Board Chalfman Issues 5
..\:-Polltlcal Pohcles on
OEO Funded Agencles

< 'Mrs} Matlene Johnson, Chair- '
man of the Board of Directors of

RurAL CAP has issued the fol- '

lowing memorandum to all Rur-
AL CAP 'employees, outlining
policies and instructions pertain-
ing to political mvolvement for
OEO funded agencies.:

+ OEO. Instruction No. 6907-
states: Grantee and delegate a-
gencies must ‘administer OEO-
assisted programs. in a politically
non-partisan manner . and must
avoid actions which can reasona-
bly' be construed as intended to
favor one political party over an-
other or to influence the out-
come of any election for public
or party office. =~ .
he use of program funds, the
provnsnon of services, ‘and’ the:
assignment - of personnel must
notresult in the identification of
the: program with. any partisan
political activity or with any non-

partisan political ‘activity which.
is designed tofurther the election |

or defeat of a’ candxdate for pu-
blic office.

In ‘addition, grantee:and dele-'

gate agencies may not use pro-

gram funds, the provision of ser-;,

vices, or the assignment -of per-|
sonnel in connection with voter

registration activity or with trans-~ -
portating voters or potential vo- ~

ters to the polls.
Anti-poverty: programs are, in

many communities, live political
issues and will often include ac- .

tivities which’ may become the
subject of political controversy.
Grantee and delegate agencies
may, of course; undertake acti-
vities ‘dealing with issues related
to their basic program responsi-
bilities.

In carrying out the basic mis-
- sion and goals of conimunity ac-
tion, grantee and delegate agen-
cies need not avoid such activi-
“ties merely because partisan offi-
cials or candidates for public
office may take or have taken
positions wnth respect to the
issue.

Agency -officials must, how-
ever, deal ‘with questions which
-have become a subject of politi-
cal controversy on' their merits
and not in terms of whether they
are supported or opposed by a
“particular party oy candidate.

Except as provided in the in-

‘struction; employzes of grantees
and delegate agencies are free to.
engage in various kinds of politi--
cal activities during -their off-.
duty hours and in theu private
capacltles )
*'A’broad’ range of participa-

. tion in'non-partisan elections(e.g-

nonpartisan school: board elec-
tions) is permitted.: In addition:
a broad range of off-duty parti-
san activity is permitted for em-

'ployees of private delegate agen-

cies and " private smgle-purpose
grantees.

"All_ employees are expected,
however, to avoid to the greatest
extent any . possible -identifica-
tion- of . their off-duty  activities
with ' the OEO-supported pro-

: gram

‘Mrs.. Johnson' adwsed that
three-quarters of the State Legis- -
lature,’aGovernor, U.S. Senator,
and a U.S. Representative will be
elected in the fall of this year.

“In this pohtically charged at-

- mosphere-all employees need to

have a clear knowledge of per-
mitted and 'prohibited political:
activity  if ‘they and-or RurAL
CAP. are to-avoid being charged--
with “playing partisan politics.”-
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