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EAGER FACESrACES wait the next handful ofof-

candles

of-

candiescandiescandles ,, then the kids scramble in111 the snow
for the wrapped pieces ., Most carfiedcartiedcarried plasticplastic-

bread

plastic-

breadbread wrappers for sacks to carry their loot .

(EDITOR'SEDITORSEDITOR'S'OTE' NOTE\'OTE'OTEOTE!\' ;: Due ftGtG-

the
toto-

thethe late arrivala"ivalaival" through the mailmailsmailsmails-

the
,

the followingfollou'ingfollouing' Christmas starstorystory-

by
)

by Betzi Woodmanh'oD4manhoD4man' was delaysdeLayecdelays-
a

deLayec-

a

delayeddelayed-

aa weeku'eekueek' . )

By BETZI WOODMANWOODMAN-

STST . MARY'SMARYSMARY'S--ThereMARY'SMARYSThere' --There werwereWereWere-

ushers
were-

ushersushers this year to escort uusus-

to
us-

toto OUTourourseatsseats-seats- in the cavernoucavernouscavernous-

metal
cavernous-

metalmetal building which.hichhich. is gymnagymna-gymna-

sium

gymna-

sium

¬--

sium and auditorium at StSt...
Mary'sMarys' .

ToppingToppmg the program handehandedhandedhanded-

to

<

to each of us was a sketchsketch-

of
sketch-

ofofaof a C-123C123- airplane and thethe-

words
the-

wordswords , WELCOMEWfLCOME AIR NANA-NA-

TIONAL
NA-

TIONAL

¬--

TIONAL GUARD . At the botbot-bot-

tom
bot-

tom

¬-

tom we read "OperationOperation" SantaSmtaSmta-

Claus

Santa-

Claus
:

Claus : 1970 . "
This was a long step fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe informal activities whichwhich-

first
which-

firstfirst greeted the Air Guard herehere-

some
here-

somesome dozen or more years ago .

Operation Santa Claus had ititsits-

debut
its-

debut
:

debut thentben when an Air GuardGuatdGuatd-

pilot
Guard-

pilotpilot delivered moose meat fromfrom-

an

from-

anan accidental kill to the missionmission-

school
mission-

schoolschool then an isolated orphanorphan-orphan-

age

orphan-

age

¬-

age .

The meat was dropped onon-

the
on-

thethe snowymowy hillside and triethe pilotpilot-

could
pilot-

couldcould not forget the people'speoplespeople 'ss-

scrambling
s-

scramblingscrambling for the meat . Next-

time
NextNext-

timetime oranges and Christmas cancan-can-
dy

can-

dy
-¬-

dy were added as a treat..

But air-droppingairdropping-- suchUch$ perishperish-perish-

ables
perish-

ables

¬-

ables has its perils-andperilsand-- one loadtoadtoad-

of
load-

ofoforangesof oranges burstbur $! open , scatteringscattering-
along

scattering-
alongalong the frozen river . liIiI t isis-

reported
is-

reportedreported that the children belowbelow-

retrieved
below-

retrievedretrieved every one .

"AdoptionAdoption" proceedings " bebe-bebe-

gan

be-

gan

¬-

gan after that ,. with the GuardGuard-

making
Guard-

makingmaking personal contact withwith-

the
with-

thethe remote school..
Deliveries ariartareartmadearemademade to other-

villages
otherother-

villagesvillages and schools also , but

Guard Brings Christmas to StSL Mary'sMarys'
StSt.. Mary'sMarys' with its children from-

many
fromfrom-

manymany communities claimed aa-

special

a-

specialspecial place in the Air Guard's-
heart

Guard'sGuardsGuanrsGuanrs-
heart

''
heart aridand the unique relationrelation-relation-

sl
relation-relationrelation-

ship
¬-

shipslip has grown deeper each year .

The school has added a highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool and become accreditedaccredited-
inin thosetbose years . Airplane crews-

from
crewscrews-

fromfrom thetbe planes , which landedlanded-

onon the frozen river inn frontfront-

of
front-

ofof the school prior to buildingbuilding-

of
building-

ofof the air strip a few milesmiles-

away
miles-

awayaway , regularly lost a basketballbasketball-

game
basketball-

gamegame to the St51... Mary'sMarys' teamteam-

on
team-

onon these visits .

Entertainment grew in scopescope-

and
scope-

andand participants . But the basicbasic-

friendship
basic-

friendshipfriendship between the Air GuardGuard-

and
Guard-

andand StSf.. Mary'sMarys' has never wavered .

The program-makersprogrammakers-- thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear , wise to weather delaysdelays-

inin Alaska'sAlaskas' bush ,. did not datedate-

the
date-

thethe schedule of events , for . we

might not have gotten there-

on
therethere-

onon the planned DecemberDccember 18 .

As it was , we were moremore-

than
more-

thanthan an hour later than thethe-

announced
the-

announcedannounced 1I p.mpm. . when wewe-

Continued

we-

Continued(Continued onan Page 7)7))
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ONE OF THE MOST delightfuldelightf 1 parts of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool program was the rhythm band performperform-perform-
ance

¬.-
ance by membersmemmembersers , of the primary grades underunder-
the

under-
thethe able baton of Joe Afcan , 8 . There was notnot-
one, one goof in the precisionprecisi9nprecisionprecisi9nplayingprecisionplayingplaying of the variousvariou-
s"instrumentstriangleS

variou-
s"instruments.triangles"instruments-Ttriangles"instrumentsinstrumentsTtriangles"instruments-\triangleStriangleS"instruments-.trianglesinstruments.triangles"instrumentsinstruments.trianglestriangles" .""-\.- ., bells , tambourines ,

shakers , sticks , Cymbalsbymbalsbals and drums-asdrumsas- the youngyou'ngyoungyoung-young-
sters

'
¬.-

sters followed J/oe'sJoe'soesloe'sloes4oe's4oes/ ' direction for "SkipSkip" to MyMy-

Lou
My-

LouLou , " "SwaneeSwanee"$wanee River ," and "Skater'sSkaters" ' Waltz "
playing in the background by recording . TheThe-
unerring

The-
unerringunerring rhythmrhyt1m! of the whole group and Joe'sJoesJoe's-
amazing

Joe's-
amazing

'
.

amazing conducting wonwon'hugewonhuge'hugehuge' applauseappfause .

f

h-
J

!

SISTERSISTER
i

SCHOLASTICA , whowho-
has

who-
hashas cooked for StSt.. Mary'sMarys' for
37 years-includingyearsincludingyears--including-- - former daysdays-
when

days-
whenwhen the'the' mission was at oldold-

Aklurak
old-

AklurakAklurak in the Yukon Delta ,

is overjoyed to hear of a specialspecial-
gift

special-
giftgift to the school from BPBBP-

AlaskaAlaska , IncIncaInc--aInca. -aa--- new stove . AlAl-AlAl-

though
Al-

though
¬-

though it had not arrived inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage in time for this triptnp ,

it is hoped to deliver the newnew-

electric
new-

electricelectric stove in time for SisterSister-
to

Sister-
toto cook Christmas dinner on itit..

The present stove is temperatempera-tempera-

mental
tempera-

mental
¬-

mental , and when the burnersburners-
work

burners-
workwork , they are on full blast-noblastnoblast--noblastnos-
immer

blastnos-
immer

-.- -

simmer or gentle cooking pospos-pos-

sible
pos-

sible
¬-

sible , Sister says . Even so , sheshe-

sees
she-

seessees to feeding some 270 kidskids-
aa day with the old equipment..

Life will be za little easier forfor-

SIster
for-

SisterSister now .
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ST . MARY'SMARYS' SCHOOL and dormitories fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe air in10 early morning on mpstmost recent flight .

Frozen AndreafskyAndre fsky River in foregroundforegrollnd, .

,

kf

_
-:0:00-.,;:"' _ , ,-. I WII" .11.

THE FELLOWS unload the bikes from the maw of the Guard'sGuardsGuard's-
C123

Guard's-
C123

'
C-123C123- aircraftaircraJ- f ., jSomeSomeme are for riding and some in less good concon-con-
dition

con-
dition

¬-

dition are fonPfetf-ofonPfetfofo -0o repair ttio'settiosetho'sethosettwse'

already at the school..

"

hriSimajsChristmas , AcActivitiesActittlesVitiVitia"Y\a"Ya"YaY\
(,'ateate'at(: "' VillageVilaVilagVilaeI gg e

:

,qfof;SttJ: Mary'sMarysLuj'sLujslary's ?onnt6,,:tthe .AA.An ' h liyy
.

Christmas at StSt. Mary'sMarys' . . .
( Continued from Page 1)1)

settled to enjoy the special propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-
gram .

As always , the performancesperformanceperformances-
delighted

performance-
delighted

s;
delighted . Junior high studentsstudentstustudent-
sang

entsents-
sang

s;

sang , including "0 ComeCorneCome AllAll-

Ye
All-

YeYe Faithful " in English , LatinLatin-
and

Latin-
andand Eskimo .

'TheThe"The'"" Bounders , " UpwardUpward-
Bound

Upward-
BoundBound students of the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska , presented IndianIndian-
dances

Indian-
dancesdances and songs in a modernmodern-modern-
ized

modern-
ized

¬-

ized style of those from thethe-

Minto
the-

MintoMinto and Stevens Village area .

It was interesting to notenote-
that

note-
thatthat only one of the performersperformers-
waswas IndianIndian-theIndianthe- the others all EskiEski-EskiEski-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-

mo !

A group of Chevak students-studentsstudents-
four

students-
four

students-
four

--
four girls and four boys-gaveboysgaveboysgave-
two

--
two unusual Eskimo dances withwith-
old

with-
oldold favorites JlmmieJimmie Paukan andand-

Billy
and-

BillyBilly BeansBe.ans. of StSt.. Mary'sMarys' citycity-
on

city-
onon the drums .

The Senior High Choir , wellwell-

balanced
well-

balancedbalanced between malemaleand-andand- fefe-fefe-

male
fe-

male
¬-

male voices , sang selections fromfrom-
a " ' ' ?"'a play "It'sIts the Lord'sLords Thing7Thing
including "DoinDoin" *' the ChristmasChristmas-
Thing

Christmas-
ThingThing " and "ThereThere'There""' is No Peace . "

But it was the rhythm bandband-
of

band-
ofof the primary classes whichwhich-
stole

which-
stolestole the show . They tooktook-
their

took-
theirtheir placespl ces on the risers asas-

though
as-

thoughthough they performed for audaud-aud-

iences
aud-

iences
¬-

iences every day .

With the poise of a Bernstein ,
the conductor , eight-year-oldeightyearoldeighteightyearold-
Joe

-year-oldyearoldyearold-
Joe

--
Joe AfcanA.fcan. , entered , carrying hishis-

music
his-

musicmusic stand , baton and musicalmusical-

score
musical-

scorescore .

To recorded music , Joe guidedguided-

his
guided-

hishis instrumentalists throughthrough-
"Skip

through-
"Skip"SkipSkip" to My Lou " , "SwaneeSwanee"Swanee-
River

"Swanee-
River

"
River " , and "Skater'sSkaters" ' Waltz "
with never an extra tambourinetambourine-
shake

tambourine-
shakeshake or triangle tingle . EveryEvery-
band

Every-
bandband member displayed a rere-rere-

markable
re-

markable
¬-

markable senseense$ ofofrhythmofrhythmrhythmrhythm
.

Kindergartners , pink-cheekedpinkcheekedpinkcheeked-
from

pinkcheeked-
from

--
from beingbein outside , sang motionmotion-
Dngs

motion-
songssongsDngs$ . TheyTh y faltered only slightslight-slight-
ly

slight-
ly

¬-

ly when photographers convergconverg-converg-
ed

converg-
ed

¬-

ed on them .

Programs such as this-rnanythisrnanythis-manymanythismany-
undoubtedly

thismany-
undoubtedly

--
undoubtedly more elaborate-elaborateelaborate-
have

elaborate-
have

elaborate-
have

-
have been takingtakir'lgtakirlg' place all overover-

Alaska
over-

fAlaskaAlaska,f Iaska this season . YetYe1 none-nonenone--none-
no

none-
no

none-
no

--
no matter how superbly per-perper-
formedcan

per-
formedcan

per-
formedcan

-

formed-canformedcan-- toptopwhatwhat happenshappens-
atat St . Mary'j-iMary'jMaryjiMary'sMarysMary'ji-

Here
' -. ,

Here , some 400 miles westwest-
of

west-
ofof Anchorage , during this timetime-
especially

time-
especiallyespecially , meaningrpeaning comescomes-
through

comes-
throughthrough for words such as "welwel"wel-"wel-
come

"wel-
come

" ¬-
. . . ." " " " "comecomeand, "friendlyfriendly , "joy-and"joyjoyand"joyand"-

love
Joy -andand-and-

"love"lovelove" " . There are no complicacornplica-cornplicacomplica-cornplic-
ations

complic-
ationsit

¬-
tions-ittionsittions-tionst--t is a direct , immediateimmediate-
and

immediate-
andand completely genuine experexper-exper-
ience

exper-
ience

¬-

ience .

Actually , Operation SantaSanta-
Claus

Santa-
ClausClaus begins while yet goldgold-
brightens

gold-
brightensbrightens the birch in SeptemSeptem-¬-

;

;

ber and it involves countlesscountles-
sk

countles-
s1owo

countless-
knownknownk1owoknown andandunknandunknownunknownunkn wn people
throughout the Anchorage area .

The Air National Guard,, whichwhich-
shepherds

which-
shepherdsshepherds the operation , beginsbegins-
then

begins-
thenthen to ask the community toto-

share
to-

shareshare Christmas with the some
270 kids at StSt.. Mary'sMarys' .

And the gifts pour in . ClothCloth-Cloth-
ing

Cloth-
ing

¬-

ing , toyst ys and gamesgmes , equipment ,

candy , foodstuffs-thisfoodstuffsthis-- time aa-

bunch
a-

bunchbunch of bicycles , some forfor-

spare
for-

sparespare parts for the ones alreadyalready-
there

already-
therethere .

Guardsmen at Kulis Air GuardGuard-
Base

Guard-
BaseBase decided early in the propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram they wouldwouldratherrather contribcontrib-concontrib-
ute

trib-tribtrib-
ute

-¬-

ute to StSt.. Mary'sMarys' than to exex-exex-

change
ex-

change
¬-

change gifts andandcardscards amongamong-
themselves

among-
themselvesthemselves .

These "smallsmall" change" fundsfunds-
bough

funds-
boughlboughboughlfc+ e"candyecandy*"Candyandy heretofore , butbut-
this

but-
thisthis year J.CJC. . Penney Co . concon-con-

tributed
con-

tributed
¬-

tributed a "JeepJeep" load "" ofofsweetssweetssweets-
so

sweets-
soso the men bought oranges ,

apples and-forandfor- the high school-schoolschoo-
lersa

schoo-
lersa

schoo-
lersa

-

ers-aersa-- collection of nearly allall-

the
all-

thethe top one hundred pop recrec-rec-

ords
rec-

ords
¬-

ords .

This year , too,1too1too ,;, marked somesome-
very

some-
veryvery special large gifts for thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool.. BP$P Alaska Inc . heardhearheard-
the

<ll-

thethe StS1.. Mary'sMarys' appeal on thethe-
Anchorage

the-
AnchorageinquiredwhatAnchorage radio and inquiredinquired-
whatwhat was needed .

The Rev . James Laudwin ,
new head of the school (andand-
experiencing

and-
experiencingexperiencing his first Guard visit )
reported thatthin Sister Scholastica ,

who has cooked for the schoolschool-
for

school-
forfor the past 37 years , was havinghaving-
much

having-
muchmuch trouble with the odold] stove .

Temperamental , it sometimessometimes-
wouldn't

sometimes-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt' heat well at all , thenthen-
again

then-
againagain it would be too hot .

SoSoBPsought, BPBPsoughtsought the right stove-stovestove-
electricand

stove-
electricand

stove-
electricand

-
electric-andelectricand- had it airliftedairJifted tototo-
Anchorage

".

Anchorage fprfQrfor special Guard dede-dede-

livery
*.-

livery to the school in timetime-
for

time-
forfor cooking Christmas dinner .

Atlantic Richfield Co . dodo-dodo-
nated

do-
nated

-¬

nated a fine slide projector toto-

aid
to-

aidaid in both education and enen-enen-

tertainment
en-

tertainment
¬-

tertainment programs at thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool.. And Alyeska PipelinePipelineSystemSystem Co . contributedcontributedaa newnew-
IBM

new-
IBMIBM electric typewriter .

A >,= S500$500500$ cash donation waswas-

used
was-

usedused for two stereo record play-playplay-
ers

play-
eToIne

play-
ers

-

ersers-ersoneeToI-neeToIne$--()+ -oneone- for the nuns ' quartersquarters-
and

quarters-
andand one for the layworkers '

section .

The two third grades at ChesChes-Ches-
ter

Ches-
ter

-¬-
ter Valley SchooJSchoolSchoo } in AnchorageAnchorage-
took

Anchorage-
tooktook collectionscollectiQns and sent thethe-

cash
the-

cashcash to the school.. One enen-enen-

velope
¬-

velope containedcont ined $13.2013.201320$ . andand-
the

and-
thethe other , $18.0018.001800SI8.00SI800$ . .

When we departed AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-
age , members of the press , seatedseated-
along

seated-
alongalong the sides of the Guard'sGuardsGuard's-

123J
Guard'-

sC123J
'

C-123-JC123J(-123-J123J had- - airplane , barely

-PhotosPhotos- by BETZIBETZBETZ WOODMANW'OODtlANWOODtlAN' !
room for toes because the dodo-dodo-
nations

do-
nations

-¬

nations were stacked high andand-

Wide
and-

widewide in the planeplaIe} . The constantconstant-
splendor

constant-
splendorsplendor of Alaska'sAlaskas' landscapelandscape-
below

landscape-
belowbelow made up for discomfortdiscomfort-
ofof noise and crowdedness asas-

we
as-

wewe flew west..

Some three hours later , wewe-

crossed
we-

crossedcrossed the extravagant loopsloops-
of

loops-
ofof the Yukon River and thenthen-
caught

then-
caughtcaught sight ofookthethehe modest mismis-mis-
sion

mis-

sion
-¬-

sion on the banks of the Art-ArtArt-

dreafsky
Art-

dreafsky
-.

dreafsky River .

St . Mary'sMarys' airstrip has nono-

control
no-

controlcontrol tower-buttowerbut- the skillfulskillful-
Air

skillful-
AirAir Guard pilot brought us inin-

for
in-

forfor as smooth a landing asasanyasany-
commercial

.anyany., any-

commercialcommercial jetliner at AnchorageAnchorag-
eInternational

Anchorage-
InternationalInternational ..

Fellows from the Senior ClassClass-
greeted

Class-
greetedgreetedgreetedusincTudingus-incTudingusincTuding-- David FriFFri-FriFri-
day

rI-rIrI-

day
-¬-

day , Chevak , student body prespres-pres-
ident

pres-
ident

-¬-

ident . Then ,. after shaking handshands-
with

hands-
withwith Santa Claus (S/SgtSSgt/ .. DavidDavid-
Martinez

David-
MartinezMartinez suddenly grown plumpplump-
and

plump-
andand silver haired ) , they unloadedunloaded-
the

unloaded-
thethe two Guard planes .

We rode in the open bodybody-
of

body-
ofof a pickup truck across thethe-
rolling

the-
rollingrolling country to the little citycity-
and

city-
andand the school.. And there ,.

on the slope above the road ,

were somes me 300 students , nunsnuns-
and

nuns-
andand lay workers , waving andand-
shouting

and-
shoutingshouting welcomewtlcome} .

Everyone wore smiles andand-

you
and-

youyou knew you were REALLYREALLY-
welcome

REALLY-
welcomewelcome . They even cheeredcheered-
the

cheered-
thethe departingdepartiJlg Guard plane asas-

it
as-

itit roared unhearingunhearingoff-offoff.off-. intointo-
the

into-
thethe mists . ,.

Santa , in a following truck ,

tossed wrapped candies to thethe-

younger
the-

youngeryounger kids who scrambledscrambled-
eagerly

scrambled-
eagerlyeagerly in the snow for thethe-
prizes

1'1-

prizesprizes . Then we were surroundsurround-surround-
ed

surround-
ed

¬-

ededandand moved along to thethe-

program
the-

programprogram .

In the hall the crowd shoutedshouted-
another

shouted-
anotheranother welcome and as eacheach-
special

each-
specialtheybrokespecial gift was announced , they
broke into loud and spontaneousspontaneous-
cheering

spontaneous-
cheeringcheering . '

Clusters of students gatheredgathered-
around

gathered-
aroundaround various ones of us , talktalk-talk-
ing

talk-
ing

¬-
ing , telling ,. sharingsl1aring information .

,

We had been there a scant twotwo-

hours
two-

hourshours ,. yet we knew we werewere-
among

were-
amongamong friends .

It didn'tdidnt' matter what.hathat. giftsgifts-
we

gifts-
wewe had brought-therebroughtthere- was nono-

questJonmg
no-

questioningquestioningquestJonmg of motive . We wereweIewejeweIe-
trusted

weje-
trustedtrusted .

We felt ,
' too , the gloriousglOriOU-

Srelease

glorious-
releaserelease fr6mfromfr m city pressures whichwhich-
comes

which-
comescomes in the Northern bush .
How beautiful to be here among
friendsamongfriends, to feel this love andand-

to
and-

toto senseSinse: the joy' .

Then I wondered : was I alonealone-
m

alone-
ininm my feelings? Was it becausebecause-
II had been here many timestimes-
before

times-
beforebefore andandwaswas remembered byby-

many
by-

manymany ? 1I watched and listenedlistened-
toto those makingmaklOg their first trip

here .

They too seemed wholly at.ItIt.It-

one
at-

one
.

one with the people and place ,

marvelingma/VehngmaVehng/ at the willingness toto-

be
to-

bebe helpful , at the IS18! 8 layworkerslaywork.erslaywork.ers-
who

layworkers-
who

.
who come to give a year ofof-

servIce

of-

serviceservice without compensationcompepsat on ,.

at the mountainmountam of gifts beingbeing-
carted

being-
cartedcarted inside for sorting andand-

distribution
and-

distributiondistribution here and up andand-
down

and-
downdown the river .

I was right.. Something doesdoes-
happen

does-
happenhappen here duringdunng this specialspecial-
season

special-
seasonseason . Ordinary people fromfrom-
many

from-
manymany places meet .brieflybriefly. andand-
simply

and-
simplysimply in the spirit of lovelove-

and
love-

andand sharing .

And we have a precious bitbIt-

of
bit-

ofof Christmas joy .


