
-

BeringBetlng Straits Elders Conferenc-
esetfot

ConferenceConferenc-
esetfotset-forsetforsetfot-! February In Nome

The dates have been set for the An-

nual
AnAn-

nual
An-An-¬-

nual Bering StrataStmitsStraits Elders Conference .

It is scheduledscheuled for the last week in-

February
inin-

FebruaryFebruary ., The focus of this yearsyears con-

ference
con-concon-

ference
concon--¬-

ference will be education .. WeWe have re-

quested
rere-

quested
re-re¬-

quested the school boards in the region-

to
regionregion-

toto select two studentsstudelts) from each-
village

eacheach-
villagevillage to accompany their elders to the-

conference
thethe-

conferenceconference . Kawerak'sKaweraks' Elders Com-
mittee

ComCQm-CQmCom-CQm-

mittee
-¬-

mittee have discussed the gaps they see-

in
seesee-

tnintn the educational needs of their-
students

theirtheir-

studentsstudents and tentativelytentatlvely selected main-
topics

mainmaint-

opiC4topicstopiC4
,
for the conference .. The primaprimaryprimary-

focus
aa-

focusfocus willWI\IWII\ be on Identity ., Speakers willwill-

be
willwiltwilt-

bebe asked to discussdistuss the Importance of-

family
ofof-

famdyfamilyfamdy relationshipsrelatio\lshlpsrelatiolshlps\ , tribes ,, naming-

and
namingnaming-

andand native values .,

Over the last eight years an average-
of

avemge-
of

averageavemge
of 250 - 300 elders attend the con-

ference
eon-eoncon-conconeon-

ference
-¬-

ference .. The elders ,,. speakers and-

others
andand-

otherotherothers pay their own fares into Nome-

to
NomeNome-

toto attend the conference .. The people-
do

peoplepeople-

dodo this at great personal expense ,, as-

all
asas-

allall our villagesvj11ages and Nome are isolated-
and

isolatedisolated-
andand accessible only by air . We feel

,

their continued attendance speaks for-

itself
forfor-

itselfitself .,

During the week long conferenceconference-
the

conference-
thethe peoplepeople of Nome hosthObt the elders-
Businesses

elderselders-
BusinessesBusinesses throughout the region and-
state

andand-

slatestateslate donate their time and money to-

bus
to 11-

busbus , feed and assist the elders .. TheThe-
conference

The-
conferenceconference success depends onQn the-
united

thethe-

unitedunited efforts of all people concernedconcerned-
Speakers

concerned-
Speakers

concerned-
SpeakersSpeakers are invited to update thethe-

elde
the-

eldereldeeldereldert.$ on any informationInfot11)ationInfot11ation) that might i-

affect
1i1-

affectAffect theirl1Ielr lifestyle .. In turn the elders-
take

elderselders-
taketake pailpart inhi dailydally group sessions whenwhen-
they

when-
they

whenII

they supply us with histaoihistoricalhisCoI/ea1hisCoIea1'/cal informa-
tion

informainforma-¬.-
tion we request ,, ssiichsuchch as placeplac names ;

land use ; animal migration and-
behavior

andand-
behaviorbehavior ; tides ;; currentscutrents ;: sea ice ;;: rules-
for

rulesrules-
forfor living ; survival techniques ; etc ..

Once again we are inviting the Ber-

ino
Ber-BerBer-

in
BerBer-¬-

iningino StraitsStmits Siberian Eskimo elders toto-

join
to-

jomjoinjomWashingtondignitariesus . Some of the Washington
dignitaries have shown an active in-

terest
In-

terest
inIn-In¬-

terest in helping us .. If we receive anyany
informationanyinformationconcerningeoncerning this we willwiltwill-

contact
wilt-

contactcontact you ..


