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'l‘he investment of 45 million

: dallars of Alaska’s surplus state -
fands in Federal Farmer’s Home

Adhm::tntron notes was an-

nounced Tuesday by Govemor
William A. Egan. :

\Originally designed to provrde
_thotiey - to assist farmers in’ de-

Tundra Tunes, Wednesday, December 30 1970 .

Egan Announces $45 Mllhon Invoﬁtment ior Housing

veloping and acqurnng land and|
housing, Farmer’s Home money,
is” primarily used ‘in_ Alaska ‘to
finance rural low income hous-

Taos Pueblos Regain Blue Lake i

arguments

Sénator Edward Kennedy’s
office ' was kind enough to send
this paper a’ copy of the final

débates, which include a great’

deal of the. hrstory of the Blue
Lake controversy )
Blue 'Lake, the 48,000 acre

‘‘area that is-at the center of

the controversy, ‘is the central
focus of the religion of the Taos

‘. Pueblo, the religion that im-

pelled its people to refuse a cash
settlement for their lands. i
“The Taos claim is unique

because if Blue Lake and the
* surrounding lands are not re- -
J turned to the tribe, it will' ef—
! fectively destroy Taos culture,”
“writes an anthropologist from
" American ' University who has

made a lifelong" study. of the
‘Taos Indian culrue. .

“No other Indian tribe can
make ‘that  claim, “because no
other Indian group today: relies
to " the 'same degree on shrines
in a restricted area. for the con-
tinuance of its religion.”

John Boaine, the author of

- this letter .to Senator. Lee Metcalf

of Montana lived with the Taos
Indians for, many years and
studied their culture after he
became an anthropologist.

(Continued from Page 1)

In his letter to Senator Met-'

calf, Professor Bodine explains

the ' Taos Indian ' religion as a -

sum of many parts. Each integral

‘performer, is the guardian of

ritual knowledge which he must
paSs on to a successor. Shrines

in the Blue "Lake area are, hev

says, necessary to' the perform-
ance of rituals and the: training
of successors in each of the
necessary ceremonial roles. .
Many Senators in the debate
argued that members of the Taos
Pueblo ‘would not explain their
religion when questioned during
Senate ' subcommittee hearings.
Part. of thrs explains Professor.
Bodine, is the result of past

-discriminations and persecutions

which caused the religion to go
underground.
was a result of the fragmented
character of -the' religious prac-
tices.

This ‘particular culture value,
and~the historic claim . of the
Taos Indians on these lands,
are the basis on which they
fought their battle to regain
them.

Among their supporters, s
President Richard M. Nixon, who
advocated return of the Blue

- Lake " area to the Taos Pueblo

Public Defender ...

(Continued hom Page'2)

_is easy for the magrstrate in .a

small town to lean heavr]y on
the advice of the trooper in the
town. There can be substantial
advantages .to the defendant in
being tried by a district judge,
especially . when points of law
or personal feelings are involved.”

One- result of the magistrate
system and the lack of represen-
tation is that sentences given to
prisoners from small villages tend
tabe higher than sentences hand-
ed down for the same crimes
in Fairbanks.

* Public . defenders rarely get
appointed by magistrates in-bush

cases. When the defendant pleads_

not guilty, the magistrate. can
set a bail of $500 and send the
man to Fairbanks, to be close
to his lawyer. .

“They’ll stay in ]ar] till they
raise bail or we- get him out,”
Madsen explained. “‘Our feeling
is:if a guy comes in and pleads
goilty, the magistrate . should
held off till there are two or
three such cases. Then, call us,
st a’ date, and. the defender’s
office will fly a lawyer there.
We’ll even do it for one case.
Nora Guinn at Bethel does this
and the system works very well.”
-~ With a client being held in
%ﬂ the defenders must often

ead guilty, to get his clrent
free as soon as possible.

Most of the public defender’s
office’s work for the villages is
done in the felony cases which
are brought to Farrbanks for
trial. These are the serious cases—
murder, rape,. burglary, assualt

.and battery, etc.

A defendant will be brought
to Fairbanks for arraignment,
released on bail without means
often to return to his village.
He may be required to return
to Fairbanks for trial as much
as a year or more after the crime
has been committed.

Trying cases involving. crimes
committed ' in ' villages in Fair-
banks poses peculiar problems
for both prosecution and defense
lawyers. ‘The district attorney

. must arrange for witnesses to

come to Fairbanks.
“The travel diffi culty bogs
down the whole system,” says

public’ defender Madsen; ‘Cases

from " the Bethel area may in-

volve language problems, neces-
sitating search for an interpreter
who speaks the correct dialect..

In cases. which' range up to
first degree murder, it is essential
the defendant understand what
his lawyer is trying to do for
him.

“Sometimes I wonder if my
clients from the villages really
understand what I'm saying to
them,” Madsen says. - “Lots of
times they’ll act completely on
my advice.- I have to be doubly
sure they understand.”

Many defendants brought. to
Fairbanks have no understanding
of the process which brought
them there, or the process which
faces them.

One measure of differences
in administration of ]ustlce in
the town and in the bush is that
sentences for felonies in Fair-
banks - where defendants have
counsel are' often lower than
the. sentences given for being
drunk in public in the bush.

Alcohol is a cause, or a factor

in almost every crime by Natives

says Madsen. It will be a facton

“in_a fight, burglary, or almost

any other violence.

In the towns, the majority
of the crimes Native persons
commit are misdemeanors, main-
ly “drunk in public, drsorderly
conduct and other such crimes.
A study which' Mr. Madsen pre-

pared for the American Bar As- .

sociation recently showed Na-
tives committing a far lower
percentage of serious crimes than
their percentage of the popula-
tion. .

The problem in the villages
is there is no one available to
give information  at the time a
person is charged with a crime.
Better information and educa-
tion, says Madsen, could greatly
improve villagers’ knowledge of
their gights under the law.

“If we are to serve all of
those ‘misdemeanor ' cases, we
don’t -have enough staff  or
travel money. If we’re to provide

“people with their rights under '

the  constitution, we’ll have to
have more staff, mobility and
money, and a more flexible sys-
tem that will allow cases to be
tried .in - the bush,” said the
public defender.

Also, he' said, it "’

‘lupe Hidalgo,

in hrs message to the Congress
on . Indian affairs .on July 8,
1970

Among the vociferous. sup-
porters of the Indian claim’ to
trust title was Senator Fred Har-
ris of Oklahoma, -one  of ithe
sponsors of the Harns—anfm
amendment.

This amendment overode the
so called. Andérson amendment
bill which was reported out:of
the Senate Interior and Insular
Affairs committee.
derson. bill provided for the use
of the land by the Tags Indians,
but not for ,the grantmg of
trust title.

Harris, along with many other

Senators, including Senator Barry

Goldwater” of Arizona, consid-
ered the 'HarrisGriffin* amend-
ment ‘“necessary to requite at
least one of the injustices done
to the Indian people.

“If the Senate wishes to dwell
on precedents,” Senator Harris
told that body, “then it should
be reminded’ of the precedence
for destroying the culture, heri-
rage, religion and' pride of the
American Indian—precedence for
this is plentiful.”

Under the treaty of Guada-
ich ended the
Mexican-Americah- War, the Am-
erican Governmegit assumed sov-
ereignty over gi’of New Mexico,
including th€ land claimed by
the Taos Pueblo.

The Blue Lake area” became
part of the public domain, not
part of the reservation granted
to the Taos Pueblo though it
had ‘been used by them for
ceremonial and other purposes
since at least the 13th century.

In 1906, the aréa was incor-
porated into the Carson National
Forest.

The special interests of the
Taos Pueblo in Blue Lake were
recognized in a special use permit
issued to them in 1940 which
controlled access by outsiders.

Increasing . use  of the - area
for 'recreation - or other Forest
Service “multiple use” programs
made them ‘- continue to seek
title to the land.

Most of the arguments against
granting such _title, as advanced
by Senator Lee Metcalf of Mon-
tana, Senator Henry M. Jackson
of Washington and others rested
upon the precedent which might
‘be set by giving American In-
dians back their land. -

The. United States had his-
torically awarded. tribes money
as compensation for land. With
most of America’s land claimed
by one Indian group or another,
this could create dangerous prec-
edents, the Senators said.

. Opposition Senators also cited
fears that the area would be
developed, ratheér than remain
a watershed and wilderness area.
They ‘cited support from various
conservatlon groups.- .

- “It will’ open the door ‘to
similar requests for transfer in
trust for national parks, wilder-
ness areas; national monuments
and all these things that we
thought were secure for the bene-
fit,: in_the public interest, of
all . the people,” said Senator
Metcalf. : i

The final, bill which passed '
the Senate was substantially the
Harris-Griffin version, which fol-
lowed ‘the form' of a bill pre-
viously passed in the House of
Representatives.

Under the terms of the Senate
bill, the Blue Lake area would
be ‘maintained as a wilderness,
with its use restricted to the

‘ceremonial purposeés of the Taos

Pueblo people who hold trust
title to'it.

The ‘An-

l“glnterest rates for the state
will range from 6 7/8 to 7 3/4
per cent on insured notes pur-
.chased from the agency for per-
iods of five to ten years.

" These notes represent loans

made by  the ! Fanners Home

Administration &'or housing, fam-

ily farm ownership. and com-
munity facility ‘“projects in rural
areas. The administration is a

U.S. Department of Agnculture

credit union.

All' Fares Segregate i

(Continued from Page 1)

bush are also high-acting' to
raise the cost, of living .to un-

“believable heights in areas where
the average cash income is under

' $3,000 per year.

The high transport tariffs
.charged bulky. objects, such as
automobiles and  boats, ‘‘con-
stitute a definite factor in' the
ability of a' rural family to
improve its local transportation
‘and generally upgrade its living
condmons ;

~ A snowmobile may be 25
per cent or more’ expensive in
rural areas than" in Fairbanks

or Anchorage. Oil and gas fuels

are - difficult to transport, ex-
pensive to buy in the villages,
thus limiting their use of heating,

- lighting and operating vehicles.

The Federal Field committee
report foresees no - decrease in
these ‘costs ‘in the ‘near future
due to technical improvements,
since most 'villages do not use
bulk shipments.

What the-high air fares have
done in rural Alaska is to leave
to government agencies selection
of which “persons shall travel
out of the villages.

This selection normally falls
to. students, who ‘travel -to high
school, and to sick persons being
taken to hospital facilities. .

. Reduced fares are given to
military, who rarely use intra-
Alaskan services -and business-
men and. government officials
who use three to five day ex-
cursion fares.

“That segment of the com-
munity which. would normally
have the most need for mobility,
the young adults, are the most
disadvantaged by this system.
They are out of school and
still healthy, therefore must pay
the standard or tourist fare to
travel unless some special pro-
gram is created.”

The system tends to discour-
age the villager frommaking the
move to the city to find work:
A ‘one. way trip- to an urban
area  may utilize the family’s
entire' ‘cash resources.  If he
fails to succeed on his first
try at upward mobility, the
villager -may never again ‘have
the funds to attempt a second
try.

“There is a myth current
in Alaska and the United States
in general that Alaskan Natives
and other ‘American Indians are
not interested in upward mo-
bility within the larger society,
but desire to exist as an ethno-
graphic enclave wrthm 1he na-
tion.

This thesis ‘does not take
note  of: the desperate efforts
that are made by many families
to provide a chance at such
mobility for at least one mem-
*ber of the family. -

Such efforts involve the sac-
rifice of equipment that would
provide “an easier - life in—the
village in order that a chance
for betterment. may be given
a son or daughter.

The barriers imposed by high
transportation. costs, preventing
any reasonable frequency ' in
trips ' between the village and
the city imprison Alaska’s vil-
lage people either as “a dis-

satisfied villager or an unsuccess- .
ful adapter to the larger s0- .

ciety.”

What Alaska lacks, is low
cost alternative means .of trans-
portation between village and
city. . Without highways, there
is no bus service or hitchiking,
the transportation  that eased
the. gap between village and

city in the lower 48 and many
European countries. Water trans-
port is impractical for long dis--
tances

‘Low ; cost Iransportatlon -al-

" lows the prospective ‘city. resi-
dent to. make the trip- from

home ' to' city several times be-
fore a final decision is reached.

Transportation = costs . and
problems  effectively segregate
the rural Native and urban white.
The great bulk of Alaska’s sub-
urban citizens have no empirical
knowledge of Native life. !

The urban Alaskin does not
know his ‘state; .except for the
small ‘areas of Anchorage and
those ‘areas connected' to it by
highway.

Before the fur and mining
industries in Alaska declined,
many - villages: in  Alaska had
mixed white-Native populations.
Now; these are few, with the
only major source of white res-
ident government employees.

Unless some means is found
to bring white people back to
the villages, either on a full or
part time basis, there is no basis
for: political -unity in Alaska,
this report proposes.

The gap between living stan-
dards of urban whites and rural
Natives is so wide that it can
hardly be bridged. '

Compare -the plush subdivis-
ions of suburban Anchorage with
the log cabins in Bethel and
other villages.

What can be done to remedy
this situation? How can com-
munication be improved - be-
tween-the urban and rural Alas-
kan-the Native in the village
and the city dweller in his sub-
urban subdividion?

Solutions, the Federal Field
Committee report proposes, must

- be related to 'social or economic .

goals. Little improvement can
be expected from improvement
in air facilities and bulk trans-
port, in either passenger or cargo
rateS.  Only by providing sig-
nificantly lower -air fare rates
per mile can some improvement
be made in decreasin ‘the eco-
nomic disparities between Alas-
ka’s regions.

The present high fares or
a fare increase, meansimprove-
ments in air service will be
financed by the state and fed-
eral health and education bud-
gets—the agencies that send the
children to school and the pa-
tients to hospitals.

‘The  transportation report
makes. several - suggestions -for
reduced fares. Among these
are: student and adult stand-by
fares on all intra-Alaskan 1. tes
family plan fares on all such
routes, and a general reduction
in standard fares to more ap-
proximate those available in the
contiguous states.

The  report proposes - that
‘savings in governmerit travel bud-
gets will partially offset increas-
ed air aubsidies.

The report also calls for spec- -

ial provisions for Western Alaska.
Airrates adjus(ed to a'reasonable
percentage of income would in-
crease social mobility and stan-
dards of living. -

oal of these provrsrons
would ge an increase “in the
unprogrammed interaction be-
tween rural and urban, Alaska;
for the Natives, for those urban
Alaskans who have no concept
of the extent and diversity of
their state and for tourists who
make the long drive to Alaska

and pever see the places beyond *

the roads.”

-



