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NSB wins wetLand permit fight
'The AssOciated PressPress-

The
Press-

TheThe ArmyAnn )" ' Corps of Engi-EngiEngi-

neers
-

neers has agreed not to llseuse itsits-
new

its-
newnew nationwide wetlands reg-regreg-

ulatory
reg-

ulatory
--

ulatory pennitspermits in the Arctic .,

North Slope Borough MayorMayor-

Eugene
Mayor-

EugeneEugene Brower said Friday .

Brower said the boroughborough-
and

borough-
andand the corps reached an out-outout-
of

out-
ofcourt

-

ofofcourtof-courtofcourt-courtcourt-- settlement on the bor-borbor-
ough's

bor-
ough's

--
ough'soughs' suit filedfried against thethe-
corps

the-
corpscorps 'afterafter' it adopted the newnew-
approach

new-
approachapproach . Brower andand.envi.ronand'envirom'enviromenvirom'envirom-
mental

'.envi.ron-envi.ron.envi.ronenviron. .envi.ro-
nmental

. -

mental groups considered thethe-
new

the-
newnew ' approach a threat to envlrenvir-envirenvir-
omnental

.-

omnental safeguards on wetlandwetland-
development

wetland-
developmentdevelopment..

Brower said that under'tennsundertennsunder'tenns-
of

under '
tenustenus-

ofof the settlementsettlement , the newnew per.

masmitss proVIded for 10to Section 404404-
of

404-
ofof the Clean Water Act wouhwoukwouk-
not

..

not apply for activities on thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic coastal plain of the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope .

"TheThe" agreement that we ne-nene-
g

ne.-

g2.tiatedg2tiatedg,.tiated with the Corps of En .

ggiteersieers fully supports and jusjut .

tifies the basic arguments we'vewevewe've-
maintained

we've-
maintained

'
maintained from the start ,"
Brower said ., "WeWe" told themthem-
that

them-
thatthat their new pennitspermits , issuedissued-
by

issued-
byby Washington bureaucrats withwith-
little

with-
littlelittle or no knowledge of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic ., wouldn'twouldnt' work up here :. "'

The borough suit., filed InIn-

January
in-

JanuaryJanuary , was part of a broaqerbroaderbroaqer-
'challenge

broader-
challenge'challengechallenge' by environmentalenvironmental-
groups

environmental-
groupsgroups objecting to regulation

changes 10to the ClemClean: Water Act .

The lawSUit targeted changeschanges-
that

changes-
thatthat would allow tfethe} corpscorps-
to

corps-
toto issue blanket wetlands perper-per-
mits

.-

mits ., and it asserted that thethe-
new

the-
newnew Tegulattonsregulations totally elimina.

ted the( lie standard ptmlitpermit reore-rereo-

view
re-

view
-

view process for oil and gasgas-
activities

gas-
activitiesactivities on wetlands .

In effect . Brower said , thethe-
thanges

the-
changesthangeschanges would have permit-permitpermit-
ted

permit-
ted

-

ted development on about 7070-
percent

70-
percentpercent of the wetlands on thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope withwithoutut the borebor-bor-bore-

ough
bor-

oughough,. state or federal agenciesagencies-
given

agencies-
givengiven an opportunity to reviewreview-
any

review-
anyany 3applicationsplications or request anyany-
.specific

any-
.specific.specificspecific. m1mnIl1entalenvironmental safesafe-safe-
guards

.-

guards .,


