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Aniak
I

petitionspetitioO$
I

for subregional clinic
I

by Esther Donhausett-
o

DonhauserDonhouserDonhauset-Donhauset- ,

to10 thothe(he Tundra Time-
sOwen

TimTimesTime-
sOwen

. .
Owen Brock , wh6who has been in-

Aniak
InIn-

AniBAniBAniujcAniak sincesince978//97897819781978 ,, has beenbeentrybeen tttrytry-try"-¬.tryingI

ingtngIIJtngfor at Ileastea.teat. a year tptQtQletpctI

/get/letlet aJ new-

tubregional
newnew-

subrellonalSubregionalsubrellonaltubregional! clinicclimc in AniakAnlakAtniak ttq ser-

vice
serser-ser¬.-

surroundingKuskokwimvice nine surroundingsurtounsurroundingang
KuKuskokwimangKukokwlm villages from 1LQwe-
rKalskag

LowerLqwer1LQwerLqwer-
KabkagKalskagKabkag up to Stony RivetRiverlandRiverland-
four

Ilandandand-

fourfour villages ononhefoe\hehethe\ Yukon . I>SheShe-
started

hehe-

startedstarted out by gettinggellmg signed peti-

tions
petipeti-¬.-

tions from qllallII these villages-

stating
villagesvillages-

statingstating how milchmuch the clinic *as-

needed
asas-

neededneeded .. "'"II have talked andandnet!metnetRetRet-
with

net-

withWith various individuals at dif-

ferent
difdif-dif-¬.

ferent intervals for a year . The-
Dept

TheThe-
DeptDept of HealthandHealth and Social Ser-

vices
Ser-SerSer -¬.

vices , YKHC ,, Directors , Coor-

dinators
Coor-

dmalors
CoorCoor--¬-

dinatorsdmalors , City Managers ,, you-

name
youyou-

namename itillit!! " said Brock .

Pam WestWestjohnWestjohpjohn , City Manager ,,

idIs presently working with Brock-

in
BrockBrock-

Inin trying to obtain funds from the

I

Dept .. of Health and SocialSodolSgclul ;Seraer-

vices

aer-aer¬.-

legi4latstrePamvices antitnqhnc) from the legi4latstre
legHlature-

Pam
legislaturelegHlature

Pam says that they have lIonegoneone toto-

the
to-

thethe Dept ,, ofofTranTransportationportollon , Divi-

sion
DiviDlviDivi--¬.

sionslon of Aviation to get lartdlancelan by the-

airport
thethe-

airportairport andBnd the DivisiortDivision oof( AAvia-

tion
AviaAvia-via¬.-

tiontlon has agreed to this . ""IfIf"Ifeweewejwee feetgetget-

aaa new site , grground-workgroundworkgrgund-workgrgund!Und-workUndwork- might-

begin
mightmight-

beginbegin a year from this sumsumncr| er,, """
Said Westjohn-

Cletting
WWestjohnWestjohn-

Getting
estjohnjohn-

OettingGettingOettingCletting money forfur a new clinichnlc ,,

operating budget , phys cjanscjans-

assistant
jansjans-

assistantassistant , possibly a nurse , an x-

ray
K-

ray

x-

ray
x-xK-K--

ray machinemachme and general mmsdicalical-

tools
IcalIcal-

toolstools ,, takes some time and Canpttn get-

confusing
getget-

confusingconfusing . Before getting a& grant-

from
grantgrant-

fromfrom the Dept . of Health and-

Social
andand-

SocialSocial Services , a new clifchIclip< >, 1ttw...
needed , this money likeha *. ''rileapp-

roved
'rileap-'rileaprileapVt. >ffe ap-

proved
apap-ap-¬-

proved by the LegNirfureLefl'lju/ureLefl'ljuLeflljuurel.egiygturelegiygture. '/ neK-

tsummer
nextneKtnext-

summersummer , and finallynlollyfi.raflyfirafly:. before allall-

else
all-

elseelse , the nrnenrclinic.//clinicclinic'clinic' cllmc willwillleedneed\leedleedpeed\
''

land ..
I'

"'""II'AIAI went down to Juneau and-

talked
andand-

talkedtalked to Dwayne PeoplesPeeples ,, CoonCoon-
dinator

CoorACoor
dmatordinator forfot the Dept .. of Health-
and

HealthHealth-
andand SocjalSocial Services , hohe Was very-
helpful

veryvery-
helpfulhelpful,, I1 also talked to John-

Hwaely
JohnJohn-

HanelyHaoelyHanelyHwaely , PlannerI'lannerIlannerManner' for YKHCKHC , Joe-

Ryand
JoeJoe-

RyandRyand of P.H.SPH.SPHSI.H.SIH.SIHSP.N.SPN.SPNS' . .. .. , anand.! Sue Mar-

tin
MarMar-M r-¬'

tin ,, who travels totQ villages , these-
people

thesethese-
peoplepeople helped me out..

*to"toWest' WestWestjohn-
said

Westjohnjohnjohn-
saidsaid ..,

Clara Morgan , I>Supervisorupervlsor ,, In-

structor
InIn-

structor
In-In¬-

structor (foror Aniak CICIIClinicic , who inin-

19S8195819S8 startedstartedoutout as ajal
ajajvolunteer
alvolunteervolunteer-

Health
volunteervolunteer-

HealthHealth Aide , worked along with-

her
withwith-

herher husband WilliamiWilliam , MorganMotgan ..

Clara worked out of her house ,

up until 1970 when AnjukAnlokAniak was to-

gut
to

gui8"181gut" Hu cliniccInic; .. ""FromFrom 1970 to 1973-

we
19731973-

wewe hadhahatl<) 3 different doctors herehere-
In

here-
inin AniakAnlak tndand we serviced the sur-

rounding
sursur-sur-¬.

roundingroundmg villages .. From 1980 onon-

we
on-

wewe haven'thavent'' been workingworkmg with the-

villages
thethe-

villagesvillages but even aftefafter we stopped

being funded , 1I kept In Contact-
with

contactcontact-
withwith area health aides and hethelpedhelped-

them
fledfled-

themthem outout/outoutsaid,/"' said Clara .,;ClaraCllIraOdra stressed the need for aa-

centralized
a-

centralizedcentralized cliniccllmc In AniakAmak , ""It-
would

"ItIt"It-
wouldwould take AII big load off Belhel-
Public

BethelBelhelBethel-
PublicPublic Health Service , since they-
not

theythey-
notalongthenot only take patientspaltents from along-
the

along
the Kuskokwim , but the Yukon aas-

well
as

well .. Not only that , but the costcost-
of

cost-
ofof transportation for patientspatients-
would

patients-
wouldwould go downdown/downdownsaid.,/"' said Clara . AcAc-

cording
Ac-

cording
Ac-Ac-¬-

cording tto Brock , two roundround.trip-
tickets

roundtripround-triproundtripround.triproundtript-
ickets

<-.--triptrip
tickets from AniakAmak to Anchorage-
would

AnchorageAnchorage-
wouldwould cost a good $$500500SOO dollars ,

if the chifdchild was 2 years of age or-

older
oror-

olderolder People would also be hard-

pressed
hardhard-

pressedpressed for money if they didn'tdidntdidn't-
have

didn't-
have

'
have fnendsfriends or relatives in AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
An-An-¬-

chorage or Bethel . They wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave to pay for room and board ,

meals , transportation around thethe-

City

the-

citycity , and if they didn'tdidnt' go to

AlaskaAlakaAla4ke, NativeNaltve Center torlor hospital
blllhospitalblllhospitalbillsbills ;:, medication , and moremorejmorel' the-

whole
theIhe

'"wholehole trip could addaddupup to onepnepne-

months
one-

monthsmonths salaryBalary for most peoplepeople-

Andinot
people-

AndlnotAndlnotAndinotAnd | not everyone has InsuranceInsurance-
coverage

insurance-
coveragecoverage *.,

Clara also spoke of chronipa-
llyinpatients

chraniqal-
ly

chronical-
ly

chraniqal-chraniqalchronical-chronicalchronipal-chronipal -

lylyinpatients,ill'patientsillpatientsUllpatlents' ""whdwhd"whowho wouldn'twouldnt' bebe-

chronicallyccfirohicallychronicallyrohlcally illIII If they'dtheydIhey'dIheyd' gone toto-

Bethel
to-

BethelBethel or Anchorage in the first-

place
firstfirst-

placeplaceplace/placeplaceAccording./"' According to Clara , thesethese-

people
these-

peoplepeople <don'tdontlon'tlont' always have the-

money
thethe-

moneymoney to make those important-
visits

Important-
visits

important
visits to the doctor-ifdoctorifdoctor.ifdoctorif--. Aniak hadhad-

at
had-

atatt leaktleantleajit one
'

trained'trainedramed physician hehe-

or
he-

oror shtshisheshtcouldshicouldcould see patients here Inin-

Ania
in-

AniakAnialAniaAniak ., ""WeatherWeather conditions can-
be

cancan-
bebe very harsh , an emergency pa-

tient
papa-

Itent
pa-pa¬-

tientItent could be forced to wait-outwaitoutwaitout-
a

--
a snowstorm , strong winds , oror-

severe
or-

severesevere icing conditions In their-

village
theirtheir-

villagevillage ,. ""addedadded Brock WithWith-

Aniak
With-

AniakAniak being closer , these patientspatients-
might

patients-
mightmight have , a better chance . ".

TThee fact that illall the people in-

the
In-

the
in

the pillageylllage,page filled out the petitionpetltionipetitionspetitions-

givep
petltioni-

glve
,

givesglvegivep testimony to faethe constantconstant-
need

constant-
needneedneed of Ih. closer source of profes-
sional

profes-
sional

profesprofes-¬-
sional , medical facilityfacUity andand-

personnel
and-

personnelpersonnelpersonnelII!
i


