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i, '. i',ChristmajPartyWWe1Wd divideddivldeeJ up the dutiesdUlles , as is customarycustomariy for our annual office ChnstmaChnstmajChristmaj*

Party ;; The paste-uppasteup-- artlartistt and typesetter drew decorations andandrefreshment4refrerefreshmentrefreshment4refreshment4-
assignments

hment ,
assignments ,, , appropriately enough ,,. for theirtoeir names arcare

,,

Holly and CandyCandyjCandy-
jrespe

,,\}
resperespectivelytively .. '" '

Invitations
'

wentwenl to another staffertaffer ,, WltOwiWrnusicwithtTusic\\u\icuic\ elechsclectit$selection<! 11h and sicrert-setupsicrertsetupMereo-setupMereostereo-setupstereostereosetup-
going

Mereosetup-
going

-

going 'tototo yet another ,.,

TTheThe problem of selectingselectmg a tree (nearly always a thanklessthankles taskta\ktak\ ,. but then-
you

thenthen-
youyou can'tcant' please everybody ) fell to Ron , an aappropriateproprlate duty that always seemsseemseems-
to

I-

to
i

to depend on who has a trucktruck-
And

truck-
And

truck-
AndpickupintoAnd so it was that he andandaa longstanding10ngsUjnding comparecompa4recompadre drove his little pickup

into the mountians , navigating the treacheroustreacherou dirtdll\dlldartdllroads'\ roads ,, by this time covered-
with

coveredcovered-
with

\
with enough snow to dlsdisguiseuise tthee many rutsruthnits'

, bottom-scrapingbottomscrapingbottom-scrapmgscrapmgbottomscrapingrocks- rocks , limbshmb& ,,

and monstermODster potholes which can swallow littlehttle Japanese imports as easilyea\llyeally\ a-

your
asa\aas-

your
\

your average party guest inhales horshorl d'oeuvresdoeuvresd'oeu\lresd'oeudoeulres' \ .
I,

Those perils notwithstanding , the two men completed their chore andand-
delivered

and-
delivered

I

delivered our Christmas tree to the office that very eVening . AllA\1A1\ this was ac-
complished

acIac-

cdmplished
ac-

comphshed
ac-ac-

I

\
'

cdmplishedcomphshedcomplished in the Alaska winter darkness , with only the dim glare of twintwmtwm-
ChevyChevytwinChevyheadlamps to guide the fallfa\1fa1\ of the ax . And somehowsomel1ow the holiday cheercoeer ,
which seems so elusive before one devotes oneself to such a task , descended-
quietly

descendeddescended-
quietlyquietly over the two sometime during the course ofofeir/theirt/1eirt1eireir laborlabof .

So it was that thetheythey dragged the tree into our workplaworkplaceworkplac ,, whistling ChristmasChnstmaChristmas-
carolscarols a touch off-offoff-keyoffkeyoffeyoff-eyey-- ey ,, and laughinglaughmg riotously as they lfirst

:first tried to drag the }

tree through the door top end first... iii-

The
\

iI

PeThe tree stretched allaU the way to the ceilingceihng , and then some But with somesome-
deftdeftsomedeftpruning , they soon had it mountedmountedn,minn the stand , anan4an4we<,!J we allallstoodsloodstoodsood( around-
their

aroundaround-
theirtheir offeringoffenng , and surveyedsurl-eyedsurleyedsuriieyed- their work .lookbellerItII certainlycerrainly is a bit scruffyscruffyserveffy, - , we all thought to ourselves ,. Maybe itII WIwill; looklook-
betterbetterbeller when itiI'siIsit'sits''ss decorateddecoraled-thoughdecoraledthough,,; though it never d/ffiinidffiinidpiniphedduninished/ hed our appreciation to thosethose-
who

those-
whowho had risked hflife? and limbhmb to procure this ... ... ... ,, interestinginteresllng tree ..

In the days to Come ,, though we still811\18111\ hadn'thadnthadlJ'thadlJt' gotterigottedgotten around to decoratingdecoratmgdecoratmgItit ,,.

the tree itself seemed to take on a n4wnew staturestatllre in our pyeseyes .

Most of the trees bought commercially , someone pointedpomted out , are not Alaskan-
trees

Alaknn-
trees

AlaskanAla\knnAlaknn.\
trees at alla\1a1\ , but insteadin\teadintead\ comecolne from foreign countriescountnes like WaWashingtonh\ngtonhngton\ and-
Oregon

andand-
OregonOregon .

Sure , our tree is a bit scruffysCf\JffysCfJffy\ , but it has survived .. Like a scruffy ,,. bandybandy-¬-
leggedleggedoldbandyleggedold prospector , it'sits' not Very pleasing to the eye , but it'sits'' hardy ;; It knows-
w

knowsknow
wwhenen to grow ,, andBnd when to hole upliP for the winter . If it had put out aII lot of-
lush

ofof-
lululushh boughs , it would long agoagQ have been buried by the heavy mountain snowssnows-

If
snows-

If
snows-

IfIf it had grown more symetnCallysymetrtca\1ysymetrtca1ysymctrically\ ,, more compactly , it would have been a-

far
aa-

farfar more attractive meal for the moose in its area , who would then have nibbl-
ed

nibblmbhnibbl-] ¬.-
ed it down to nothing .. Let those prissy WaWashingtonhmgton trees try to weather a few-
Alaskan

fewfew-
AlaAlaAlaskankan winters ,,. and then see what they look like-

And
hke-

And
likehkelike-

AndAnd it does look just fine with the decorations on it ,,. Itit'sits'' even beautiful ,,

inm a lean sort of way Stop by and see it , and you'llyoullyou\1you1'\ know what I meanmean-
It's

mean-
It's

mean-
It'sIt'sIts' ourOUI' ChristmasChrisrmas treeIree , after all , and we'rewere' proudproudofof it


