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of

taste-

ofof the future
By UndaLinda Lonf.JenkinsLonfJenkinsLord.JenkinsLordJenkinsLonf.Jenkins-
Tundra

Lord.Jenkins-
Tundra

..

Tundra Times EditorEditor-
The

Editor-
TheThe first of a series of over.

view hearings on the effects ofof-
the

of-
thethe Alaska Native ' Claims Settle-SettleSettle-
ment

Settle-
ment

-
ment Act is two weeksweeks awayaway butbut-
Thomas

but-
ThomasThomas Berger who isisConduc+\ConducConduc\ .

ting ,the hearings last week gotgot-
aa taste of some of the sentimentssentiments-
hehe might find .

Berger spoke to , a group ofof-
about

of-
aboutabout 3S35 people 1ittendingattending thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Bilingual MulticulturalMulticultural-
Education

Multicultural-
EducationEducation Conference in An .

chorage last week to explainexplain-
the

explain-
thethe purpose and goals of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Native, Review Commis-CommisConunisCommis-
sion

-

sion ., ,. The ANRC was commIscommisscommiss-

stoned

.

sIonedstoned by the Inuit Circumpolar

Conference to detenninedetermine howhow-
Alaska

how-
AlaskaAlaska Natives .feelfeel. abQutabout. thethe-
Land

the-
LandLand Claims Act . .

Berger told the group that hehe-
will

he-
willwill visit more than 35 yillagesvillagesyillages-

to
villages-

toto hold hearings lastiriglasting '-up
u-p'-up
u-p' toto-

three
to-

threethree days each to discuss thethe-
feelings

the-
feelingsfeelings of villagers .aboutabout'about.' thethe-
claims

the-
claimsclaims .

When asked how he wouldwould-
select

would-
selectselect Villages to visit BergerBerger-
explaIned

Berger-
explainedexplaIned he wa.twatwas. talking toto-
many

to-
manymany groups including the Na .

tive Regional profit and non-nonnon-
profit

non-
profit

-

profit corporations 35as
, well ,

asas-

Un

as-

UnitedUnUnitedted Tribes of Alaska , AlasAlas-Alas-

ka

.-

ka Federation of Native andand-
othenep

and-
bthenepresentativeothenepbthenepresentativeresen tative-groupstativegroups-groups .,

(Continued on PagePage Seven )



BergBergerr gets a
;

taste of what'swhats' to come
(Continued from PdgePage One )

"Don'tDont"Don'tDont" ' just talktalk0\00\o the Re-ReRe-
gionals

Re -

gionals , " one man told him .,

"IfIf" you work with tthe
!

e corpora .

tlonstions they give the sasanee kind ofof-
bias

of-
biasbias . They will say goo to thisthis-
village

,

,

village and you'llyoull' getgetage a differ-differdifferSdiffer-
ent

differS-
ent

-

ent kind orstoryofstory . " ;

Berger responded ' that "II"I-
may

"I-
may

"
may look dumb but I wasn'twasntwasn't-
born

wasn't-
born

'
born yesterday . NobotlyNobody is pull .

ing the wool overovermy\mymy\my eyes
:

. ., . Others are to me

,

not to go ju5just to the IRA vil-vilvil-

lages
vil -

lages and the IiTAtJT villages .,

We have somsome idea ofofwhat'swhat'swhatswhat's-
going

what's-
going

'
going on here ,and are tryingtrying0\00toto-
go

\ 0-
gogo down the middle .", "

One woman who said sheshe-
was

she-
waswas from Southeast Alaska ,

told Berger that "FromFrom" the be .

ginning when western uttulesculturescultures-
landed

uttules-
landedlanded , the Claims Act should

,. haveRightsActbeen the Land RighRightststs-
Act "'Act:

"TheThe" corporations really don'tdontdon't-
speak

'

peakspeak for tIus .,
" she added andandadad .

vised him not to forget NativesNatives-

living

Natives-

livingliving in urban Alaska whowho-
often

who-
oftenoften are left out of the bene-benebene-
fits

-

fits of the regional non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-
corporations

nonprofit-
corporations

-

corporations as well as thethe-
non.profits

the-
nonprofitsnon.profitsnonprofitsnon-profitsnonprofits.- operating in urbanurban-
areas

urban-
areasareas ., "

Another man told Berger thatthat-
the

that-
thethe "LandLand" Claims Act passedpassed-
but

passed-
butbut there is no provision forfor-

people
for-

peoplepeople who want to be them .

selves and just exist.. ll1eThe dollardollar-
system

dollar-
systemsystem is not ours . Our systemsystem-
isis the renewable resource . "

Berger told one questionerquestioner-
that

questioner-
thatthat Wshis report will be writtenwritten-
without

written-
withoutwithout interference from any .

one but the final outcome ofof-
wht

of-
whatwhtwhat:) happens to it is up to thethe-
ICC

the-
ICCICC .

\

"II" hope to say 'here'sheres' ' wherewhere-
Alaska

where-
AlaskaAlaska Natives want to go andand-

here
and-

herehere are my recommendationsrecommendations-
onon how to get there .,

'

"II"IfIf" f they don'tdont' likelike my reportreport-
they

report-
theythey can say it was a mistake .

IIff they like it they can say it'sitsit's-
a

'

a good job .,
"

Berger earlier in the dayday-
held

day-
heldheld a press conference to all-allan-anall-
swer

an-

swer

-

swer questions on his two-yeartwoyeartwoyear-
study's

twoyear-
study's

-

study'sstudys' methods andand announcedannounced-
hehe will go to Emmonak onon-

Feb

on-

FebFeb . 20 and Tununak on Feb .

23 .,

Each hearing will last threethree-

days

three-

daysdays and he hopes people from

surroundingsurrounding villages will attend :,

Following the hearings , threethree-
weeks

three-
weeksweeks ofofoverviewoverview hearings onon-
land

on-
landland claims in Alaska , the Lower
48 and the world will be held .

Berger'sBergers' study is being paidpaid-
for

paid-
forfor in part by the ICC and thethe-
World

the-
WorldWorld CouncilCouncilofCouncilCouncilofof IndigenousIndigenous-
Peoples

Indigenous-
PeoplesPeoples and he said ICC isis-

sttkillg
is-

seekingsttkillgseeking ullttlothiti IlIlJlltyIllulley .

When asked if IceICC had soughtsought-
money

sought-
moneymoney from the Regional Cor-CorCor-
porations

Cor-
porations

--
porations ., he said they hadhad-
lent

had-
lentlent "supportsupport" " to the studystudy-
but

study-
butbut hedgedhedgedonon answering if ac-acac-

tual
ac-

tual
--

tual funding had come from thethe-
Regionals

the-
RegionalsRegionals .,


