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Emotion rules in the Capitol

Emuotion was suling in Juncau st press time Frday, and the State
| House remamed unahle w muoster the vores 1o pass o constitutional
amendment for subsistence

Action stadled when the amendmem fmled for o second time
thet House Tuesdiy ona 2317 vote, and legaslutors decided o ke
a three-diy recess tor the Fourth of July. They were scheduled 1o
eet back 1w work i the Capitol Saturdoy

While we can only hope thal common sense began 1o reign over
the weekend, o doesn’t appear that the Republican Minority o the
Hivuse is goimng o buldge. This 18 a group of people who even refused
tor et wath Congressman Don Young, o member of their own pany,
because be Bavors ancamendment instead of the chaos we have now

WeTre not gomog o spemd @ lot ol time writing about what the peo-
ple opposed o proteching subsistence are doing. Other newspapers
throughout Aluska have been pointing Hingers very effectively, but
there Comnes ot when it's useless to contmue to bewa) thear st
necked obstnence

Wl qust ke topoang out that s really baed 1o understand how
penple cun oppose o broad-based constilutional amendment which
15 permissive inonature. In faet, f the voters approved the amend
ment in November — and polls indicate ths as precisely whot would
huppen — the amendiment would not mandite that the constitution
docanything. Itwould merely suthonze the Legishoture o piss liws
[ prrotied subsistende.

Soowhit we have now s o siuation where the Aluska Supreme
Court which has declared Aloaska’s law giving priocity o rural sub.
sistenie wsers an tme of shortage unconstitutional, with the federal
povernment dssurmimg conteol of fish and game management on the
Ol percent of Alaska owned by the federal government as of July |

he Alaska Legmliure refused during regular session 1o tackle
this ssoe, s now legslators find themselves in specml session,
deadlocked over the constitutional gmendment that could solve the
problem and regan state contral of fish and game management (o
Alaska.

We hope 1o be wnting o different editorial next week. 1108 poss
ble that the coaling off penod has given people a chance W come
to theeir senses, T not, we believe that more aetion, such as that taken
by Ahtna Inc. o close Native lands to non-sharcholders will be the
| norm rather than the exception,




