond-raisersfondraisersfund'rlll'erfundrlllerfund-raisersfund-' '
( 'sie'ICICsic ) such-suchsuchasuch -' aasas., , rafflestrafflesr"fflerffle" , ltT1T-

1The

'

The organizationI1rganilution iiis1.1l111l1. uKoalso11 fsreportedrCJ'I\rtedrCJ'IrCJIrtedrCJ'Irted1, ported'\ (toto-

he
1-

be
\11\

hibehe? ""allowingallowing"ullowmgullowmg its office phonesphpnephpne11, \to\1111 re-

ilititn
rtfrer '

hiaiti1)\(11111)1(11111111ilititn)\( d"e\1nnd"ede1nndisconnecteddisconn4ced" \ ''I\ed'IIed' \; totl1 ,suysayenioney,-
4te

saven1oneysayenioney,,..n\'nc.nnc.nn'ncnc\( ' )
,,4te4teAccordAcc1rdcprdin! m 11to' (thehe ?rltfinesrltlt.Ibare>lt.IltI' . '
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