
Taos Pueblo Indians of New MexicoMexico-

Regain
.

Regain Their Beloved Blue Lake
In . New Mexico ,, the area in-

the
inin-

thethe Sangre de Cristo mountainsmountains-
known

mountains-
knownknown as Blue Lake has beenbeen-

called
been-

calledcalled "thethe.the". .IndianIndian., capitolcapit l ofof-

the

of-

thethe world ,," by Governor QuerinoQtierinoQtierino-

Romero
Qerinoerino-

RomeroRomero]Romero of the Taos PuebloPuebJo .

Early this month ,. |thehe SenateSenate-

passed
Senate-

passedpassed an historic .billbill., bitIbill whichwhich-

restored
which-

restoredrestored the Blue Lake area toto-

the
to-

thethe people of Taos Pueblo , 6464-

years
64-

yearsyears after it was taken fromfrom-

them
from-

themthem and made of the

Carson National Forest .

Indian people all over thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited StatesSt tes ,. and the world ,,
have supported the Taos PuebloPueblo-

inin theirtheif fight to regainTegain thesethese-

lands
these-

landslands , which are intrinsicallyintrinsically-
ucred

intrinsically-
sacredsacreducred to their culture and rere-rere-

tigion
re-

ligion

¬-

ligiontigion .
The short announcement ofof-

the

of-

thethe passage , whichwhich,
was hailedhailed-

by
hailed-

byby Commissioner of Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs

¬-

fairs Louis R. Bruce as "oneone"

of the greatest thingsthTIgs ¬-

gress hash3$ ever done for IndianIndian-

people
Indian-

peoplepeople in America ," is the climaxclimax-

of
climax-

ofof a long struggle .

One of the rrtoremore, interestinginteresting-
practices

interesting-
practicespractices , in a debatedebie'ieolthisoTThisolthisoT-thisoTthisolthist-
ype

oTthis-
type

-

type ,, is to browse through perper-per-

tinent
per-

tinent

¬-

tinent portions of the Congress-CongressCongress---Congress-

tional
Congress-

tional

Congress-

tional
--

tional Record ,., seeking the inin-inin-

formation

in-

formation

¬-

formation which Senators have-

included
havehave-

includedincluded to bolster their pro andand-

Continued

and-

tontinued

and-

Continued( Continuedtontinued on PagePag 66.161. )
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con-argumentsconargumentscarargumentscowarguments- .. ,

Kennedy'sofficeSenatorSnatoSnato ' ,' Edward Kennedy'sKennedysKennedy's-
office

'
office ;:, was kind enoughenougb to send

. .thisthis., thiS 'paperpaper' ,' a ' copy of the finalfmalfma-
ld

final-
debatesdebatesdbates , which include a greatgreat ''

i deal ' of the historyhisoryhis ory of the BlueBlue-
Take\ ' EakerakeTake

controversyB1tte'Lakecontroversycontrovcontroversyijr.7ijr7..
"

-

'"
.,

- , BlueBlue:1LakeBlue1LakeB1tte'LakeB1tteLake:''LakeLake'
,;!; ' the 48,00048000, acreacre-

area
acre-

areaarea ,' thatthat'iSthatiS;: 'ii'iat'isis'
$' -atat-. at the center ofof-

the
of-

thethe controversy , is the 'centralcentral'- central-
focus

central-
focusfocus of the religion of the TaosTaos-
Pueblo

Taos-
PuebloPueblo , the religion that im-imim-

pelled
im-

peDed
im-

pelled
-

(' pelledpeDed its people to refuse a cashcash-
settlement

cash-
settlementsettlement for their lands .uniquebuniquebecauseThe"The"" , Taos claim is unique
becauseb cause if Blue Lake and thethe-
surrounding" surrounding lands arereare not re--rere-

turned
re-

turned
re-rere-

turned
-':--', turned to the tribe , it will ef-efef-

fectively
ef-

'fectively
ef-

fectively
--

fectively'fectively>' Taos "destroy culture ,
; writes an anthropologist fromfrom-
American

from-
AmericanAmerican University who hashas-
made

has-
Imade4made\mademadeImade\ , a lifelong ' study of thethe-
'T

the-
'TaosTaos'Taos'TT' os Indian culrue . ,

"NoNo"" other Indian tribe cancan-
make

can-
makemake that claim , becausebe ause nono-

other
no-

otherother Indian group today , reliesrelies-
t6

relies-
tot6to the 'samesameme'ss' degree on shrinesshrines-
inin a restrictedrestrictedareaarea for the concon-con-
tinuance

con-
tinuance

¬-
tinuance of its religion ."

John]oh , BoaineBO1ineBo'aine';' , the author ofof-
this

of-
thisthis letter to Senator

,
Lee MetcalfMetcalf-

of
Metcalf-

ofof Montana lived withwith theth TaosTaos-
Indians

Taos-
IndiansIndians for many yearsyears andand-
studied

and-
studiedstudied their culturecultur after hehe-

became
he-

becamebecame an anthropologist .

In 'his'letterhisletter'hishis' letter totoSenator, SenaSenatortor ' MetMet-Met-
calf

MM-

calf
et:I-It-t¬-

calfexplainsthe, Professor Bodine explainsexplains-
the

)is
the Taos Indian religion asas-
sum

aa-

sumsumsumsumofofofmanymany parts.. Each integralintegral-
'perforiner

alaI
'performerperformer'perforinerperforiner'pfritual, is the guardian jofpf' )iiff
ritual knowledge which he mustmust-
pa

mumust-
pass'on

st.tt.
pass/passpassonpass'onpa /' on01! to

'-

a
a' a . ,successor . ShrinesShrinShrin-

in
es; s$s-

inin the Blue 'LakeLake"LakeLake'" area are , hehe-

says
ie

says ,. necessarynnecessarycessary to the performperform-perform-
anc

perform-
ance

i-i1-1¬-
anceanc of rituals and thethe-thetraining<-' trainingtraining-
of

trainstrains-
of

rig|tgg
of successors in each of thethe-
necessary

thth-

necessary
e;

necessary ceremonial roles . .
I'.

. Many SenatorsSenatoS{ ,inJiii) the debatedebatdebate-
argued

eba te:

argued that members of the TaosTaos-
Pueblo"would

Taos-
Pueblowould

>)s
PuebloPueblo"wouldPueblowouldPueblo-wouldPueblowould"' 'wouldwould'- not explain theirtheir-
religion

their-
religion

irir

duringSenatereligion when questioned duringduring-
subcommittee

tngigg
' Senate subcommittee hearingssj. .;

"'
Part ofofthis'thisthis\this\'' , explainsexp ains ProfessorProfessProfess-
Bodine

Pueblotor>Irr ,,

Bodine , is the result of pastst;t',

discriminations and persecutionspersecutions-
which

persecutions-
which

iis
which caused the religion toto-

underground
gogo-

underground
oD

underground . Also , he said , itt '

was a result of the fragmentedfragmented-
character

fragmented-
character

d:11:
character of the religious pracprac-prac-
tices

prac-
tices

:: ¬-

tices .

This particular culture value> ,

andtheand *' thee historic claim of thethe-
Taos

tt-
Taos

he
hes

e
Taos Indians on these landslandland-
are

s ,

theyfoughtareare the basis on which theythethe-
fought

y;

themregamthemregainthemfought
.

their battle to regainregamn1

Among their supporters , ,isis-

President
s.

President Richard M . Nixon , whowho-
advocated

whwh-

advocated
oa)

advocated return of the Blue.Blue.Blue-

Lake
.Blue-

Lake
e:

Lake area to the Taos PuebloPueblPuebl-

et

oI

:I-It-t¬-
)is
a

alaI
)iiff
st.tt.
; s$

ie
1-1¬-
tgg

I'.
:

)s

ir
g
. .;

"'
Irr ,,

,
;t'
s

t '

:11:
: ¬-

,

,
;
1

.
)

:

I

Iintinin his message to the CongressCongress-

IS
Congress-

onon . IndianIndan affairs .onon. on July 8 ,
1970 .

'SupfAmong the vociferousvocif rous sup-supSup-Supslip-.-supiifporters of the Indian claimclairdclaim! toto-

.t

tt-
trust

o
trust title was Senator Fred-Har-FredHarFredHarFredHar-
ris

-- -.
ris of Oklahoma ,. oneoonee ofOrof Ith! thethe-

Ie

e.

sponsors of the'the
'

Harris-GriffinHarrisGriffinHarris-GriffmGriffmHarris-GriffiGriffiHarrisGriffi-
amendment

--- )n;

iamendment1amendmentamendment.. '"

,

This amendment overode theth e.

so calledcaI1ed . AndersonAnd rson amendmentamendmenamendmamendmen-
bill

ntt
;

bill which was1waswasreportedwas' reported oufofout ;

'oo'o-

the
' off

the Senate Interior and InsularInsular-
s

Insular-
AffairsAffairs committee . The'theTh' An-AnAn-

ir

An-

derson
-

derson bill providedprovi ed for the useuse-

g
u

of the land by theththe TaosTaQs IndiansIndians-
but

,

butbutbutnonotno forfor-
lforthel the granting pf9f9f-

Ir

qq-

trust
f

trust titleititle,.

Harris , along with many otherotheother-
s

othe-
Senators

r
Senators , includinginc1udmg SenatorSena tor BarryB'arryB'arry-

D

Barry-
Goldwater 'Goldwater of Arizona , consid-considcons d-dd-

t
-

ered the HarrisHarriHarris Griffinriffin ' amend-amendamend:-
1

amend-

ment
-

'

ment 'necessarynecessary' to requite ataa-

leastleast one of the .injusticesinjustices., donedone-
to

done-
to

dondon-
to

e
to the Indian people .

-',

"IfIf" the Senate wishes to dwelldwell-
onon precedents ," Senator HarrisHarris
told that body , "thenthen" it shouldshould-
bebe. reminded of the precedenceprecedence
for destroyingdestroyjng the culture , heri-herihersheri-
rage

heri-
rage

hers-

rage
-_

rage , religion and pride of the
American Indian-precedenceIndianprecedence- forfo r
this is plentiful.. "

Under the treaty of Guada-GuadaGuada-
lupe

-
lupe HidalgoHidalgohich, \hichhich\'ichich' ich ended thethe-
MexicanAmerica

the

Mexican-AmericanMexicanAmericanMexican-AmericaAmerica- War, the AmAm-Am-
erican

Am-
erican

¬-_
erican GovernmentGovemmeGovernme t assumed sovsov-sov-
ereignty

sov-

ereignty
¬-_

ereigntyereigntyereigntyoverover attofof New MexicoMexico-
including

: ,
including tMt land claimed byby-

the
b Y

the Taos Pueblo .

The Blue Lake area becamebecambecame-
part

becam-
part

e
part of the public domain , notnot-

I

not-
part

no t

I
part of the reservation granted

I |to the Taos Pueblo thoughtllOUgh itit-

had
i t

had' been used by them forfprfpr-
ceremonial

fo r
ceremonialc and other purposespurposepurposes-
since

purposes-
since

purpose-
since

s
sinces at least the 13th century .

In 1906 ,, the areaar a was incor-incorincor-
porated

incor-
porated

-_

poratedF into the Carson NationalNationa-
lForest

National-
ForestForest* ..

The special interests of thethe-

Taos
the-

TaosTaos' Pueblo in Blue Lake were-
recognized

werewere-
recognizedrecognizedf in a special use permitpermit-
issued

permit-
issued

11-

controlled
issued1 ! to them in 1940 whichwhich-
controlledcontrolledcI access by outsiders .

II-

IncreasingIncreasing use of the areaareaJarea-
for

J

forf' recreation or other ForestForest-
Service

Forest-
Service, " " ;
Service*- "multiplemultiple use programsprograms
maderI them continuecontin e to seekseekJseek-
title

seek-
title

J

title land .
II-

Most
1* to the

Most of the arguments againstagainst-
orantino

against-
Qrantina

:

5t1"anting5t1antingQrantinaJ?"orantino suchsuch-titl-
e

suc-
htitl- e

urf> titltitle< , asa advancedaHvanrprl ;advancedby_-
by Senator Lee Metcalf of MonMon-Mon-
tana

Mon-
tana

¬-

tanat1 ; , Senator Henry M . JacksonJacksontJackson-
of.Washington

.
t

ofof.Washingt-

on

ofWashingt-

on

°( .Washington and others rested
uponut the precedent which mightmight-
bebebt set by giving American InIn-InIn-

dians
¬- t

diansdc back their land ,. .
'. The United StatesStat s had his-hishis--hist-

orically
--

toricallyt < awarded tribes money
111-

1asasa compensation for land . WithWithaWith-
most

With-
most

a

mostnrbbyof America'sAmericas' land claimedclaimed-
by

b
byb1 one Indian group or another ,
thist] couldcouId create dangerous precprec-precprecbprec-

edenU
prec-

edents
¬- b

edentsedenUe , the Senators said .

Opposition Senators also citedcitedtlcited-
fears

tltl-

fearsfearsftf, that the area would bebe-

developed
be-

developeddevelopeddd , rather than remain
a watershed and wilderness area .
TheyTtThey1 cited support from variousvarious-
conservation

t

conservationoc groupsgroupsb. -bb.'-"ItIt". t will ' open the door toto-

similar

'

similarsisi requests for transfer ininriin-

'trust ri'trusttrust'*. titrusttl for national parks , wilderwilder-wilderIwilder-
neSS

wilder-
ness

¬-
I

nessnin .!areasreas , national monumentsmonuments-
and

i
andai3i allall these that. things wewefcwe-

thoughtwere
fc

thoughtthfcthoughttlthoughtwerewere secure for the benebene-beneabene-
fit

bene-
fit

-¬-
afitfi , in the public interest , ofof-

all
of-

allallal , the people ," said SenatorSenatortrSenator-
Metcalf

tr
MetcalfMtrMetcalf,. ,," 3JtrthepassedtheThe3JThefinalfmal.*, bill which passed tr
thethtli Senate

_wasjpbstantiallywas SJ.IbstantiallySJIbstantiallysubstantially. thethe-

Harris
tl1

Harris-CnfflnHarrisCnfflnfHarifHarristl1HarifH =-tnffmtnffmversion;r rr versionverslO YhTch,:{which "' folrolfol-folfol-

lowed
¬
-

Ja]JalowedlowedI'° theth form of a bill prepre-presapre-
viously

¬- sasa-

viouslyviouslyVI* jj
' passed in the House ofof-

Representatives
fu

RepresentativesfuRepresentativesR" ', . ci ,
"

.
Under the termstenns of the Senate ,

billbibl ,., the Blue Lake area wouldwould-
be

cccc-

bebelx maintained as a wilderness , pcpc-

withwithwi its use restricted to thethe-
ceremonial

ci '

ceremonialce purposes of the TaosTaos-
Pueblo

isis-

PuebloPuebloPiPt: people who hold trusttrust-
title

thth-

titletitletit to itit.. th


