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Since 1973 linguist1inli!>t Jim Kari of the University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

Alaska
Alaska's-

Alaska

'

Alaska Native Language Center has worked with speakers of thethe-

Dena'ina
the-

Dena'inaDena'inaDenaina' (also spelled TanainaTanaina.languageTanainalanguage) ,. language , the Athabaskan nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople of the Cook InletInlef region ,;' recordingecorling'( ( their lexicon and folk-folkfolk-

lote
folk-

l
folk-

lote
-

llotete ,. A new major publicationpubllcation of the ANLC , "Dena'inaDenaina" ' NounNoun-

Dictio
Noun-

DictionaryDictionaryDictio ary ," presents for the first time a comprehensive EnglishEnglish-Englis-
htoDen

English-
toDeria'i'na

*-
to-Deria'ihatoDeria'ihaDeriaihato-Deria'i'naDeria'i'naDeriainato-DentoDen- a 'mama' ' listinglistirig of nouns fromfrom alla.nan.a.n"dialectsall'dialectsalldialectsdialects"dialects

"' of the languagelanguag, .

TodayToda Dena'inaDenaina' is spoken bybybypeoplepeoplepe ple living primarily in the vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages of Nondalton , LimeUme Village , Stony River , Pedro Bay , Eklutna ,

Tyonek , Kenai , and Seldovia . More than seventy Dena'inaDenaina' speakspeak-speak-

er

¬-

er contributed to work on the dictionary , some of the major concon-con-

tributors
con-

tributors
¬-

tributors being Shem Pete of Susitna and Willow , Maxim and NellieNellie-

Chickalusion
Nellie-

ChickalusionChickalusion and.and. Peter ConstantinoConstantine
'

of Tyonek , the late Mike AlexAlex-

and
Alex-

andand Mike Theodore of EklutnaEklutna , Katherine Nicolie of Talkeetna and'and'and-

Anchorage
and-

Anchorage

'

Anchorage , Peter KalifornskyKalifomsky and FedosiaFedosla Sacaloff of Kenai , AlbertAlbert-
Wassillie

Albert-
WassillieWassillie , Harry Balluta , Pe.tePete.,

Trefon , Alec Trefon , and Antone EvanEvan-

of
Evan-

ofof Nondalton , Pete Bobby , Emma Alexie , Nora Alexie , and VongaVonga-

Bobby
Vonga-

BobbyBobby of LimeUrne Village ,, and Walter andandAnnie-AnnieAnnie.Annie-. Johnson and Para-ParaPara-

skovia
Para-

skovia
-.

skovia Roehl ofoL(, Lakeke Iliamnafiiamna . .

The dictibnary'hasdictibnaryhasdictionary'hasdictionaryhasdictionary-hasdictionaryhas''- over 5,0005000, entries and is the largest dictiondiction-diction-

ary
diction-

ary
¬-

ary of its kind everyoneever done for artail Alaska Native language . It is divideddivided-

'into
divided-

into'intointo' thirtythlrtychapters''
:;'chapterschapters' lial> t rS ; eachach dealing

'-

with
w- ith'-

witha'
withwithaa particular subject area suchsuch-

as

such-

asas .,'BirdsBirds'JJir ssSPoqd,:'., TFoodFood-SPoqdSPoqd- ,
*" 'ClothingClothingpothing'ap.dpothingap.dpothingapd'Clothing-'and'ClothingClothing'andand' .,"'-

'andand'

.
soFSo'forthSoforth'forth'forth'' . The birdbird,

and plant listslilists-

are
:>tsts-

areare jthe:;
,
thethemostmostntost extensivextensive yety t knownmown foffotfor an Alaskan Native language ,

reflectireflectingtreflecting1g thea greatgr at environmental diversitydiversit of Dena'inaDenaina' territoryterrito.ry. andand-

the
and-

therichthethe-richtherich'richrich'- rich complexityc mplexity of their culture .. Karl'sKarls' wife Priscilla RussellRussell-

Kari
Russell-

KarlKariKarl has. also done research resulting in a bookook specifically on DenaDena-DenaDena-

ina
Dena-

ina
'¬-

ina "plantplant" lore , "Dena'inaK'etunaDenainaKetuna"DD"Dena'inaDenaina" na'inaK'et-unana'inaK'etnainaKetuna'
,K'et'unaKetuna' .-*' ,:"' recently published byy theth AdultAdult-

Literacy
,

Literacy LaboratoryLabQratory in Anchorage .

As well'YenYen' ,
asas collectingcoUe t!g words , KariKarl worked with traditionaltra

,
iti nal DenaDena-DenaDena-

ina

'¬-.

ina storytellerstoryteUers to writewnte down some ofofthe'thethe-the',- fascinatingfascinatmg myths andand-

lege
and-

legendslegendslege ds of the people . 'AA"A"'
numbernumbernumberQfnumberofofQf theseese have been publishedpubIished.':asass bibi-bibi-

lingual
¬.-

lingual booklets by1>Y ANLC, , including both interlinear and free EngEng-EngEng-

lish
Eng-

lishtra"n"slations
¬-

lishlishtra"n"slationslishtranslations'translationstranslations':ti1S1ati
;" "

n . In 1974-75197475974-75974t - Joan ' TenebaumT nebaum worked in NondaltonNondalton-
copecting

Nondalton-
collectingcollectingcopecting storiestoJies,; fromfrorn peoplepeo le jtheretherthere, whichwhicbhave'aIsowhicbhaveaIso,havehave'alsohavealso,,

, 'alsoalso' beenbeenn publishedpublished-

inin four largelarg booklets by ANLC . The stories include the myths ofof-

Raven

of-

RavenRaven , fable-likefablelike-- tales of people and animals , stories of how culturalcult\lraIcultlraIcultlraI-
institutions

cultural-

Institutions
\

institutions , arosearpSearose , and histbrialhistQrial.accountshistQrialaccountshistgrialaccounts., accounts pfQfof traditional warfare andand-

the
and-

thethe 'deedsdeeds';}deeds off heroic warriorswatJwarri6rs: rs *, Many ,. of.. the events in these stories ,

whichwJ h have , been, handed downdwn,? by' ofaloralotal traditiontraditi n , sometimessoptetimes for cencen-cen-

ries

cen-

turies.occurred
¬-

turies.occurredturiesoccurredturiesries , ., occurred at sites aroundaround.CookaroundCook.CookCook. Inlet ,;<. makingmaking'themmakingthem'themthem'' of specialspecial-

interest
special-

interestinterestinterest toto the residents and visitors to the area . t.!t-
'One'OneOne' Dena'inaDenaina' storyteller , Peter KalifornskyKalifomsky of Kenai , nownow-

writes
now-

writeswrites himself in his language . An anthologyanthologyofof his work , includingincluding-

traditional
including-

traditionaltraditional stories , humorous anecdotes , and original songs andand-

poems
and-

poemspoems , have been published by ANLC ,.

These publications are all available from the Alaska NativeNative-

Language
Native-

LanguageLanguage Center ,. University of Alaska , Fairbanks , Alaska 99701 .


