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Tundra Times EditorEdito-

rConcern

Edito-

rConcernConcern about Alaska NativeNative-
land

Native-
landland holdings and the fate ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative corporation stockstockafterafter
1991 when that stockstockcancan bebe-

sold
be-

soldsold to non-NativesnonNatives- has- , promp-
ted

promp-
ted

promppromp-¬-

ted the Alaska Federation of Na-

tiv
Na-

tives
NaNa-¬-

tivtivess to take On a project to stu-

dy
stu-

dy
stustu-¬-

dy .Jhe.thethe matter..

Under federal D-2D2- legislationlegislation-

last
legislation-

lastlast year , all regionalregionalandandandvillagevillagevillage-

corporation
village-

corporationcorporation stock will be recall-

ed
recall-

ed
recallrecall-¬-

ededandand re-issuedreissued- to shareholdersshareholders-
inin 1991 , 20 years after the pass-

age
pass-

age
passpass-¬-

age of ..thetheJhe Alaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act.,

That re-issuedreissued- stock can bebe-

sold
be-

soldsold by the Native shareholdershareholder-
toto non-NativesnonNatives- if the shareholdershareholder-
desires

shareholder-
desiresdesires and Roger Lang , anan-

AFNboard
an-

AFNboard--AFN-boardAFNboardAFN-boardAFN'4AFN4'.,'-- > oard member-fearsmemberfearsmember.fearsmemberfears*.-- whatwhat-
might

what-
mightmight happenhappen-tohappento"-"toto10 Native holdingsholdings-

then
holdings-

thenthen .

In a memorandum to the AFNAFN-
Land

AFN-
LandLand Claims Committee , LangLang-

recommended
Lang-

recommendedrecommended the stdy be con-
ducted

concon-¬.-

ducted with the possible endendofofof-

rewriting
of-

rewritingrewriting the D-2D2D2amendment- amendment toto-

statestatetate that any stockstocksoldsold to aa-

nonNative
a-

nonNativenon-NativenonNative- after 1991 will taketake-

on
take-

onon a non-votingnonvoting- status . In thatthat-

way
that-

wayway , Native shareholders wouldwould-

retain

would-

retainretain control of their regionalregional-
and

regional-
andandandvillagevillage corporations, .

""TheThe stock owns the land .

The Natives don'tdont' own the landland-
and

land-
andand that'sthats' a great danger ," war-

ned
war-

ned
warwar-¬-

ned Lang .

""TheThe whole of D-2D2- is predi-
cated

predi-
cated

predipredi-¬-

catedcatedonoaon. the given (assumption )
that the stock will be soldsoldandand II-

think
I-

thinkthink there are other options ,"
said Lang ._

He warned that the mattermatter-
sould

matter-
souldsould be studiedstudiedandand recommen-
ded

recommen-
ded

recommenrecommen- ¬-

ded because he fears that muchmuch-

Nativeheld
much-

NativeheldNative-heldNativeheld- stock will be sold offoff-
and

off-
andand Native ownership of theirtheir-

ANCLA
their-

ANCLAANCLA lands lost if somesome-

action
some-

actionaction isn'tisnt' taken .

""WeWe have people in our rere-

gion
re-

gion
re-re¬-

gion whose whole livelihoods de-

pend

de-

pend

de-

pend
de-de-,

pend on the state-issuedstateissued- permitspermits-
and

permits-
andand they (the Natives ) areare-

selling
are-

sellingselling those permits off . "
Lang , a Sealaska shareholdershareholder-

and
shareholder-

andand Board of Directors member ,

was speaking of the state-issuedstateissuedstateissued-
fisheries

stateissued-
fisheries

-

fisheries permits . He also headsheads-

the
heads-

thethe Alaska Native Foundation , aa-

nonprofit
a-

nonprofitnon-profitnonprofit- coalition whichwhichrerere-

presents
re-

presents
re-re¬-

presents Alaska Native nonpro-
fit

nonpro-
fit

non-prononpronon-pro-- ¬-

fit organizations and villagevillage-

corpora
village-

corporationscorporacorporationstions .

Land said-saidsaidhe- he jsis particulady-
concerned

particularlyparticuladyparticularly-
concernedconcerned about the fate of thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage corporations whichwhichareareare-
making

are-
makingmaking little in assets . He sarasalasaia nene-

fears
ne-

fearsfears that people may sell offoff-

that
off-

thatthat less lucrative stockstockandandand-

lose
and-

loselose controlcontrolofof their villages .

Lang is less worried about lolo-

sing
lo-

sing
lo-lo¬-

sing control of regional corpor-
ation

corpor-
ation

corporcorpor-¬-

ation '"'stockstock"stock Tmtbut siad that con-

cerns
con-

cerns
concon-¬-

cerns him too .

The land claims committeescommittees-
voted

committees-
votedvoted to accept the studystudyasas aa-

project
a-

projectproject of the full land claimsclaims-

board
claims-

boardboardboardandand to fund it at $$50,00050000, .

Under the structure of AFN ,

when a project is accepted byby-

the
by-

thethe board , eacheachregionregion contri-

butes
contri-

butes
contricontri-¬-

butes to the projectprbject as it seessee-
sfit

sees-

fitfit..

VVotingoting to accept the projectproject-

were
project-

werewere Arctic Slope , Bering Straits ,

Bristol Bay ,. Calista , Chugach ,

NANA , Sealaska Regional Cor-

porations
Cor-

porations
CorCor-¬-

porations . Representatives fromfrom-

Doyon
from-

DoyonDoyon and Ahtna were out ofof-

the
of-

thethe room when the vote waswas-

taken
was-

takentaken . No representative fromfrom-

Koniag
from-

KoniagKoniag was present . Cook InletInlet-

abstained
Inlet-

abstainedabstained .

The year-longyearlong- study will bebe-

conducted
be-

conductedconducted by the ANF whichwhich-

Lang
which-

LangLang heads , and the full board .

Lang offered the use ofofaa recent-

lyinstalled
recent-

lyinstalled
recentrecent-¬-

ly-installedlyinstalled- teleconference hook-

up
hook-

up
hookhook-¬-

up at ANF to enable them toto-

Continued

to-

Continued(ContinuedContinuedonon Page Sixteen )
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hold teleconference meetingsmeetings-

instead
meetings-

insteadinstead ofofrequiringrequiring al the com-

mittee
comcom-¬.-

mittee members to be present inin-

one

in-

oneone place to meet..

OneOnesuggestion-suggestion-suggestion that the AFNAFN-

seek
AFN-

seekseek money to fund the studystudy-

from
study-

fromfrom the federal government oror-

other
or-

otherother sources was shot downdown-

when
down-

whenwhen a board member said hehe-

didn't
he-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' want someone else payingpaying-

for
paying-

forfor a study telling Natives wherewhere-

they
where-

theythey would be .

Lang said the timing of thethe-

study
the-

studystudy is important if only bebe-

cause
be-

cause
be-be¬-

cause of many of thetl1\tl1tl1attorneys\ attorneysattorneys-
and

attorneys-
andand panels of experts who hel-

ped
hel-

ped
helhel-¬-

ped on the land claims act and

other matters involving NativesNatives-
are

Natives-
areare stillstillalivealive andandworkingworking , aa-

situation
a-

situationsituation whichwhichmightmight changechange-
inin 10 years .

One possible recommenda-
tion

recommendarecommenda- ¬.-

tion the study group might looklook-
at

look-
atat , according to Lang'sLangs' memor-
andum

memor-
andum

memormemor-¬-

andum , could be requiring share-
holder

share-
holder

shareshare-¬-
holder to give first option toto-

purchase
to-

purchasepurchase stock ""atat a reasonablereasonable-
price

reasonable-
priceprice " to their Native relatives ,
or the regional or village corpor-
ations

corpor-
ations

corporcorpor-¬-

ations befbeforebefrere selling to non-
Natives

non-
Natives

non-
Natives

non-non-

Natives .

""TheThe urgency ofofof-theseofthese.
- these ques-

tions
ques-quesquestquest-

tions
-':"

tions , and the development ofof-
answers

of-
answersanswersanswers-answersanswersto"- toto"' them , is emphasized

by the current financial condi-

tion
condicondi-¬.-

tion of some of the village cor-

porations
cor-

porations
corcor-¬-

porations which have no visiblevisible-
surface

visible-
surfacesurface resources . To some ofof-
them

of-
themthem , the year 1991 is not allall-

that
all-

thatthat important , since they willwill-

be
will-

bebe out of business before thatthat-
date

that-
datedate ."

He told the land claims com-
mittee

com-
mittee

comcom-¬-
mittee that seven village corcor-

porations
cor-

porations
cor-cor¬-

porations were dissolved lastlast-

year
last-

year
---
because

b-

ecauseyearyearbecausebecause ,. thethe corporationcorporation-
leaders

corporation-
leadersleaders hadn'thadnt' filed papers withwith-
the

with-
thethe state or paid the requiredrequired-
registration

required-
registrationregistration fee forfor the pastpast-
three

past-
threethree years . All butbut one has beenbeen-
re.incorporated

been-
reincorporatedre-incorporatedreincorporatedre.incorporatedreincorporated-. with the help of

AFN , said AFNAFN'chairmanAFNchairman"'"chairmanchairman'chairman of thethe-

board
the-

boardboard Nelson Angapak .

The committee members alsoalso-

discussed
also-

discusseddiscussed the cultural aspects ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska Natives and Willie Hens-

ley
Hens-

ley
Hens-

ley
Hens-Hens-

ley , of NANA discussed thethe-

NANA's
the-

NANA'sNANA'sNANAs' Inupiat Spirit Commit-

tee
Commit-

tee
CommitCommit-¬-

tee which has taken on the jobjob-

of
job-

ofof revitalizing the spiritual deve-

lopment
deve-

lopment
devedeve-¬-

lopment of the Inupiat commun-
ity

communcommun-¬.-
ity in the region .

Hensley pointed out thatthat-

without
that-

withoutwithout the inner spirit thatthat-

Alaska
that-

AlaskaAlaska Natives have , all theirtheir-

holdings
their-

holdingsholdings are meaningless .

""WeWe"We'mustWemust"'"-

must
m- ust'- must
m- ust be willing to con-

vey
con-

vey
concon-¬-

vey this to our people ... . Whether

you have stock it doesn'tdoesnt' mat-

ter
mat-

ter
matmat-¬-

ter if you have no spiritual iden-

tity
iden-

tity
ideniden-¬-

tity . The land gives the power toto-

survive
to-

survivesurvive in the politicalpoliticalarenaarena .

Our first priority should be to bebe-

profitable
be-

profitableprofitable , it weakens us andand-

someone
and-

someonesomeone else gets the land ..""
One reservation voiced aboutabout-

the
about-

thethe study group is the concernconcern-
'that

concern-
that-'that'that-that the groups it represents areare-

so
are-

soso diverse andandmanymany of thethe-

regions
the-

regionsregions may be uncertain aboutabout-

their
about-

theirtheir future .

'"'TheThe"The difficulty is that I don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

'
know any regions that havehave-

made
have-

mademade long-termlongtermlong.termlongterm-. goals for them-

selves
them-

selves
themthem-¬-

selves ," said Lang .,


