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Seward Youth Centef

The Seward Youth Center is
really on the move, according to
Betsy Wakelee, Program Devel-
opment Specialist.  With a well-
qualified staff of: two, the ‘pro-
grams and activities offered this’
summer ‘are the most'varied and '

* exciting of all those offered over
the . past two years of the pro-
gram’s existence. -

The Center  Director. - Miss
Pam Himsworth, is a fairly re- -
cent arrival to Alaska and is very .
good in leading such activites as .
guitar lessons, folk singing, crafts
and-drama.

Julius = Pleasant, ' ongma_lly
from Nome, is the, Récreation
Director and is responsible: for
outdoor sports program includ-
ing baseball, basketball, football .
and volleyball

Other activities include week:
'ly ping | pong tournaments, sew-
ing classes, a chess club, bowlmg
league, swimming, picnics, and
arts and crafts, including lapi-
dary work, jewelry-making,
painting and making modern,

artistic objects from. scrap. ma-
terial of all sizes and shapes.

Daily ' attendence at the Cen-
ter averages about 50-75, with
more pamcnpatmg at specnal e-
vents.

Besxdesplaymg hard, the teens
have also had to work Hard. The
building now housing the: Cen-
ter used to be a-variety store 50
the inside had to be completely
re-done. -

The shelves were taken down,
the walls ‘were painted, ‘the
plumbing was fixed .and new
steps going down.to the base-
ment are near completion.

While the teens did most of
the: work, many local citizens -
contributed their time and do-
nated supplies and the ‘Alaska
Skill Center helped with tools-
and technical assitance. - ' :

. The ‘teens. have .also been
working with local organizations
by “manning -the .concession
_stands: and_ sponsoring ‘aces for
.the July 4th festivities and will
do the same for: the famed Sal-
mon Derby in August.

. According to OEO guidelines,
. the program in the past has been

Istrictly. a .summer program, but
the guidelines have 1 now changed.
Effectlve January 1, l971

i Youth Development Programs»

will be on'a year-round basis.
‘Programs’ are ‘to:be designed
to' directly attack: the problems

of 'young:'people between the

ages of '14.-and’25 and provnde'
activities which give youth in-

“creased . skllls and self-direction.
. and help prépare them for regu-

lar employmenLcondmons
- This includes, but is not. li-
mned to, such. activities as edu-
cation, employment nelghbor-
hood, develOpment and econom:.
ic enterprise development.
Another Program -Account
provides for recreation activities

~to. the poor on a:summer’ or.

a'year-round basis. i

These  activities - are distinct
from . those 'listéd 'above 'since .
there ‘are no age restrictionsand:.
programs may 'be - devoted. ex-
clusively  to recreatlonal actM-‘
ties,

Programs may be funded un-
der one ‘or both -of these Pro-
gram Accounts



