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Like many of the residents of the Yukon and Kuskokwim RiversRiven , Parka drift nets forfor-

king
for-

kingking salmon which is air dried or smoked . The salmon is eaten throughout the year ,

hopefully with a little left over by the time the next year'syears' fishing season comes .
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Paragohn Parka , who says he is 70 something plusplus-
stands

plus-
standsstands quietly one morning two weeks ago at NapakiakNapaklakNapakiak-
where

Napaklak-
wherewhere he has lived much of his lifehfe as a subsistence hunterhunter-
and

hunter-
andand fisherman and trapper .,
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ParkaParka stillstili uses a dog team ininthein the wlnwinterwinterr montmontnsmonthss , anan-

he
and-

he
and

he catches ''dogdog ' or chum salmon to be dried for his dogdog-
team's

dog-
team'steam'steams' food during the long winter months Shown somesome-
of

some-
ofof the tails of salmon also dried for dog food

Work is never donedone-
for

done-
forfor Paragohn Parka

By BOB KOWELUKKOWELUK-

Tundra
KOWELUK-

TundraTundra Times Staff-

I'm

StiffStaffStiff-

I'm'I'mIm' just alone , no sister , nono-
brother

no-
brotherbrother , " the elderly man saId-
qUietly

saidsaid-
quietlyquietly as he stoodstoodnearnear the saIsal-

akehouse
sal-

mon
sal-sal-.

mon smokehouseakehouse early one mor-

j
mor-

mng
mor-

ning
mor-mor-

mngning twoj weeksweeksagoagoago-

Paragohn
ago-

Paragohn
ago-

ParagohnParagohn Parka , of Nap11-
was

Nap-1-1-Nap1NapasklakNapaskiakNapasklak-

was
Napaskiak-

was
- ' " - -

was inan orphan as he grew upup-

He
up-

HeHe" remembersL s the pastpast-

"I'm
past-

enty""I'mIm""mm' seventyenty plus soso-

thing
some-

thing
some-

thmg
some-some -

thingthmg.., " Paragohn said ""II. had nono-

mother
no-

mothermother and no father They dieddied-

when
died-

whenwhen 1I was very young I sawsaw-
my

saw-
mymy father for a little while , butbut-
II didn'tdidnt' see my mothermother-

"I'm
mother-

"I'm
mother-

"I'm""I'mIm'' just alone , no sister , nono-

brother
no-

brotherbrother "

In his youth ., Paragohn atten-
ded

attenalienatten-¬.-

ded school , andandworkedworked for thethe-

reindeer
the-

remdeerreindeerremdeer herders and has spentspent-
hIS

spent-
hishis life as a subsistence hunterhunter-

and
hunter-

andand fishefishermanfisherman-

"I
rm an

""II. didn'tdidnt' go to school tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuch ,
,"" Paragohn said ""JustJust"Just-

three
"Just-

threethree years IIwentwent to the schoolschool-

atat Bethel at the orphanage "
As a young man ., ParagohnParagohn-

trapped
Paragohn-

trappedtrapped minkmmk , foxes and Oller-

to
otterOllerotter-

toto supplement his subsistencesubsistence-
hunting

subsistence-
huntmghuntinghuntmg and fishingfishmg.. He remem-

bers
remem-

men

remem-remem -.

bers the changes as the whitewhite-

men
white-

menmen ., preachers , gold minersmmers and-

others
andand-

othersothers movedmovedintointo the lands inmin-

which
m-

whIChwhich he
..grewgrewgrew up . Quietly inm his

own way he remembers and acac-

cepts
ac-ac'-

cepts what had happenedhappened-

"ILapplanders'""II"Iworkedworkedworkedwtthworkedwithwtthwith the Lapp-Lapp--

landers when they came here-

with
herehere-

wIthwith reindeerremdeer .,
" Paragohn said-

He
saidsaid-

HeHe looked to the horizonhonLOn seeingseemgseemg-
m

seeing-
ininm his mindsmmds eye the herds of re-

indeer
rereore-rereo-

mdeer
¬-

indeermdeer .,
''II'Ican. can see then now ' 1II-

worked
I-

workedworked for 20 years with the-
reindeer

thethe-

reindeerreindeer herders as a vouneyoungyoung-
man

young-
man "man

The reindeerremdeer he remembersremembers-

stayed
remembers-

stayedstayed atal the hills to the southsouth-
"The

south-

'The'""TheThe'The reindeerremdeer were killed byby-

wolves
by-

wolveswolves and some bby) disidISease ,
"

Paragohn "said"* sadlysadly-

As

<

As PaiPai-

the
Paragohn talked qUietly .,

the kingkmgking-

had
andandchumchum salmon hehe-

had
he-

hadhad caught using his driftdnfl net inmin-

the
in-

the
m-

thethe KuskokwunKuskokwim Rivr-

being
Rivr-RivrRiver- werewere-

bemg
were-

beingbeingbemg prepared for storage TheThe-
kmg

The-
king

me
kingkmg salmon were beingbemg airall dneddned-

or
dned-

oror smoked for eatingeatmg duringdunng thethe-

long
the-

longlong andandcoldcold winterwU1ter monthsmonths-
The

months-
TheThe chum or dog salmon werewere-

bemg
were-

beingbeingbemg dried also for winterwmter butbut-

for
but-

forfor his dog team .

Paragohn said he was alsoalso-

savmg

also-

savingsavmgsaving the salmon eggs ,. drying-

them
drymgdryingdrymg-

themthem for hIS dog tt-

dunng
leamteam to eateat-

dunng
eat-

duringdunngduring the winterwmler monthsmonths-

"They
months-

"They""TheyThey need the food ,, bones andand-

tteggsggs to keep them healthy " hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .

A delICacydelICacywaswass beingbemg fermen-

ted
fermenfermen-¬.-

ted inm a shallow pit near byby-

"ThIS
by-

"This'"'ThisThis"ThIS is stinkslink heads mIn a pitpit-

about
pit-

aboutabout two feet deepdeepandand a-

id

a-

round
a-

round
a-a-

roundround-roundroundParagohnid ,
,'"- Paragohn saIdJ ""WeWe" ' putput-

Ihem
put-

themIhemthem min there and cover themthem-

with
them-

wnhwnhwith a fewv inchmchesinches of mud onon-

top
on-

toptop to10 keep the blue flies outout-

of
out-

of
out-

uof- ' --uuthem "SometSometimesuneses .
,"" ParagohnParagohn-

saId

Paragohn-

saidsaId , ""thethe fltesflies
_ . _ _ nilwill lay theirthelltheir-

eggs

thell-

eggseggs inm there andandruinrumruin the stinkstmkstink-

heads
stmk-

headsheads " The stink heads will bebe-

ready
be-

readyready In two to three weeksweeks-

Today
weeks-

TodayToday . Paragohn says he is
''70 something plus ' He is stillstill-

strong
still-

strongstrong physically and makes hIS-

hvmg
hishis-

livinglivinghvmg much as he has inm the pastpast-

Now
past-

NowNow he has a wife and two daudau-

ghters
dau-

ghtersghters andandoneone sonson-

HIs

son-

His
son-

HisHis weathered face shows the-

hard
thethe-

hardhardhardworkmghardworkingworkingworkmg life he has ledled-

throughout
led-

throughoutthroughout the yearsyears-

The
years-

The
years-

TheThe years of livinglivmgIiving are catch-

ing

catchcatch-¬.-

ing up to Paragohn Last year he-

had
hehe-

hadhad traveled Outside to see aa-

doctor
a-

doctordoctor This year he muslmust .alsoalso-

"After
also-

"After

! =

""AfterAfter the fishing season I'I'llIll'" bebe-

flYing

be-

flyingflying to see a doctor ItIt'sIts' s aa-

fivehour
a-

fivehourfive-hourfivehour-- flightfltght from Anchorage ,

somewhere outoUI there " ParagohnParagohn-

said
Paragohn-

said
Paragohn-

tiiHtiiHtiiH-

ork
said
saidWork

Workork is never done howeverhowever-

And
however-

AndAnd he returnedrelurned to work see-

ing
see-seesee-

Ing
--

Ing hIS smoked salmon neededneeded-

more
needed-

moremore willows min the smolderingsmoldering-
lire

smoldering-
firelirefire min the smoke shed


