
letters from here and there

I1 will miss my uncle

dear editor
while stationed at ft

richardson in 1952 1I met and

married my wife her maiden
name was lena underwood not
long after our marriage wewc took a
trip to copper center and
glennallenglennellenGlennallen where I1 met her aunt
mamicandmamieMami andcand uncleunclewalterUnc walterleWalter charley
it was a pleasure and an honor to

meet such nice people I1 met all

the children cousins and friends
of the family including ruth and
harry john highly respected
members of the community

in 1990 after retiring we
were able to return to alaska after
23 years for a two week vacation
one of the elders my wifescifes
cousin jim mckinley had died
and the whole town met in a big

town hall I1 was thpohp only white
guy there and I1 felt very much out
of place everyone who came in

shook everybody elsesalses hand in

greeting I1 was sitting next to uncle
walter and feeling very uneasy
until he introduced me to a promiaromi
nent looking gentleman as his
lightfight complected nephew well

after that I1 was shaking bandshands and
talking with everyone

everyone brought food from

home thene younger folks served
the elders and treated them with

respect it was a great dinner es
peciallyspeciallypeciallyi the moose meat I1 really

mfilthonored4wonoq to be martofpartofpart of all of it
lateLaterlatersongsr songs were sung telling the
story of the life and experiences of
their deceased friend

it seemed nearly every issue
of the tundra times7 imes had apicture
or a story about walter charley
telling about his work and dedica-
tion to alaska natives I1 was very
sad when I1 was told of bishis death
over the years I1 learned to re-
spect him as a great guy to talk
with and a serious and knowl-
edgeableedgeable man to listen to I1 will
never forget mr walter charley
he will liveeye in my memory as a
truly great man who contributed
so much ofhis time to promoting
the dignity and welfare of his
people I1 am proud to have been a
part of his life and to have met his
wonderful wife mamie and their
family I1 will miss my uncle
walter

his light complectedcomplectecomplectef

nephew
donald R horton

columbus OH

I1

how to live and
survive

dear editor
I1 was very happy to read that

tundra tunes7aiesxies is once again back
in business it is the only alaskan
paper where I1 felt truly in touch
with the people ofalaska

I1 readmad the column that charles
kaidzakkairaiuakkaiduak wrote with great inter-
est he is spouting alot of lower
48 indianisms about spiritual
healing and then writes about get

tingding counseling for his problems
I1 think it is the age old quest that
every human goes through to find

his place in the world and in

order to do that you must commit

jouryour life to your beliefs fanatics
have always confused memc because
when they finally commit tosome-

thing then there is no room for

alternatives yet hehc is doing just
that by seeking counseling along

with his spiritual healing
I1 have always thought that

life is full of options when I1 mar-
ried a teacher he taught me bishis

way of life and wwhen we were
raising our sons ininbaskaBaskaka they

adapted to all the different cul-

tures of the schools and communi-
ties in which we lived

I1 come from a very loving

family and community wherenow

the children commit suicide to

escape their problems I1 think my
survival as an athabascan is not
based on practicing my culture

but on learningleaming to accommodate
all cultures in my life our lives

are always going to be changing

to say that going back to the be-

liefs of our various cultures will

bring aboutourbealingaboutourabou tour healing bisoneisoneis one way

of coping with change
I1 think the main weapon in

fighting offdrugoffdrug abuse in any form

is assimilating into our lives the

different ways of coping from all
cultures and notjustnot just going back to
our roots andandlcantdismissI1 cant dismiss those
people from my life that were so
instrumental in who I1 am now
my family my faith as taught to

me by fr baud fr sebesta sis-
ters anne Evevelinecline margaret ida
and all the other religious whom

ive known throughoutthroughoutmy40plusmybomy4o plus

years they have all taught me as
well admyasmyasmy athabascan family bow

to live and survive in this world
to summarize I1 guess what

im saying is that we should all
come together to help one another
in the best possible way we can
despite our differences cant we

take the good from all the differ
ent cultures such as spiritual heal-

ing medical technology religious
doctrines etc to bring about our
physical and mental health

god bless us all
olingaalinga stickman flisock

mansfield PA

shameful conduct

assembly and mayor amkfmkfwkawk
anchorage municipality
632 west 6thath avenue
anchorage AK 99501

ladies and gentlemen and
mayor fink

this communication ad-
dresses the park land use ballot 1I
would like each of you totd knowbow
bowhour I1 feel about this affront to
myself I1 am a long time constitu-
ent of this cityvbencity when you de-

cided to put the ballot outoul you
renegedrenewed responsibility for the
completion of an assembly cre

abedatcdated plan no matter that it took
many years to address

since you did not face up to
or promote prior commitments
you failed to keep your word or
those of the creators of the land
use plan dutbut then that is what we

natives should expect
shouldnt weweawe7

the most appalling result of
your inability to conduct the
municipalsMunicipals business is prejudice
along with all the other equally
hateful divisions known to man
through the most honorable sys-
tem the vote

what shameful conduct
sincerely

Daninadninanina morris
anchorage

point from pt hope

dear editoredi or
I1 want to clarify the nov 4

issue I1 said both ella lisbourneLisboume
and I1 failed to reach 40 of votes

cast on oct 6thath I1 missed the 40
by one vote so the runoffrun off elec-

tion took place on the 29th ofOCLoct
in which I1 was able to come out
victorious

thank you for your publica-
tion and welcome back we need
the voice as natives to make our
concerns heardbeard I1 guess I1 can say
that tundra times7 unes is vcryvitalvery vital in
the survival of native concerns

thank you
david stone sr

mayor
PLpt hope

unnecessary
harassment

deardeareditoreditor
I1 was in glacier bay bandhand

trolling for king salmon four of
us three skiffs and we cooked
and slept on the 52 seiner
longlinercrabber from hojnakhoonahhoonak
on nov 4 we were weather
bound in bartlett cove and wit-
nessed the coast guard cutter
liberty come into the cove pick
up oneonperson on their rubber raft
took him to the liberty for about
12 hour returned him to the dock
there was a US govtgoat vehicle
parked at the end of the dock
then the liberty left early the
next am we moved to fingersfingerr
since the weather had flattened
out there was a power troller
continued on page 4



e letter
werewe re made to feel like criminals 1

continuedfromcontinued from page 2

I1anchored in the bay when we
arrived that troller badhad pumped
its oily bilge before it left prior to
daylightdayughlthatdaylightthatthat oil got on our fish-
ing gear and skiff we had to
return to the main boat to get
more cleaning soap to break up
theoil in the water that surrounded
us

around lunch time we ob-
served the NPS and USCG lib-
erty enter fingers the CG low-
ered their rubber raft and came

burwayourwayourway butnotdirecdytbeybut not directly they
veered off to the side and ap-
proachedproached along the beach before
coming to the FVIN donna ann to
ask how many of us on board and
what firearms we have we were
instructed to stay away from all
firearms while they board us
there were five of them all
armed three boarded to conduct
a safety check with a fine
tooth comb they were nervous
and did not know the rules and
regsbegs they were enforcing they
fumbled on thosethoseaavingthosehavinghaving to call
the cutter for assistance on their
own doo doo theytley were most
interested in the fish hold and the
ice binsbinbansinbinsinsinin the name of safety
they did findrind a few miner infrac-
tions which any enforcer can
do when they want as they want
thisibis is the 4thath time this FVIN has
been boarded by the USCG in the
last 2 months we heard later
from other fishermen thatwere in
glacier bay that day that they
heard the CG radio the NPOS to
inquire if they wanted to partici-
pate in &the boarding they de-
clined but were nonethelessnone the less
ready to join in on the big bust
should there be one

ibmnireenireeofofus told the CGabout
the troller that had polluted the
pristine protected glacier bay

watemhtcgardlessnootherfishwaters irregardlessirregaidless noother fish-

ing vessels were boarded for

safety checks or otherwise that

day in glacier bayday just the

vessel with the tlingit design on

it my companions couldnt re-

member seeing the USCG in the

day ever before in their lives
nowhere is the rationale or

the legal context of glacier bay
subssubsistenceWence customary and tra-
ditionalditional usage clearly stated
however the NPS has a list of

laws and guidelines they must
comply with for all proposed ac-
tions within a park or monument
with cultural resources

thisibis could explain why the
NPS hadnt bothered to contact
the federal court in juneau bout
greg browns citation for ille-
gallygallykillingkilling a seal in glacier
bay for a tlingit memorial cer-
emony

tiethe really scarey pan about
this costly and unnecessary ha-
rassmentrassment by the federal govern-
ment is all of you that this letter
is directed to has direct responsi-
bility to see that all those laws are
honored yet were made to
feel like criminals for what
why not one word from our
officials how come ourusbourus con-
gressmen havent responded to
the huna tribes plea for help
thelie only assistance were receiv-
ing is from bobwillard and he
carries the burden of subsistence
as a volunteer Is this american
justiceorjust us

sincerely
wandawandacuipculpCuIp

chookaneidei
4

descendant fromcrom glacier bay
editors note for a com-

plete copy of Ms gulpsculps letterleiter
write to tundra tunestimes with a
SASE


