
locs'OCS'OCS leasing schedule announced
Governor Bill SheffieldShemeld Issued-

the
Issued-

the
issued

the following statementSlatement on March
21 following the releasetcleaS by In-

terior
InIn-

terior
In-In¬-

terior Secretary PonPan ModelHodel of a-

proposed
aa-

proposedproposed five-yearfiveyearlive-yearlive-- oil and gas-

leasing
gasgas-

leasingleasing schedule for the outer-
continental

outerouter-
continentalcontinental shelf ;:

""TheThe State of Alaska will be-

examining
bebe-

examiningexamining the Secretary'sSecretarys'' pro-

posed
pro-

posed
propro-¬-

posed leasing scheduleschedulevery-.-veryvery.veryvery-

closely
.very-

closelyclosely before submitting com-

ments
com-

ments
comcom-*-

ments by the May 20th deadline .,.

An Initial reading of the docu-

me
docu-

mep
docudocu-¬-

memepment'!$ shows there'stheres' much at stake-
fot'Alaska

stakestake-

fotfotfot'AlaskafotAlaska' Alaska I10 this five-yearfiveyearfivc-yfivcy-- r pro-

gmm
pro-

gram
pro-pro-

gramgmm . No fewer than 1166 separate-
lease

sepamte-
lease

separatesepamte
lease sales , IncludingIncludmg allJIll fivefive-

'frontier''frontierfrontier '' sales planned by the In-

terior
InIn-

tenor
In-In*-

tenorterior under this schedule , are set-

for
setset-

forfor Alaska waters .

"""SeveralSeveral of ourpur concerns with-

the
withwith-

thethe currentcurrentleasangleasing schedule ap-

pear
apap-

pear
ap-ap¬-

pear totQ have been addressed by-

the
byby-

thethe Secretary . I am encouraged-

that
encouragedencouraged-

thatthat hebe is focusing on the poten-

tial
potenpoten-¬.-

tial of leasing smaller areas ,

ratherralher than thlthe(he! areawldeareawide systemsytem,

nnoww being employed .. As well ,,

it'sits' encouragingencoumglng to see a three-

year
three-

year
three-

year
three-three-

year hiatus between safessalessates in thethe-

same

the-

samesame area , rathermther thanthen the curren-
ttwoyear

currentcurren-
ttwoyeartwo-yeartwoyear--- cycle ,

""HoweverHowever"lioweverliowever , as I1 told Secretary-
Model

SecretarySecretary-
HodelHodelModel in Washington early this-

month
thisthis-

monthmonth , the state remains oppos-

ed
opposoppos-¬-'

ed to any leasing in Bristol Bay ..

TheTho new schedule proposes a sese-

cond
se-

cond
se-se¬-

cond lease sale in this most pro-

ductive
propro-prol-

Iuctivo
-¬-

ductivelIuctivo fisheryflshery in 1988 , as aa-

followup
a-

followupfollow-upfollowup- to the sale planned late

this year . We remain hopeful thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Department will see thethe-

wisdom
the-

wisdomwisdom of following the state'sstatesstate's-
lead

state's-
lead

''

lead In placing
'

a 10year-
moratorium

10-year10yearto-yeartotoyearm-

omtorium
--

moratoriummomtorium on leasing in thisthis-

area
this-

areaarea .

""OverallOverall , there appears to bebe-

some
be-

somosomesomo good news and badbadnewsnews-

for
newsnews-

forfor Alaskans in this schedulesehedule .. I-

encourage
1II-

encoumgeencourageencoumge public comment on the-

new
thethe-

newnew federal schedule ,, as it will be-

under
bebe-

underunder review by the statestato in thethe-

next
the-

nextnext twotWQ months.. "


