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Q . 8 : HOWHOW'DIDHOWDIDHOW '
DID WEWEESKI.ESKIESKI.,

¬.
MOS , ALEUTS AND INDIANSINDIANS-
USE

INDIANS-
USEUSE OUR LAND ?

Long before the CaucasiansCaucasians-
came

Caucasians-
camecame to Alaska , we Natives hadhad-
conquered

had-
conqueredconquered an Arctic semi-contisemicontisemi-conti-semiconti-
nent

semiconti-
nent

-- ¬-
nent without using any modernmodemmodem-
techn

modemt-
echnologiestechnologiestechn logies . We huntedhUQted , fished,,

vegetatipnfromvegetationfromtrapped , and gatheredgather d vegetationvegetatipn
from the land for food , and useduused-
our

eded-

our
'-

re
r-

e'our animal and forestry re-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources for clothesclqthes and shelter .
For the most part , we builtbuilt-

and
built-

andand lived in permanentpennanent villagesvillages-
moved

villages-
movedmovedmovedseasonallyseasonally to ourout huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand fishing sites , and traveled bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween these on old establishedestabUshedestabUshed-
tr

established-
trailstrailstr s . We usedu ed ththl? rivers, for tratra-tratra-
vel

tra-
vel

¬-
velvelandand communication as well asas-

for
as-

forfor our food supply !:.
We passedpa ed alongalong'messagalongmessag

'

messagessandsand-
items

andand-
itemsitems fbf'ofof'>f trade from one toto anan-anan-

otherjill
¬-

otherother-other11other-j-illotherjill--,;,- all1111upup and8l-d8ld}- down-thedownthedown-the-downtheriver- - river

'

,. system'ssystems
,

' .ofof,.of AlaskaAlAlaskask.
. Some ofof

"

itsus
traded withwith... Asia , acrossacross the Ber-Ber130'r-130'r130rBer-

As
Ber-

As
130'-

rAs

' -
As we still are today , ,. our anan-anan-

cestors
an-

cestors
¬-

cestors were deeply attached toto-

the
to-

thethe land by a feeling ofofreverencereverencereverence-
and

reverence-
andand awe for the ,earth , and allallofofof-
nature

of-
naturenature ; the landlandwas'theirwaswas'theirwastheir' their lifeife} , asas-

'it
as-

'itit'it' still is
1,. ours . Though indiviindivi-indivi-

duals
indivi-

duals
¬-

duals did not'not' own land personperson-person-
ally

¬-
allypersonally, all enj'QyedenjQyedenjoyed' free use of itit-

within
it-

withinwithin theirth ir groups , vandand, somesome-
kinds

some-
kindskinds ofofsitesfishingsites-fishingsitesfishingsites--fishing--- sites forfor-
instancewere

for-
instancewereinstance-wereinstancewere- handed downdown-

within
down-

withinwithin families .

The various tribes , villages,
and family groups strictly .ob-.obob-obob-
served

,.ob-obob-

served
.ob-

served
--

served the traditional boundariesboundaries-
ofof their huntinghuntihg and fishing areasareareass .

ForFo!;' the most partprt they made a-aa-

greements
aa-

greements'and
-.

greementsgreements'andgreementsand' and peacefully settledsettledany-

"disp

settled-
anyanyany- "dispany- disp'" 'disputesdisputes' tes 'betweenbetween' tribes 'atat'at-

gatherings
'at-

gatherings

'

gatherings like'like'' the yearly Nutch-NutchNutch-

alawaya
Nutch-

alawaya
-

a-la-wayaalawaya- - , whereWhere-theWherethewhere-the'Tanana'Ri-wherethe'Tanana'RitheTananaRiwherethe'Tanana'Rirf
- the ' Tanana *' RiR.i-R.i. ¬-
rf"-.-.-.--------.-

f</i.j'JJi.jJJi.j'JJijJJ/.' "
ver-meetsvermeetsyer--meetsyerpermeetsper .;--meetsmeets- ':, the 'YukonYukon' , near thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent towntowntown'ofof'of' Tanana .

They enjoyed their lives ; cercer-cer-

ta
cer-

tainly
¬-

tainlytanly they knew hungerh\.mgerh.mgerh.mgermger\. andand-
hardship

and-
hardshiphardship at times , come a badbad-
year

bad-
yearyearyear , or a shift in gamegarne migramigra-migra-
tion

migra-
tion

¬-
tion , but'but,' they adjusted theirtheir-
n

their-
numbeisnumbersnumbeisn m eis to what eache :h area wouldwould-
support., support . TheTh ' landJnd , supportedsupported-
mQre

supported-
moremoremQre Native people in those daysdays-
than

days-
thanthan it does now-aboutnowabout- 73,00073000, ,
compared to 60,00060000, today , it isis-

estimated
is-

estimatedestimated .

The FederalFederal Field CommitteeCommittee-
puts

Committee-
puts'itputsputs'itputsit'itit'' more technicallytechnicall, :

"TheThe'hehe"'' aboriginalaboriginalAlaskaiboriginal'AlaskaiboriginalAlaskaborigin 1 -AlaskaAlaska.Alaska-.'. 'NativeNative',Native-
completely

Native-
completelycompletely ,. used ;

' ;' the,1the1the ,:" biologicalbiological-

reS

biological-
resourcesresourcesreS ijrces of the landJand

4

, interiorin teri r andndnd-
and

andand-
andand contiguousontigu us

' waters inJ generalgen ralral-

b._,.balancebalanceblancej; with their'their' ,
sustained huhllhu-huhu-

man
¬-

manJI1man carryingca fying.capfyingcap'
.,
capacity/capacitycapacityAlaskaC ty/. 'rr':' (AlaskaAlaska-

NativesNativesatives andiiddt-

r
the Land ,;' 87/1968)871968)1968871968)87196887 /; 1968)1968)
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