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AirAir travel between Alaska'sAlaskas' cities andandruralruralruralareasareas is atat-

least
at-

leastleast 40 per cent higher than mtra-statemtrastateintra-statintrastatintra-stateintrastate- travel in thethe-

lower

the-

lowerlower 48 andandmoremore expensive thanthanairair service betweenbetween-

Alaska
between-

AlaskaAlaska andandoutsideoutside areas .

What does this do ?

HighliJgh fares affect the peoplepeople-

least
people-

leastleast able to pay them-thethemthe- AJas-AJasAJ1s-AJ1sAlas-AlasAJas-

kan
AJ1s-

kan
Alas-

kan
; -

kan NatireNative% people in the ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas .

It effectively discourages NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive Alaskans from moves toto-

the
to-

thethe cities to attempt upwardupupward-

mobility
. ardard-

mobilitymobility .

It prevents contactcpntact betweenbet.eenbeteenbet.een-
Nath'e

between-

Native
.

NativeNath'eNathe' and white.hJtehJte. Alaskanst\laskamtlaskam\ . ,. efef-efef-

fectIvely

ef-

fectively
¬-

fectively segregatingsegregatmgsegregatingthethe twotwo-

groups
two-

groupsgroups .

It prevents touriststounsts from seesee-see-

ing

¬.-

ing109 any more of Alaska than-

they
thanthan-

theythey can reach via the highwayhlghwahighway-

system
;.

system ..

High airau cargo rates raise ,. thethe-

cost
the-

costcost of livinghVlng in Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska ' ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas ,. actingactmg to help preventprevent-

rural
prevent-

ruralrural families from betteringbettenng .

their standard of livingHvmg .

These are the conclusionsconclusions-
presented

conclusions-
presentedpresented by Walter BB.. Parker ,

transportationJ\ransportationJransportation\ Planning OfficerOfficer-

or' 'forfor'Toror the Federal Field Committee-
for

CommitteeCommittee-
forfor Development Planning inmm-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska in a study producedprodu ed lastlast-

summer
last-

summersummer on the effectseffects of high

hushbushhushairair faresfHes: pnon areasueJSueJSherc: where\\herchercwhere-
cash

\\ herc-
cashcashcashincomeincomeH1come isI low10\\101-

0The
\ .

The reportreportawas\\aa\ producedproduced.Iproducedasa.II.asas-

source
>)

sourcesourceIlJtenalmaterial/IlJtenalIlJtenal/ for the CivilCivi-

lAeronautIc

Civi-

lAeronauticsAeronauticAeronautics*:> Board ( CAB )) hearhear-hear-

mgs

hear-

ings

¬-

ingsmgs thistl115 year on the intra-AlaskaintraAlaskamtra-AlasbmtraAlasbmtraAlasbr-
ou

intraAlaska-
route

-

routerou te structure and fares .

The study found thatthJt ef-efef-

licient
ef-

fiCient

ef-

ficient
-

licientfiCient scheduled jet serviceseTVlce hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen extendede\tendedetended:'\ to .
most of AlasAles-AlesAles-

ka's
AI .! ¬-

ka'skaskJ'skJs' populationpOpUIJtlOn centerscer1er! .

"AllAll"Allin" in all .,
,"" the report says ,.

"thethe" jets have brought a tretre-tretre-

mendom
tre-

mendous
¬-

mendousmendom increase in mobilitymobllll\omobllllomobllllo-

for
mobility-

for
\'

for 4# manyma") Alaskans , nameKnamelnamely ;. .

those whoµ hoh() canCJn afford frequentfrequent-

useuse ofoj the systemsvstemsystem .
"

Yet ., theth highest airan faresfJres inIn-

AIJska

in-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJska are between the citiescitIes-
and

cities-
andandandruralruralruralvillagesthevillages-thevillagesthe-- routes pa-papa-

tronued
pa-

tronlled
pa-

tronized
-

tronuedtronlledtronized by the Alaskans least-

able
leastleast-

ableable to pay the high fares-40fares40fares40-
per

fares40-
per

---
per cent higher inI cost per milemIle-

than
mile-

thanthan airatr fares between citiescIties-
and

cities-
andand rural areas inm the lower
48 .

Cargo rates between city andand-

Continued

and-

Contnued

and-

Continued(( ContinuedContnued, on Page 6)6))
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th

bushbushareare ' also high-actinghighacting-- toto
raise the cost , of living ., to unun-unun-

beIieva'ble
un-

believable
n-n¬-

'

believablebeIieva'blebeIievable heightsheicltts in areas wherewhere-
the

:! re
the average cashCcashSh income is underand jrerr
$3,0003000$ , per

,
year .

, The high transport tariffstart fsrs
chargedchargedtartchargedbulky objects

'
, suchsuthsuch-

automobile
asisu

automobileautom bile ?;; and boats , "concon"con-"con-
stitute

"coco" nn-n11-11¬-
stitutesutureee-

ability
a definite., factorfa tor in thett1ett1e-

abiJity
ie

abilityabiJity of a rural familyfamily-
improve

lototo-

impr
:00;: o

improveimpr ve its local transportationtransportation'-
and

transportation-
and

mIn

and'and' generallygenerally upgrade its livingliving-
conditions

living-
conditions

ig
conditions ."
'. A snowmobilemowmobile rriaymay bebe-

per
2525-

per
15:55:

per centcent or more expensive inin-

rural
, n

rural areasarea$ than in FairbanksFairbanks-
or

Fairbank-
sr

kscs;s
orr Anchorage . Oil and gas fuelsfufuels-
are

Is
,

are difficult to, transport , ex-exex-

pensiye
ex-

pensiv.e
ex-

pensive
i(-.-

pensiyepensiv.epensivepensivevillagethus. to buy in the villagesvillageS ,)
thus limiting their use of heatingg", ,
lighting andandoperatingoperaoperatingting vehicles .

., The-TheTheFederal-- Federal Field committeecommittee-
report

committee-
report

: e
report foresees no decreasedecrease-
these

inin-

these
n

these costs in the near futurefuture-
due

future-
due

e
due to technical improvementsimprovements!: ,(
since most villages do not useuse-

bulk
uu-

bulk
ee

bulk shipments .

What the high air fares havehave-
done

haha-

done
Yeef

done in rural Alaska is to leaveleave-
to

lealea-

to
Yee

to government agencies selectionselectioselection-
of

selectio-
of

nI)
of which persons shall traveltravel-
ou

trav el; I1

outou t of the villages .

This selection normally fallsfalls-
to

fatfat-

to
Iss

to studentsstudent's'
, who travel to highhigh-

school
hihigh-

school
h1

school , and to sick persons beingbeing-
taken

being-
to

g
takent to hospital facilitiesf cilities .

Reduced fares are givengiv n toto-

military
tt-

military
0o)

military , who rarely use intra-intraintra-
Alaskan

intra-
Alaskan

intrintr-
Alaskan

a!-_

Alaskan services and business-businessbusiness--business-
men

business-
men

busines-
st

business-
en

-j-.
menen and government officialsofficials-
who

officioofficio-
who

isIs.

who use three to five day exex-exex-

cursion
ee-

cursion
x; ¬.-_

cursion faresfare $ .

'ThatThat"That'"" segment of the comcOm-cOm-

munity
comi-i¬-_

normallyhavemunity .whichwhich.,whichwouldwould normallynormal ] y

have the most need for mobilitymobilit yy-

the
r-

t,

the young adults , are the mostmost-
disadvantaged

momo-
disadvantaged

t
disadvantaged by this systemsystesyste-
They

mi .,

They are out of school andand-
still

anan-
still

dd
stillpaythehealthy , therefore must paypapa-

the
yy

the standardstandardoror tourist fare toto-

travel
tt-

travel
o3

travel unless some special propro-pro-
gram

pr o-K¬-

gram is createdcrea ted .".
The system tendstend to discourdiscour-discoudiscour-

age
discou-

age
r¬-_

age the villager from makingmaking-
move

theie
move to the city to find workworwor-
A

k ., II-

A
]

A 'oneone' way trip to an urbanurban-
area

1 II-

areaarea may utilize the family'sfamilysfamilyfamily-
entire

'ss's II-

entireentire cashcashresourcesresources . If hehh-

fails
ee II-

failsfails to succeed on his firstfirsfirs-

try
t 11-

trytry at upward mobility , thethth-

villager
e; II-

villagervillager may never again havehaveIhave-
the

havhav-

the
e> I

the funds to attempt a secondsecond-
try

second-
t

1

tryry . :

'ThereThere"There'"" is a myth currentcurrencurren-
in

tI rr-

inin AlaskaAlaskaandand the United StatesStateState-
in

ss tt-

inin general that Alaskan NativesNativeNative-
and

ss ee-

andand other American Indians arearar-

not
s:

not interested in upwardupwardmoupwardmmo-momo-
bility

mo-- c

societybutbility within the larger societyociety , tt-
butbut desire to exist as an ethnoethno-ethno-
graphic

ethnethn-
graphic

o-o-¬-

graphic enclave within the na-nanana-

lion
- J1J-

1tiontionlion . r ,

This thesis does not taketak e: a-

notenote of the desperate effortsefforts; f.

that are made by many familiesfamiliefamilie-
to

si fr.
to provide a chance at suchlIchlIchnlIch-
mobility

$such-
mobility

h: rn
mobility for at least one mem-memmeinmein-

r
-

berbe r of the family . '\* p
Such efforts involve the sac-sacsaccsacCIsa c-c-c-

rifice
-- cCIC-

Irificerifice of equipment that wouldwould-
provide

woulwoul-
provide

d
provide an easier lifeMe inin-theinthein-ththinthv-
illage

-thee Ii$Ii-
villagevillage in order that a chancecbancechancs ggc<

for bettermentbettermentmay-maymay,- may be givengivegive-

a
n e (

son or daughterda ghter .

The barriers imposed by highhihi-

transpgrtation
iaia-

transpQrtationtransportationtranspQrtationtranspgrtation , costs , preventingpreveqtingpreventing-
any

AA-

anyany reasonable frequencyfrequen y inin-

trips
pfpcpc-

tripstrips , between the village andanan-

the
crcr-

thethe city imprison AlaskasVil-AlaskasVilAlaskasVilAAIaskAlaskas1! _viI-viIviId+ I1I-

1age

-- A-

lagelageJageage people either as3$ "aa" disdis-disdis-
satisfied

didi-

satisfied
s-s-¬-

satisfied villager or an unsuccess-unsuccessunsuccesswiunsucceunsucce-
fuI

ss-ss--- wiW-

IfulfulfuIfuladapterfuIadapteradapter to the largerlagerlarger-
ciety

{ so-so-souisour-- . uiurur-

cietyciety .:"' twt\\ttw-

What
t-

What
\

What Alaska lacks , is lowtoto-

cost
w fofo-

costcost alternative means of trans-transtransAtransAItrans-
portation

-- AAIA-
Iportation

)

portation between village andanan-

city
d ofof-

citycity . WithoutWith put highways , therethere-
is

e th ,
no bus service or hitchikinghitchiking-

the
, miffijffi-

jthethe transportation that easedeaseease-

the
d anan-

thethe gap between village andanan-

to

d ththlthl-

toto
n-n¬-
! re
r

¬-

o

n
s

,

-.-
,)
,

e

,(

I1

I]

I

I

I

1

I

I

:

r

t

e

c

t

J1

r ,

f.

fr.
rn

p
cCI

Ii$
ggc<

e (

ia
A
pfpc

cr

wi

uiur
twt\\t\fo
AAI)

of
th ,
miffij
an
ththl

city iqinin
,,

the lowerlowef 48 andand many
nEuropeanEuropeanmanyEuropeancountries . Water trans-transtrans-

re

trans-
re

trans-
port

--
portrt is impracticalimpt.acticimptactic;. l for long dis-disdic-dicdis-

jr
dis-

r
--

tancelstancelance ;: . .,

Low cost transportation al-alai-aial-

fs
al-

lows
-

lows the prospectivepr spective city resi-resire-5i-re5iresi-

dent
- -

dent to-totomaketo -, make the trip fromfrom-
homehomehomeihometoi!' to city several times be-bebc-bcbe-

fore
-

fore a final decision is reached .,

Transportation costs andand-

problemsproblems effectivelyeffect vely segregatesegregate-
the

,

the rural Native and.urbanandurbanandlrban., ! white .

The great bulk off Alaska'sAlaskasAlaskaAlaska'sAlaskas' sub-subsub-

urban
--

urbanempiricalknan citizens have no empirical
knowledgekn wledge of NativeNativ life ,.

The urban AlaskinAlasklnAlaskan does notnot-

knowknow his state'State' , except for thethe-
smallsmall areaSarealarea ; of Anchorage and
thosethoselareas'areasareaslareas'

connected to it by
highwaybyhighway.

Before the fur and miningmining-
e

mining-
industriesindustriesindustries ini Alaska declined ,

many villages in Alaska hadhad-

mixedmixed white-NativewhiteNative- populations .,

Now , these are few , with thethe-

onlyonly major source of white resres-res-

ident
res-

ident
¬-

ident' government employees ,.

Unless some means is found
to bring white people back to
the villages , either on a fullfullororor-

partpart time basis , there is no basisbasIs-

for
basis-

forfor political unity in Alaska ,

this report proposes ,.

The gdpgapg p between living stan-stanstan-

dards
stan-

dards
-

dards of urban whites andandruralruralrural-
Natives

rural-
NativesNatives is so wide that it can
fhardly be bridged .

Compare the plush subdms-subdmssubdlvls-subdlvlssubdivis-subdivissubdlvls-
ions

subdivis-
ions

-

ions' of suburban Anchorage with
the' log cabins in Bethel andand-

otherother villages .

What can be done to remedjremedyremed)
this situation ? Howflow can eom-eomcom-comcom-

munication
com-

munication
-

munication be improved be-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
-

tween the urban andandruralrural Alas-AlasAlas-
kanthe

Ala-
santhe

--

kan-thekanthean-thean-- Native in the villagevIllage-

andand the city dweller in his sub-subsub-
urban

--

urban- subdividion ?
Solutions , the Federal FieldField-

Commit1eeCCommitteeCommit1eeproposesmustbeCommitteereportreport proposesproposesmust, must
be related to social or economiceconomIc-
goals

economic-
goalsgoals . Little improvement cancan-
bebe expected from improvement
in air facilities and bulk trans-transtrans--trans-
port

trans-
port

--
port , in either passengerpassenge'rpassengerpassenge'r'orpassenger'orpassengeror' '-

or
o-r'-or
o-r' cargocarg-

oratd
cargo-

rate'srratesratdrate's' . Only by providing sig-sigsig-

nificantly
-

rnificantly lowerlowerair-airair.air-. fare ratesrates-
perimprovementbeIper mile can some improvement
Ibe made in decreasingdecreasinjdecreasin the eco-ecoern-erneco-

nomic
eco-

nomic
--

rnomic disparities between Alas-AlasAlas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
--

kka'skas' regions .

The present high fares oror-

a
or-

aa fare increase , meansmeansimprove-meansimproveimprove-improveimprove-
ments

-
nments in air service willWIJl bebe-

finat-tfinancedfina- ced by the state and fed-fedfed-

eral
-

eeralera ] health andandeducationeducation bud-budbud-

getsthe
bud-

getsthe
-

gets-thegetsthe& -- agencies that send thethe-

chiJdrencchildrenchiJdrenhildren too school and the pa *.
titients to Hospitals .

The transportation reportreport-
makes

report-
makesnmakes several suggestionssuggeuions forfor-

reduced
for-

ducedreducedre< duced fares . Among thesethese-
arestandbyfaresaarear e : student and adult stand-bystandby-
fjfaresfa res on all intra-AlaskanintraAlaskaninfra-Alaskaninfra- r itesbtes\ tes --

family; plan fares on all suchsuch-

routes
such-

routesroutes( , and a general reductionreduction-
inirin standard fares to more apap-apap-
proximate

ap-

oximate
-¬-

proximateproximate those available in thethe-

contiguous
the-

contiguouscontiguous< states .

The jrepcreJreJortreport>ortortIlli> rLp-rQposesrLprQposes-IlliIlli.->_oroposes-_ poses thatthat-
savmgssesavingssavmgssaving-ssavings-

inijqvernmentgovernmeritgovemmerit_ travel budbud-bud-

gets
¬-

getsge ts will partially offset increa5-
ed

increasincrea5-increa5increas--¬-
eced Airir aubsidies.. .'

The report also callscaUs for specspec-spec-

provisions
¬-

ialspecial' provisions for Western Alaska .
AirAirratesrates adjusted to a reasonablereasonable-
percentage

reasonable-
percentagepercentage of income would inin-inin-

crease
in-

case
¬-

creasecase social mobility and stanstan-scan-scanstan-
dards

scan-

dards
¬-

A-Ad!dards- ofofJivinglivingBeing------Being,-- - .--- - --
.

," -

The goalgoat of these provisionsprovisions-
wouldwould beDC an increase "inin" thethe-

unprogrammedunprogrammed interaction bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween rural andandlrbanurban\lrbanlrban\ ,, Alaska ;

for the Natives , for those urbanurban-
AlaskansAlaskans who have no concept II-

of the extent and diversity ofof-
theirtheir state and for tourists whowho-
make

who-
makemake the long drive to AlaskaAlaskalaska s' .
and neveroever see the places beyond '

the roads ." .


