
Land Transfer Delays Will Be Explored I
Interior Department
''Maladministration1Maladministration1'MaladministrationMaladministration' is blamedblamed-
forfor Conveyance DelaysDelaysR-

epRep . JohnJphn F . SieberiingSieberling , Democrat of Ohio , has anan-

nounced
an-

nounced
an-an¬-

nounced that the House Committee on Interior and InsularInsular-
Affairswill

Insular-
AffairswillAffairswill conduct oversight hearings to explore delaysdelays-
inin conveying land to Alaska Natives ., SieberiingSieberling , chainnan-
of

chairmanchainnanchairman-
ofof the Subcommittee on Federal Oversight of AlaskaAlaska-
Lands

Alaska-
LandsLands , said his panel will hold an open hearing on thethe-
subject

the-
subjectsubject on JulyJuIy 21 in Washington ,. D.CDC. .

Referring to the Alaska Native OaimsQaimsClaims Settlement ActAct-
of

Act-
ofof 1971 which provided for delivery of more than 40 mil-

lion
mil-

lion
milmil-¬-

lion acres of publicpubli land to Alaska Natives , ''sieberling-
stated

Siebcriing'sieberlingsieberlingSieberingSiebering-
statedstated that ""nownow , .,.almostalmost six years later ,. very littleJittle :' landland-
was

land-
waswas transferred to Alaska Natives . I believe that we mustmust-
make

must-
make

'
make a serious effort to determinedetennine why this is so , and toto-

speed
to-

speedspeed things up .
n"n-

SieberlingSieberiingSieberling noted that a recent report of the AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian Policy Review Commission blamedblamedumaladminis""maladminis-
tration

umaladminis-
tration

"maladminismaladminisumaladminis-umaladminis"maladminis--¬-
tration *"* in the Department of Interior for holding upup-

transfer
up-

transfertransfer of lands to the Native groups . He said the sub-

committee
subsub-sub-

committee
-¬-

committee would be interested in findingfmdirtgfmding out the reasonsreasons-
for

reasons-
forfor the delays and to determinedetennine what can be done to elimi-
nate

elimi-
nate

elimielimi-elimi-elimi¬--
nate further delays .

John BorbridgeDorbridge , Jr . , a Native leader prominent for hishis-

efforts
his-

effortsefforts to secure passage of the settlement act , indicatedindicated-
that

indicated-
thatthat he was highlyhigh1y pleased with the concern demonstrateddemonstrated-
byby the Congress in this critical matter . '"'TheThe"The Alaska NativeNative-
Claims

Native-
QaimsClaimsQaims Settlement Act was enacted with the purpose of rere-

solving
re-

solving
re-re-¬-

solving with finality the torlong-standinglongstandingIOlJg-standingIOlJgg-standinggstanding--- aboriginal landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims of the Alaska Natives ," he said .

Borbridge , president of the Sealaska Corporation , Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-Ju--

neau , added , ""ThisThis has not happened . This issue of con-
veyance

con-
veyance

concon-¬-

veyance of title is vital to all Natives and vital to Alaska . II-

am
I-

amam pleased that , as a commissioner Of the American InIn-

dian
In-

dian
In-In¬-

dian Policy Review Commission , I was instrumental in obob-

taining
ob-

taining
ob-ob¬-

taining inclusion of the recommendations for acceleratingaccelerating-
thethe current low rate of land title conveyance under thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement act.. "
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)Sieberling's
J)

! ;
' Sieberling'sSieberlings' .,.subcommitteesubcommittee Isls)s currentlycurrenUy holding hear-

Trigs
hearhear-hearheari-

ngs :--¬
ingsTrigs on a numbernumberofof bills which woUld implementimplement'anotherimplementanother'anotheranotherp-
rovision

'"

provision
, of ; the settlement actactct bytiy designating

,"

''public-

lands
'public-

lands
public'public

lands InI Alaska ..tototo be national parks , national forests , nana-

tional
na-

tional
na-na¬-

tional wildlife ,.. rctrefugesieswild.andieswildand," + ,, wildwild.andwildand,,,.. and scenic riversrivetslivers ' and wi1dwilder-
ness

wilder-wilderr=-
: ness arareasareasas *. ,. He jaldsaid

,
that a number of witnesses have sUess-

e4
stress-

ed
stresssUess-sUessstress-¬-

ede4 that' rallufailurefailureof' ofor ' the governmentgovetJ1ment tofo transfer promisedpromised-
land

promised-
overall'resolutionland ';jo'tototo '"Natives'Natives"Natives ",viiwaswas an obstacle toto'thebverall'resotutiontothebverallresotutionto'thebverall'resotution-

of

'thetoverall'resolutionoverallresolutionthentheno-f
,: >verall- '' resolution

of questions rraised1sed by these billsbUts .

BorbridgeDorbridge concludedconcludedI*.)
-""II--I-

commendcommend chairmanchainnan Sieber-

ling
Sieber-

ling
Sieber-

ling
Sieber-Sieber-

ling and the CongCongress''essess for this " explicit demonstration ofof-

its
of-

itsits concern that allaU NNativesNativesreceivetlvestlvesreceive,//receivereceive\receive\ .what.what ,was promised ,
in a fair time frameframerframerUnder,; Under the Alaska Native ClaimsOairns'Sett-
1e

Oairns'Set-Oairns'SetOairnsSet' Set-

tlenent
Set-

tlernent
Set-Set-

t1etlernenttlenent{ ent Act.. I amsinam delighted with this clear ..indicationindication.indication-

that
indication-

thatthatthat my work on the American Indian Policy Review Com-
mission

Com-
mission

ComCom-¬-
mission is already bearing fruitfruit/fruit,/.""'


