TRAINING OF HEAD STA

.Bemg Cenducted at Anchor ge Commumty' Qollege

“ This- week another unique -

class began at ‘Anchorage Com-

munity College. Native Alaskans
““who will be teaching Head Start -
“classesin villages from Barrow to .
«‘Angoon’ arrived to participate in._
/ the” second. of ‘two (2) four--

week  training ' courses, “which

will prepare. them ;as Head Start

; teachers and aides,

The: Office ‘of Chll‘(vi‘DeVel tg— :

ment, -Department of ‘Heal

" Education and Welfare granted
‘and teacher aides will have par-
ticipated. in the tralmng this

< ‘summer,

" the funds to'an unusual consor-

tium composed -of the Alaska’

.'Methodist University, University
of  Alaska, Greater Anchorage
‘Area: Community Action ‘Agen-

_-cy,’ Rural ‘Alaska Community
Action’ Program, Inc., and the :
Greater Falrbanks Head Start

. Association to. provide training -
courses: for the ‘Head Start tea-

chers and aides. .
‘At a time ‘when budget cuts

are bemg made for this type of
program’ everywhere else in the

‘United States, ‘the. three ‘Com-

munity Action‘Agencies, which

employ the Head Start teachers,
and’ the two:Universities, which
‘have hlstoncally competed Yor

‘the admxmstratlon of the grant -
-funds, combined. their efforts,

planned’ the .entire program to-

gether and were: successful in,

receiving the grant.

Jast year’s grant.  The Office of

.Child Development ‘was justifia-:
‘bly- impressed, as we' are, with
.the high degree. of inter-agency

cooperation and planning which
‘have gone into this program.
* Over: 100 Head Start teachers

‘All Head Start staff members
.who ' have 'never. had previous

‘Head Start' experience. afe be-
ing training: at Anchorage Com
‘munity College in a specml four-
‘week course to prepare them to*

teach Head Start programs.. ..
The experienced ;Head Start

 personniel areattending regular.
college ‘courses at either the Ala-

ska' Methodist Umverslty or at
the Umversnty of Alaska in Fmr-
banks. .

While the combmed program
is ‘available to ‘Anchorage:and

Fairbanks Head. Starts, almost

.

This grant is 33% Targer than'

90% of the ‘tramees are from're-.

. mote rural villages ‘and will lbe/.
employed. by the RurAL CAP ae]

Head Start Programs.

"One of the. pnnclpal objec-
tives of this program is for the
Native. ‘Alaskan” to- ‘obtain the
necessary college credits so that

- they 'may be licensed and ' even-

,tually employed within the exist- .

"'ing state school system. 9l
‘Al the courses at Anchorage

"Community’ College, Alaska Me- - o

‘thodist, University; and the Uni-
‘versity . of “Alaska carry -regular
college credit ‘which can be'.ap-
plied towards a degree.

/The: members of the consor-
uum (Jesse Kinard, Director of -
Head Start, Greater Anchorage’
Area Community Action.Head
Start Association; Betty Scamon
Director. of Child Development,
Rural‘Alaska Community Action
Program, Inc.; Ingrid Eaton, Dir-
ector of Head Start Greater Fair-
banks Head Start Association;
:Rose Barqu;st Director of Head:
Start” Supplemenfary * Training,
Alaska Methodist University :and"
Margaret Connet, Head Start Re-
gional Training Officer, Univer-
‘sity’‘of Alaska) report that they
.. are coordinating their efforts on

this program as well -as future
_ plans with. the Department of
. Education and the State Operat-
ed Schools so. that courses and
credits offered under:Head Start
training are ‘also’ acceptsd: and
interchangable with training pro-
grams being offered by the De-
partment of Education and‘the
State Operated Schools::
The. training. programs-being
. carried out at the three campuses: -
are ‘unusual in- several respects—
-this is the first ‘time five state-
wide agencies have applied fora
single grant .together; the pro-
gram  provides college credit for
Native Alaskans.many: of whom.
do not have high'schaol degrees;
*and this cooperauon produced
an. increase . in’ funds’ for badly
needed  Alaskan programs at a
time -when. other states-are re-
ceiving budget cuts.
This- program. will 'not only
provide training this' summer - -
“prior to the school year, but also
provide the funds for v1tally im-
portant regional training sessions
next. fall and spring which will
_“benefit the d:sadvantaged‘ chll-‘

dren-of the entire State of Ala~ )
| ska'by-improving the quality of
. their local Head Start Programs. -
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