
Union Leaders Declare NativeNative-
Corporations, Unions ConflictConflid

,

Tribal and native associationassociation-

corporations
association-

corporationscorporations bidding on statestate-

and
state-

andand pipeline contracts are com-

ing
comcom-com-

ing
¬-

ing into conflict with unionsunions-

in

unions-

inin Alaska in many of theirtheir-

attempts
their-

attemptsattempts to bringbringworkwork to nana-nana-

tive

na-

tive

¬-
tive people .

Ed Orbeck , head of the LaLa-LaLa-

borer's
La-

borer's
¬-

borer'sborers' Union in FairbanksFairb'anks' , exex-ex¬-

plained the conflicts betweenbetween-

Native
between-

NativeNativeNative-NativeAssociations- Associations and laborlabor-

unions
labor-

unionsunions in a talk beforeb fbre thethe-

Farthest

the-

FarthestFarthest North Press Club lastlas-tlastlast-

week
last-

week
-

week .,

He appeared there alongalongwithwithwith-

representatives
with-

representativesrepresentatives of three otherother-

labor
other-

laborlabor unions to explainxplamtxplain unem-unemunem'ployme-

nt

unem-

ployment
unem-

ployment

-
'-

ployment
p-

loyment'. ployment problems in the state .

The unions object to NativeNative-

AssocIation
Native-

AssociationAssociation hiringhinng and contractcontract-

provisions
contract-

provisionsprovisions , which are often , theythey-

feel

they-

feelfeel ,, unfairly competitive toto-

companies
to-

companiescompanies which hire unionunIon-

labor
union-

laborlabor at standard wages ..

"MostMost" of the problem isI-

Sthat

is-

thatthat the Native groups havehave-

lawyers
have-

lawyerslawyers who know a lot aboutabout-

tribal

about-

tribaltribal and land claimclaun law , butbut-

nothing
but-

nothingnothing about labor law , whichwhich-

isis a complicatedcpmplicated and differentdIfferent-

field
different-

fieldfield ," Orbeck said .

Among the conflicts discusdIscus--discus-dIscus-
sed

discus-

sed

-¬-
sed by the union leaders waswas-

one
was-

oneone at Valdez which ,, led to aa-

meeting

a-

meetingmeeting of AFN board membersmembers-

and
members-

andand labor leadersleaden in Juneau onon-

Dec

on-

DecemberDecemberDec mber 20 . On December
23 , committees from the AFNAFN-

and
AFN-

andand the labor groups met inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage to try tot resolverresolve-

the
solve --

the difficulties .

"ThereThere'There"' were several probprob-probJ-

ems
prob-

lems
-¬-

lemsJems in Valdez ," explained Or-

beck
OrOr-OrOr-

beck

¬-

beck . "FirstFirst" , the Chugach NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive Association represents its-

group
itsits-

groupgroup as an employer and asas-

a

as-

aa union . This is a violationviolation-

of
violation-

ofof the Landon GriffinGriffl11 Act ,"

Orbeck said .
.

"TheyThey" only hire people fromfrom-

Native
".

Native tribes , which is against i.
fair employment regulations .

( Continued onn Page 22)2)



Native CorporationsCorpoationsCorpo
'
ations Conflict .

"

. .
from

Each worker employed meansmeans-
aa kickback' for the Native associassoci-associ-
ation

associ-
ation

¬-

ation . Jimmy Hoffa tried thisthis-
and

this-
andand he'shes' now in the FederalFederal-
pen

Federal-
penpen . The groups claim theythey-
have

they-
havehave these rights under tribaltribal-
law

tribal-
lawlaw , that labor law doesn'tdoesnt' apap-apap-
ply

ap-

ply
-¬-

ply . Charters can'tcant' be basedbased-
on

based-
onon race ."

'TheThe"The'."' Native AssociationsAssociations-
mean

Associations-
meanmean well ," QrbeckOrbeck continued ,

"andand" are determined to increaseincreaSincrease-
opportunitiesopportunities-opportunitiesopportunitiesfor-< for their people .

But , they will have to do things1things'

according to the law when theythethey-
are

.)'are competing with contractorscontractors-
who

contractors-
whowho pay regular wages.

'TheyThey"They'."' can do things likelike-

have
like-

havehave their rnen"enenmen," work for straightstraight-

time
straight-

time.ontimetime.ontimeon.onon., Saturdays and Sundays ,

not pay regular wages , etc ."
Orbeck told the group ofof-

fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanks newsmen that hishis-

International
his-

InternationalInternational has adopted ' thethe-

positi
the-

positionpositionpositi n of holding off and trytry-trytry-

ing
try-

ing
¬-

ing to negotiatenegotiatewith.--withwith- NativeNative-

groups
Native-

groupsgroups , rather than sue or picket .
In a recentrecreqjt, case in Fairbanks ,

he saidTwHeresaisaid,wJere'wKerewKere'{ the Laborer'sLaborersLaborer's-
Union

Laborer's-
Union

'
Union protested , 35 AthabascanAthabascan-
Indians

Athabascan-
IndiansIndians were hired for a roadroad-

job
road-

jobjob ,
.

Eskimo members of hishis-

union
his-

unionunion , he complained , were dede-dede-

nied
de-

nied
¬-

nied jobs because theytheyweren'tweren'twerentweren't-
Athabascan

weren't-
Athabascan

'
Athabascan Indians .

The Laborer'sLaborers' Union is about .

40 per cent white , 40 per centcent-
Native

cent-
NativeNative and 20 per cent other .

Under recent OEO rulings ,
OrbeckOrbecksaidsaid , contractors on fedfed-fed-
eral

fed-
eral

¬-
eral jobsjob are instructed to hirehire-
minorities

hire-
minoritiesminorities in the areas in whichwhich-
the

which-
thethe contract is being completed . ,

The Supreme Court has ruledruled-
that

ruled-
thatthat a white in Kotzebue isis-

a
is-

aa mjnorityminority , he told the groupgroup--.

This'hishis"T"his"group"T"his"' isn'tisnt' the intent of thetfithe-
lawlaw ,,"" Orbeck complained .

Orbeck and the representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-
tives of the three other unionsunions-
who

unions-
whowho spoke told the groupgroup thethe-
alarming

the-
alarmingalarming extent of Unemployunemploy-unemploy-
ment

Unemploy-
ment

¬-
ment in the Fairbanks andand-
Northern

and-
NorthernNorthern Alaska area..

Ernie Miller , who representsrepresents-
local

represents-
locallocal 302 of the Operating EnEn-EnEn-

gineers
En-

gineers
¬-

gineers , saidaid$ 90 per cent ofof-
the

of-
thethe union'sunions' members are presentpresent-present-
ly

present-
ly

¬-
ly employed . Thirty per cent

of the membersmemb rs of this unionunion-

are
union-

areare Alaskan Natives .

Joe Marshall , who represents ,,
the Cement Finishers and thethe-

Pipefitters
the-

PipefittersPipefitters Unions also presentedpresented-
alarming

presented-
alarmingalarming statistics of 90 perper-

cent
per-

centcent unemployment .

"UnemploymentUnemployment" is the worstworst-
this

worst-
thisthis year that it'sits'' been sincesince-
II came to Alaska many yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago ," said Marshall..

With many men having comecome-

to
come-

toto Alaska from the lower 4848-

looking
48-

lookinglooking for work on the pipepipe-pipe-
line

pipe-
line

¬-

line and the road , unemployunemploy-unemploy-
ment

unemploy-
ment

¬-

ment lines downtown were rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported by Marshall to extendextend-

out
extend-

outout theth door of the FairbanksFairbanks-

Manpower
Fairbanks-

ManpowerManpower Center .

Usually , reportsreport Marshall , atat-

least
at-

leastleast 50 per cent of his menmen-
are

men-
areare working through the winter .

Starting dates on pipelinepipeline-
work

pipeline-
workwork depend on how fast thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative LandUind Claims bill is passpass-pass-
ed

pass-
ed

-¬-
-

ed in Congress , the land freezefreeze-
isis lifted , rights of way are eses-esest-

ablished
es-

tablished
-¬-

tablished and the preliminarypreliminary-
work

preliminary-
workwork on preparing and coating

the pipe isis"completediscompleted
"

completed .

"DueDue"" to the Native LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsClaims and other factors , I can'tcantcan't-
see

can't-
see

'
see how pipeline work can startstart-
before

start-
beforebefore September or OctoberOctober-
of

October-
ofof next year (1971)1971( )) ,,"" reportsreports-
Ernie

reports-
ErnieErnie Miller of the OperatingOperating-
Engineers

Operating-
EngineersEngineers in Fairbanks .

Unemployment problems inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska are being increased , unionunion-
leaden

union-
leadersleadersleaden said , by people fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe lower 48 who believe workwork-
is

work-
isis available in Alaska .

."I'veIve'I've"' ' seen advertisingdvertising in thethe-
Great

the-
GreatGreat Falls , Montana newspapernewspaper-
for

newspaper-
forfor men to come to AlaskaAlaska-
toto work on the pipeline ," rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported Miller ,.

Joe Marshall reported callscalls-
he'd

calls-
he'dhe'dhed' received in his union officeoffice-
from

office-
fromfrom as far away as HonoluluHonolulu-
from

Honolulu-
fromfrom people who want to comecome-
to

come-
toto Alaska to work the
.

on pipepipe-pipe-
I

pipe-
line

¬-
lineI me . "

'TheThe"The'."' misinformationmisinfoll1'lationmisinfoll1lation' is unun-unun-

controllable
un-

controllable
¬-

controllable , " he said .
_ _

Marshall hasUeenhas ceenBeen mentionedmementioned-
as

tionedtioned-
asas a possiblepOi"siblepOisible" future Labor ComCom-Com-
missioner

Com-
missioner

¬-
missioner in Fairbanks .
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LABORERS UNION head Ed Orbeck argues the case of Fairbank'sFairbanksFairbank's-
unions

Fairbank's-
unions

'
unions to a meeting of the Farthest North Press Club . To hishis-

right
his-

rightright is Joe Marshall of the Cement Finisher'sFinishers' Union . ErnieErnie-

Miller
Ernie-

MillerMiller, head of Local 302 of the Operating Engineers appears onon-

the
on-

thethe left(,eft . Behind the speakers is a mural depicting Second AvenueAvenue-

before
Avenue-

beforebefore World War II11IIMADELYNIIMADEL11MADELYN. -MADELYNMADELYN-MADELMADEL- YN SHULMAN PhotographPhotograph-

iI


