» Aloohollsm Abuse Commlttee Asked :

A reso]unon requestmg the
mayor of Fairbanks: to set up a

committee to begin work imme::

dlatel{ on the problem of alco-
hol. abuse was ad(;:pted at a re-
gional seminar in

week.

‘Held at lhe Umvers:ty of Ala-
' ska, the three-day session drew.

sociologists; policemen, lawyers,
 nurses, doctors, community lead
< ers,rand - interested- citizens to-
gether for a d:scussnon on “Alco-

alrbanks last '
“'cond ‘nigh

“ly has no means' of: adequ‘h‘t'

hol Use, Abuse and Addlctlon—
A Community Problem.”

Several specialists in the area.
of solving: alcohol problems were
called in, ) i

At an evenmg session: the se-.
t of the seminar on
“Alcohol Problems viewed from

the ‘Front Line"” thiere seémed
. to be a general agreeme; :

anehsts that ﬁair‘baﬂks el
cop\ng w:m the problem

Sgt Robert E. Nearing of the 3
Fairbanks City :Police ‘said that .
all the 'police’department is do-
ing is “bibysntmg socnety 8 pro-
blem.” = i
Andverage of 20'arrests evexy .
24 hours for  intoxication, con-
sume OUs amounts ofvala R
ble' time' that the’ ‘polioemen‘ ;i
' in fighting the city’s
nes, he stressed, - Bt
Judge of Fairbnnks. ;
Contil ued on page ).




ALCOHOLISM COMMITTEE ASKED HERE i

Aﬂh\ “'Rubwu, ‘said that the -
large number of cases: of intoxi-

courts moperatnve ;
ted that the courts can
do  niothing with the problem.
Putting an' intoxicated person in
jail merely builds up frustrations,
and; when he is released, he ‘will
probably get drunk again-to re-
- lieve these frustrauons the judge

(canﬁnued from

said.

Muckenthaler, director of Nurs-

ing, Fairbanks Community Hos- -
pital, Robert Hanek, Fairbanks .
Medical and Surgical Clmnc, and’

Pete Aiken of the local NAACP.
Following the panel presenta-

; non, the group discussed the pos- ' |

sibility of a detoxifi cation cen-
ter in Fairbanks where the intox-
icated would be'treated by a spe-

. cially trained’ staff rather than

Other panehsts were Stellar

.thrown in ]ail or placed inahos-
-pital  incapable. of adequately.
‘treatmg their problem. | -

The ‘discussion X
on' whether the alcohol p:
in Fairbanks was prim:

y a na-
- tive problem or whether it dlpped
3 mto all races arid classes.

Some, seemed to' think that it
was basically 'a ‘native’ problem’
and that thus the main thrust of

" any program ought to be, directed

at bettering the native’s situation.

Others, however, stressed that -
alcohol problems among minori-.
ty members are merely more evi-

" dent because when drunk, they -
.do not have a friend to take them

home or.to put them in a cab:

Instead they are thrown out
on the street or in jail\ Alco

‘holism'is not a’native problem,

they said, but strikes all classes
in Fmrbanks including  house- .
wives, construction workers, and |
busmessmen



