Computers aided in Ahtna d

FAIRBANKS Limversty ol
Vasha Furrbanks bmgusts are using
conputers el an wrray o specialized
siftware o pridoce dictionaries in
AViina und Adaska's other. Native
languages, according o UAF

It odten i race against the clinck,
bt i the case ol Alnn — onee
spiohen . eatensively  throaphout  the
Copper Kiver area of Alaska [hee
RS e otlerng s new alter
malives Lir preserving lunguages

The iaterial represented m this
JICTIOITY s D very, Diewer  pnid
chist,” savs I James M. Kar, an
peniaite peailesson ol linguestes i the
LIAE Adpska Nutive Lanpuigee Cuooter

s o basae revord of 1the aborigimal
ind mederm worlds of the Ahtno,

hoatt mevently connpuled wnid edited
P02 puge Albine Adbabpskan dic
ey, pubdished by the Liopoage
cenmier.  Phanks 1o the purchuse amd
lree distmbwibion of SUR o the ic
Uinies by Abtna Toe. . the voluime
il it e hoane O virtuadly every Wl
san ol Ahna descent. s owel] ason
e Trwls aomid Bibcaraes thivesagehont Shide

he dictiomary sl comtaing all
maleril ever wotten i the linguspe
w il more thin BRI Texicnl entres
YR example sentetwes amd  an
Eoghsh-weAbhtna andes with 11,28
enteies. Among these are 16 1erms
Chear,” " 22 aoums ard verb themes o

s and 24 words for implementy
mde ol vopper

I alser compbns B praages ol dissus
o o A grammar, wally special
attenton il o the neredibly Com
ples Athabuskan verb

The Athabaskan verb o elaborate
enote and rare,” sard Ko, © The verh
theme “to go hus been calewated 1o
hupve over SO0 000 formes, We've been
wirksng with verb themes, ruther than
st words, becanse otherwise yinn d
irriil up with too g a book. This i
promary contans 1368 verh (themes

Connplicating Kart's task of building
thie thetioniry is the gxtensive preix
g system of Athobaskan verhs. A
anjtle verh ofen has o halt-dozen o
e prefises, remlerng Cconventional
alphutbetization useless

To solve the problem, Kar
Alphabetized the verh themes by riwis
rathier than by whole words. Accord
g to D Eoeion Buch ol the Linver

iy ol Meassachuseis ot Amberst, the

[ Jimies Ketet of the UAF Alaska Notive err_l.,'lru,qT Center his cennpiled cn Ahina Avhobascan langaage diciionary

Abma Tormat & " model Tor o kol
ol Lavout to serve the peeds ol varied
groups  that will be wsing  the
dhicthmonary. ™

Kan characterizes his dictionary as
d tremsiional” progect, because i
straddles the cras ol Tile drawers amd
modern computers Tiles. When he
started by work in 1973, every noun,
verh and aricle was noted on slips of
pupet and filed mo druwers; in 1979,
Rary bod o 2000 -page handwritten
drak

Mo, all that infarmation Inage-
ment can be done on a personal com-
puier, vustly accelerating the pace m
whith langunges can be compiled

1 were toda a dichionary on the
Lower Tanana linguage. for example,
aned o T oweren't doang anything else.
I could probably fimsh © in pwo
perars, Wt s, I used oobe than
A sichiolar could Himish one or twio dic
Licoataes i i liletime ™

- .r'ﬂ"-

Fwor dbictionanes oo hietime sl
last envugh lor many Native
languoges . While preparing s dic
pomary . Kari worked with 30 Ahina
speakers most ol the surviving
propialistion,

“There are less than 100 Adhing
speakers, and the language faces ex:
nction, says Kart, "This book s
cormng out in the later stages of the
lunguoge. "’

Kuri  began  working  wath
Athabiskan languages on the Hup.u In-
dian Reservaton in Calitorma in the
19605, where he was workmg os o
teacher, He has been at the Alaska
MNmtive Language Center since 1973
Lo B wark, bie has not only developed
respedt lor the languages, but for their
speakiers

UMulte boguohism s rootine  for
muny  older  speakers ol the
Langiages, ' says Kaey, "' For anelder
i Tok 1o speak three Athabuaskan

ictionary

lingruages 15 no less a sgn ol intellec
bl b oultorad sophostication thian i
is tor Buropeans to speak French, Ger
i and Biadon,

While studying the dictionary slone
won't be enough to allow readers o
tully understand or use Ahtnn
Athabmskan, Kan hopes his effon o
discument the language will sssist
athers attempting 1o teach Ahtna 1o a
new geaeration of speakers

The Alaska Native Language
Center, which is pan of the UAF Col
lege of Libernl Arts, has previously
[Jl.lbllnhﬂti Centrnl Yupik and 5t

arwrence [sland Eskimo dichionanes
and has o Koyukon Athabaskan dic-
LIOMArY in progress

Copies of the dicionaries  are
avatlable for 325, plus 53 50 for
postige and handling, from the Alaska
Native Language Cemer, Box 900111,
University ol Alosks Fairhanks, Fuit
hanks 99775014
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