Holidays observed differently throughout Alaska

by Steve Kakaruk
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¢ Aleut region participates i1
‘Starring’ wherever there is a Russiai

'the‘

7th after evening vespers, The ‘blessed

stars’ are taken to the homes of the
faithful and friends. Following the old
customs, the ‘Stars’ are carried by
carolers past the church and cemetary.

There are two main parts of any

cstar: one is called the body and the
~ other, the centerpiece or *‘vin'sulla.’’
" Think of the spokes of a expensive hub

‘cap on a cadillac. The body is the

spokes and the centerpeice is the axle.

. The ‘‘troper,”’ or the theme song is
sung and the stars turn, The
centerpeice is the nativity scene and
the star is lit up. As the singers con-
tinue with the *‘troper’’ followiwng is
rt of the Virgin Mary is
highlighted. The song continues to ex-
plain the glorious birth the Christ
Child in Bethlehem. As the groups go
from house to house singing the priest
goes from house to house blessing all
in the community. ‘

The custom requires that the star is

carried in the community and to do so
the carolers must dress warm.,
The Arctic Slope Region will
repare potlatches and observe

' Christmas pretty much as they have

for many years. The day after

Christmas the Eskimo Games begin

and are held until the January 1.
Prizes are awarded to the winners
of each game and on the last dagoc&f
the games the competitors go for about
24 hours of non-stop competition.
The school district will ring in the
new year in a stylish manner by sen-
ding gifts to all the school districts in
the villages. Gifts are sent to the
children, who are also greeted by San-
ta himself. Cape Smythe Airlines,
despite some possibly adverse weather
conditions, will stand in for Sleigh and

'Reindeer, spiriting Santa around to the

villages. ‘

The Ahtna Region observes many
traditions during the holidays, Potlat-
ches are important, with the Elders
preparing for the Christmas season.

Delicacies such as Moosehead soup
‘will fill hungry potlatch-  goers’

stomachs during the holidays. A par-

ty for the Elders will begin and ‘flag

bafs' put together by the community
will have gifts of many sorts. Tradi-
tional dance and entertainment will
warm the hearts while the blistering
cold outside is forgotten.

Toys for youngsters and packages
for elders are put together by many
organizations.

The Calista and the Chugach regions
will observe Christmas day on the 25th
of December, though Russian
Christmas is observed by the com-
munity for three days in January.
Slavic, meaning Russian Christmas, is
a tradition within the Russian Or-
thodox Church. Christmas caroles are
sung in their language. There are over
15 communities in the regions obser-
ving Slavic.

odiak Area Native Association
will have a special Christmas dinner
for the needy people of the communi-
ty. Christmas dinner is served for
homeless families and individuals.
Volunteers have a program for
children and Elders on Christmas day,
and on the 21st the senior citizens
home will host a Christmas program,
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Southeast Alaska will have an an-
nual Old Timers' Basketball Tourna-
ment. A children's Christmas party
will be hosted at the Alaska Native
Brotherhood and at the Alaska Native
Sisterhopd. Santa will give out
presents during the party,

And in Anchorage, the Cook Inlet
Native Association will be hosting 350
children for their annual Christmas
party. Santa Claus will make an ap-
pearance there as well, to « istribute
gifts to the children, CINA will also
be helping about 150 families in the
Cook Inlet region by providing
Christmas baskets with a variety of
foods, so that nobody goes without
something special during the holiday
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