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wers. in every aspect of the
Act. Costo feels the most con-
troversial and restrictive power
was in Section 16, giving the
tribes power to enact constitu-
tions and charter corporations,
‘but both of ;these so<alled

powers were subject to the
approval of the

Costo adaman

tions coming into power in the
late 40°s and S0' & new “at.-
titude™ of federal Indian policy
took shape. This era of Feder
al-Iindian relationships became
known as .the Termination
v bl ol oo
y
was bent on ending the special
relationship between Indian
Tribes and the Federal Govern-
ment,

_ tion 108 by Congress
in 1953 the stage was set for
the Federal Government to em-

bark on an all out campaign

to terminate its relationship
to many Indian Tribes.

Some of the larger Tribes.

that were indeed terminated
include the Klamath of Orgon,
the Menominees of Wisconsin,
and the “Mixed-Bloods” of the
Unath and Quray of Utah. The
result of these actions were a
disaster.

~  For the Wisconsin Meno-
minees who had been singled
out by federal officials as being
a umiquely successful tribe -

Relocatioh Program:of 'the
19SD%. " The - Sudaial. govern-

m*mi

|
:
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~ and spec istant to the pre-
sident, Phileo Nash, says the
motivating factor was greed.

Federal Trusteeship, for all

its inadequacies, stands in the
way of cheap land, water; .

grass, timber and minerals, all
of which are needed by non-
Native Americans in pursuit of

the almighty dollas,
But with the change of ad-

ministration came also a

change in Federal Indian Po-
licy. With the Democrats com-
ing into power in 1960 Indian

Policy changed from one of

ending the government’s trust
responsibility to Indians to one
of encouraging, both in theory

and with funds, the ability of

Native American Tribes to run
their own lives,

With the passage of the In-
dian Self-Determination Act of
1975 (93 Stat. 638) the fed
eral government provided the
means and the funds for Na-
tive American Tribes to man-
age, many of the Federal pro-
grams provided for Indians an
the Reservation,

The Act authorized certain
assistance to Indian Tribes to
prepare to assume responsibi-
lities such as: technical assis-
tance directly from the BIA or
grants to Tribes to obtain this
assistance; transfer of staff
from BIA to Tribes; contracts
by which Indian Tribes might
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Sam Delora, Joe de la Cruz and Oren Lyons discuss IRAs.

actually provide program ser-
wices to
%" The Indian Self-Determin-

recipients.

dtion Act was the outcome ol
the feelings of Presidents John

m:m Johnson and
Richard Nixon who all made

messages to Congress espousing
ing Tribal Sovereignty and the

tive Americans to
S B

‘maintain-

ing thelr. Lribal and ¢ommunal

way of life.
In remarks made before

Congress in 1968 Johnson said;

“§ propese, in shert, a policy

of maximum choice for Ameri-

£an Indiip;a poligy.expressed
h selT-hilp, séll-delemmination,

f !

The greatest asset for Indian
progress lies in the emer-
gence of Indian leadership and
initiative in solving Indian pro-
blems. Indians must have a
voice in making the plans and
decisiops_In programs which
are - important “to their daily
life”, '

The Act and the Self De-
termination policy itsell provi-
ded the means and the funds
for Native Americans to admin-
ister ‘many of the Federal
programs themselves: although,
the intentions of the federal
government may have been
honorable, the realities of the
policy proved to be dubious at
best.

This rash of programs al-
most inundated the capability

- of the Indian Tribes to admin-

ister them and tended to affect
the priority given to these
programs, Many Native Ameri-
cans feel that the programs
were and are based upon the
financial resources available for
the various programs rather
than the priorities being esta-
blished upon need.

The feeling on whether the
Self Determination policy is
leading towards a furtherence
of Tribal sovereignty and the
ability of Tribes to grow both
economically and culturally is

mixed.
Robert Bennett, an Oneida
Indian from Wisconsin and for-

mer Commissioner of Indian
Affairs under President John-
son feels the concept of self
determination is a sound one
and deserves support at every
level of govemment. Bennett

feels that the ability ot the In-
dian Tribes to administer 638
monies is the key to the suc-
cessful implementation of the
Self Determination Policy.

Other Native Americans like
Rosebud Sioux Robert Bur-
nette, former Director of the
NCAI feels that the Self De-
termination policy is only a
continuation of the Termina-
tion mentality of the Hoover
and Eisenhower Administra-
tions. He says the ultimate goal
of self determination is to do
away with theé Bureau of In-
dian AffTairs and pass on all
social service contracts to the
tribes, ;

Bumette has doubts of the
success of such a move. He
questions where the funds will
come from for these services
if the BIA were extinguished
and, more importantly, he
questions if, the Federal Go-
vernment would want to con-
tinue the Trusy Responsibility
it has Tor_ Indian Tribes if the
Natives are administering - all
government  programs, Bur-
nette sees the goal of this
policy as a subtle form of ter-
mination of all Indian Tribes
from the special trustee and
guardian relationship they have
with the FederalGovernment.

Where do Native Americans
stand today and what will
tomorrow bring to their cul-
ture and their inherent so-
vereign right to control their
own destiny? President Reagan
has issued a policy statement
on Indian Affairs, the first
such statement since the early
1970%, where he espouses the
right of self governence for all
American Indians and preaches
the willingness of the Federal
Government to aid in the de-
velopment of an economic base
for Indians that wi allow
them to - sustain their cul-
ture. But his actions prove
otherwise.

Reagan's allout war on,
Federal Social Programs de-
signed to help the needy of
this country has caused in-
tense hardship to those people
at the bottom of the poverty
scale, the American Indian; and
though in his statement the
president encourages the con-
tinuence of Native Culture, we
see Interior Secretary Watt cal-
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ling for increased offshore oil
development that could under-
mine the subsistence culture of
many Alaskan Natives. Mineral
development is happening on
an accelerated rate causing ruin
to the lands of the Navajo, so
critical to the continuence of
their culture. One can look at
many of the Indian reserva-
tions in this country today and
see the development of the
white man infringing upon
the Native's right to an inde-
pendent cultural existence.

How.can American Native
People work for their surviv
al? As was brought out during
the waning hours of the In-
dian - Self . Rule Confergnce,
there needs to be an interna-
tional relationship established
among indigenous people all
over the world.

Whether it be the Inuit of
the world’s circumpolar regions
or the indigenous inhabitants

of Central American, Adrica,

Asia and America: the sues
are all the same.

Economic and political ex-
ploitation cuts across the grain
of traditional culturally center-
ed societies.

Whether it be OCS devel-
opment in. the Norton Sound
or coffee plantations in South
and Central America; it is the
indigenous inhabitants of a re.
gion that suffer while the more
affluent and greedy societies
wage development campaigns
in pursuit of economic gains.

It is through the efforts of
organizations like the World
Council of Indigenous People
and the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference that native inhabi-
tants from around the world
could rally around and use as a
forum to discuss their common
problems and try to arvive at
workable solutions.

Alex Scala is employed by
Western Media Concepts which
is doind a series of radio docu-
menlaries on the Native Sover-

elgniy issue.

Next week:
Outsiders look
at Nlaska experience



