Commis_siqner_
Lauds Nixon's
Statement

. President’s. Nixon’s: special.
message to the Congre_ss on In-
dian Affairs is a *‘positive and
historic statement that should do
much to give the Indian people
lives: of dngmty and self-deter-
mination;”” Commissioner of: In-
dian Affairs:Louis R. Bruce’ sald h
. Commissioner Bruve said' the
President; in his message oﬁ]uly ;

8 ensured that steps. will be ta-
ken to increase Indjan - control

‘o Indian®affairs while reaffirm-
ing and strengthening the histor- .
ic Tegal and moral obligations of
the federal government. =

% am especially pleased by
‘the President’s support for anti-

' termination: legislation, for crea-
tion. of’ an' Assistant: Secretary
vfor Indian: and’ Territorial | Af-
fairs' in/the Department of the
Interior and for the proposal to'
establish an independent Indian
Trust Council Authority to pro-'
tc t,lndlan lands held in‘ fedéral

Bmce said, addmg AL
President Ni




Statement.. .
(Coritinuad from page 1)
these proposals can do much.to_
‘give us a.‘new national pohcy
and to ‘strengthen’ the Indian’s
sense of autonomy : without:
threatenmg his sense of _com-|
munity.’

“The ;Bureau of’: lndlan Af-
. in support: 'of  this: policy. i§ e-:
wvolving new plans better to meet
needs of the Indian people.. -
. “We are transforming the Bu-.
reau of Indian Affairs form a
management to.a servnce organ-
ization.

““We are reaffi rmmg the trust
\status of Indian land.

“We are’ providing the tribes
with ‘the option of taking over:
any: or all: BIA. program furic-
tions. |
i “Certamly, these ate posmve
steps, 'long ' overdue, ard:
<building, > ‘respectable i lifefor.
‘the American | Jli e
. “President Nqun
himself to this end. |

“1 am proud tosjoin ,Iu i
his efforts so-that our.ideasand
planis of the future may. become:

near, future




