Mala to head health, social services

by Alexandra J. McClanahan
Tundra Tinws pubdisher

Ciov.-elect Walter J. Hickel an-
nounced six appoimtments over the last
wieek, including naming an Alaska
MNative — Dr. Ted Mals — 1o his
cahinet,

Mala, the University of Alaskn pro-
fessar who pioneered the imernational
Institute  for Circumpolar Health
Studies und htmod open the U.S.-
Soviet border through medical ex-
changes, has been asked to serve as
commssioner of the Depariment of

Health and Social Services.

Uther appomtments announced in a

series of three press conferences
include:

~*John Sandor, a professional
forester and public administrator from
Juneau, named commissioner of the

nment of Environmental Conser-
vation. Sandor was the regional
forester for the U.S. Forest Service in
Aluska from 1976 to 1984, He is cur-
rently executive director of the
Alliance for Juneau's Future

continued on page ning




* Hickel appointees

CONImued . from page one

*Lloyd Hames, a business executive
from Sitke, mamed commissioner of
the Depurtment of Corrections. Humes
currently owns and manages retal
stores in both Sika and Keichikan

eMillett Keller, a dita processing
spocialist, numed commissioner ol the
Departinent of Administration

eShelby  Swstny, @n accountant,
mamed  diregtor of  the (ifice of
Management und Fudger

oVivien Hamilwn, lormer news
wiler and currently corporte Com
munications manager and
spokeswoman for the Alaska Rislromd
t"ntr.. named press secretary,

Maln 1s the director and Tounder of
the Circumpolar Institute at the
University of Aluska Anchomge An
Inupiat, Mala s the son of Alaskn's
first Native movie star Ruy Mala (in
the 19%05) and o Russian imaigrant.
Gialing Liss Mala. The Aluskan side
of the funuly s Trom Bucklamd i
Northwest Alisska.

Hickel s he beheves Mala's vears
of ellorts o enconrage Arciic nutimns

particulurly the Umied Stutes and
the Soviet Umon — 1o cooperate on
health issues will serve om well im s
riew ol

He alsor spd Mals will bring the
Sl element” iy the depactiment

Askeul at i press vomference whithe
he woulid encourage new research in
health assues, Mala said, ""We've
researched ourselves w deuth, ™"

Miila sand he believes much research

has been done and that the answers o
muny problems ure “siting on a lo
of shelves™ in published studies. He
will work tward eliminuting duplica
tion of services amd  encouraging
cooperation between state and federal
agencies, us well us Alaska Native cor-
porations, he said.

Although he dechined W answer

specific guestions  about  abortion,
Mila suid Hidkel would md have
selected lum hsd he oot shared

Hickel's anti-abartion views

Ax Tor his successor at the Circum
pusbiar Institute, Mals said he e xpected
thiat an scting director would be ap
poimied shortly

Mali, w0 1980 graduate of the Hur
vand School of Public Healih. reveived
i medical  degree from  the
Autonemmons Umversiy o Gioadaly
fira, Mexico, and npbachelor of aris
e phadosophy Feome DePaul Upryersd
iy i Chicagd

Mala began s public health coreer
i dhie Dt 1950 as o specil assistang
for health alfmirs bor the Aluska
Federation of Natives



