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A
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A

TknaTIrMaTian

givesAlaskaA Hatestate bfllbill whichwhidt gives
AlukaAlaska villagesges the option of dede-
ciding

de-dede-
ciding

-¬-

ciding if they wfllwillwillallowallowallQW alcoholaIcoho,

sales and consumption amongamong-
residents

among-
residentsresidents hashaa been signed'* by
GovGov'JayGovJayGovlaybyGovlaybyGov.:.'Jay Hammond .,

The bOlbill , Senate Bill 65 , waawaswaa-
signed

was-
signedsigned IJuneune 19 ,. and allows eacheach-
village

each-
villagevillage in the state to begin thethe-
process

the-
processprocess of holding local optionoption-
elections

option-
electionselections to do something on aa-

local
a-

locallocal level about alcohol use andand-
abuse

and-
abuseabuse .

The law expands a 1980 lawlaw-
which

law-
whldtwhichwhldt provided that communi-
ties

communicommuni-communi-
ties

-¬-

ties may vote to take one of fourfour-

actions
four-

actionsactions concerning talesale of liquor ;

forbid the sale of liquor ; have aa-

communJtyapproved
a-

communityapprovedcommunity-approvedcommunityapprovedcommunJty-approvedcommunJtyliqUOfJcenseliquorlicense-- liquorliqUOf

!licenseJcense ; have ta communityap-
proved

community-apcommunityapcommunlty.ap-communlty.apcommunity-ap-communlty.ap-
proved

-. -¬-

proved liquor store ; or forbidforbid-

the
forbid-

thethe sale and importation ofof-

liquor
of-

liquorliquor inInaa village community .
That 1980 law , however ,,

did not provide the procedureprocedure-
toto hold a local option election 16totO-

vote
to-

votevote on the four alternatives..

The procedure for voting onon-
the

on-
thethe alternatives varys depending-
on

depending
on the type of community .
CommunitiesCommunltles in Alaska areare-

either
are-

eithereither municipalities whichwhidt In-

rural
inin-

ruralruralruralareasareas means secondsecondclass-
cities

second-classsecondclass-<- lasslass-

citiescities , or established or tra-

ditional
tra-

ditional
tratra-¬-

ditional vOllagesvilllagesvillages .

In a municipality , a petitionpetrtionpetition-
stating

petrtion-
statingstating that the communitycommunity-
wIShes

community-
wisheswishes to vote on one of thethe-

four
the-

fourfour choices must be circulated .
The petitionpetitlon wfllwill state whatwhat-

choices
what-

choiceschoices the commuDitycommunity wISheswIShes-

to
wishes-

toto vote onOD _
AnyoAnyonee ,inin- -i- ninthe,- the communitycommunity-

may
communityommunrtyommunrty-

maymay startstart ththethe, petition but for aa-

petition
a-

petitionpetition to bbfbe ,validv-1Jv1Jvalid- ! , alat 'least 3S353S-

percent
35-

percent
"

percent of the number ofofregcsofregisregis-
tered

regcs-regcsregis-regisregcs-

tered
--

teredvoterstered voters voting in the lastlast-

regular
last-

regularregular election must sign the

'petitiont'ftitiontftition.. ::..- - -

petitionThe people signinglignlnl the petipeti--¬-
tion also . must be registered to-
vote

toto-
votevote before they sign . AnyAny-
penon

Any-
personpersonpenon may register to vote andand-
then

and-
thenthen sign the petition . TheThe-
petition

The-
petitionpetition has aabfe"-"hfehfe-bfebfe"lifelife " of 90 daysdays-
which

days-
whichwhich means that from the datedate-

of
date-

ofof the firstflrSt signature until thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition is filedfiledwithwith the com-

munity
comcom-com¬.-

munity city clerk , not moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 90 days can have passed..

The City Clerk then reviewsreviews-
the

reviews-
thethe petition and submits thethe-

certified
the-

certifiedcertified petition to the citycity-

council
city-

councilcouncil .. The council then hashas-

to
has-

toto schedule an election . If thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition is filedflied 90 days beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe annualannualregular"-"regularregular-regular *"* election ,,
the question can be put on aa-

separate
a-

separateseparate ballot and voted on atat-

the
at-

thethe same tlmtimetuna as the general-

election
generalgeneral-

electionelection . AAspecialspecialspecialeditionedition alsoalso-

can
also-

cancan be scheduled to vote on thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition ..

The procedure IS generally-

the
generallygenerally-

thethe same for an establishedestsbllSbed or-

traditional
oror-

traditionaltraditional village wantingwantlng to-

have
toto-

havehave an alcohol local optionoption-
election

option-
electionelection . Again , anyone can-
start

cancan-
startstart a& pel1tionpetition andandagainagamagain , IIitII-

takes
it-

takestakes 35 percent of the register-
ed

regester-
ed

registerregester-regesterregister-¬-

ed voters of the communitycommunity-
must

community-
mustmust sign up .

The difference comes becausebecause-

the
because-

thethe petitions should then be sentsent-

to
sent-

toto the state director Of-

Elections
ofof-

ElectionsElections,,, Patty Ann PolleyPoUey ,
Division of Elections , PouchPoudt AF ,,

Juneau , AKAI( 99819981199911L., She willwtllwill-

gn

wtll-

8SS1gn

will-

assign8SS1gnassigngn sosomeone from her officeoffice-

to
office-

toto go to the community 10to con-

duct
concon-.-

duct the election ..

For both the munICipality-

and
municipality

and established village, moremore-

than
more-

thanthan one-halfonehalf-- of the people-

voting
peoplepeople-

votingvoting mostmust vote for the dtolCechoice .

For both the municipalitymunicipality-
andand established villageviDage , the-

wishes
thethe-

wISheswishes of majoritymaJonty of the votersvoters-

rule
voters-

rulerule . For example , if 97 people-

vote
peoplepeople-

votevote In- -the- - election- andid 49 volevote

--totoItoto ban ' aIalcoholakohoUbof.;, thatthat
' ""j-"jj"jtheis;U -

the-

choice
the-

choke
the

choicechokeliquorsales. IfHU 49 voteYote to keep liquorliquor-
salessalessales,, that is the choicedtolce and isis-

enforced
is-

enforcedenforced .
The community must notifynotnotify-

the
yyt-

hethe department oroforIawlaw and thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment of public safety ofof-

the
of-

thethe results of the election .

Once the will of the village isis-

known
is-

knownknown , the Alaska StateSl2te Troo-
pers

TrooTroo-Troo-
pers

--¬

pers assume responsibility forfor-

enforcing
for-

enforcingenforcing any violationsviolatlorll of thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage choicedtOtce .

Anyone who violates thethe-

decision
the-

decisiondecision of the village vote IS-

thereby
isis-

therebythereby violating the law and hashas-

committed
has-

committedcommitted a crunecrime-PeoplecrimePeople. -'i'eopleieople wish-

ing
wishwish-.-

ingInl to report the crimecrunecrimeshouldcrime-shouldcrimeshouldcrimeshould-
call

--"-shouldshould1hould1hould-
callcall the state trooperstrooperf '.

Conviction on a first viola-

tion
violaviola-¬.-

tion will be classedcIassed as a mis-
demeanor

mIS-
demeanor

mismIS--¬-

demeanor . The second violationviolation-

isis a felony and that person , on aa-

second
a-

secondsecond'"

convictionconvicfjon by a court ,
wfllwill facerace a jail sentence .

Penalty for the misdemeanor-
conviction

nusdemeanormisdemeanornusdemeanor-
convictionconviction is from 10 days to

one year in jailjailandand aI $$500500S500 fine .
For Ia felony conviction ; thethe-

maxJmum
the-

maximummaximummaxJmum penalty is up to fiveflYeflY-
eyears

fiv-
eyearyearsyear in jail and a $$50,00050000S50OOO, finefme .

The local option process isis-

only
is-

onlyonly for communitiescommunJties which-

want
whichwhich-

wantwant itit. It is not for everyoneeveryone-
and

everyone-
andand people in the communitycommumtycommumty-
must

community-
mustmustcommumtydtoicesupport the communitycommumtycommunity-
choicechoicedtoice for it to work and must-

understand
mustmust-

understandunderstand the purpose of the-

vote
thethe-

votevote and what can happen toto-
someone

to-
someonesomeone who breaks the law af-
ter

afaf-af-.
ter a commumtycommunity has held anan-

elecl1on
an-

electionelecl1onelection..

One thing that should be re-

embered
re-

membered
re-rereore-

omembered

--

emberedmembered is that communncommunllles-
which

communities-
which

communlllescommunities
which , more than 90 daysdaysjj..agoago, ,.

gathered signaturesSlgDatures on pel1l1ons-
seeking

petitionspel1l1onspetitions-
seekingseeking to ououtlawtlaw alcohol must-
gather

mustmust-
gathergather signaturesSlgDltures againagam because-

the
becausebecause-

thethe petition'spetitions' ""lifelife"bfebfe " has gone
beyondgonebeyondthe legal limit .

In closing,, many people iwor-
ked

worwor--.
ked on Senate Bill 65 , wwhich-

makes
wluchwhichwluch-

makes
!

makes this process possible ..

Many commumtlescommunities wrote to the

AlaskaAIub StateSl2te legislaturel.qlqsIature. andad lele-

gislators
Ie-Iele-le-Ie-

gis1aton
¬-

gislatorsgis1aton read their words... A fewfew-

people
few-

peoplepeople called .
Samuel SmithSouth of Mekoryuk.,

Mayor Pat Phillips of AlakanukAIakanuk ,.
Max Lestenkof of StStSL. PaulPaul,., EthelEthel-
Adcox

Ethel-

AdcoxAdcox of Ihamnalliamnalhamns and othersothers-
testified

others-
testifiedtestified on the need for thethe-

local
the-

locallocal option processprocess-processbefore- before thethe-

committees
the-

committeescommittees on the Alaska SeSe-Se-Se-
nate

Se-

nate
¬-

nate and House of Representa-
tives

RepresentaRepresenta- ¬.-
tivesmes.. These people writing andand-

talking
and-

talkmgtalkingtalkmg to10 the LLegWatureLegislature' - areare-

fighters
are-

fightersfighters who want to make thethe-

election
the-

electionelection process work min ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska and deserve congratula-
tions

congra.tuJacongratuJacongratula-congratula. .-

honstions .

If you or your village havehave-

any
have-

anyany questloQsquestiogs or If you WlRtwant as-

sistance
as-as-as-

SIStance

-

SIStance or someone to come toto-

your
to-

youryour communitymunity to work on thethe-

alcohol
the-

alcoholalcohol locallocalopl1onoptionopl1on process.,.
please wntewrite Carole A BaekeyBackey ,

Alaska LegalLeo Services Corpora-

tion
CorporaCorpora-¬.-

tiontlon , 616155 ""HHH "" Street , Anchor-

age
AnchorAnchor-¬.-

age , Alaska 99501 or call her at
272-94312729431272.94312729431-.


