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Fairview seeks
new services
to aid drunks

by Helly F. Reimer
Tumdrs Thues reporter

Fuirview residents say although they
have opposed having a *'sleep-off™”
center in their area, they favor open-
ing a center where Anchorage drunks
get services that will eventually help
them become more productive
members of the community.

That center may become a reality,
il plans proposed by the Fairview
Community Council are approved by
the Anchorage Assembly.

The solution to Anchorage’'s streel
incbriate and homeless problem is a
task which all community members
must work on together, nccording to
the Fairview Community Council.

The buttle owver who to take care
of Anchorage’s street has been
the topic of controversy for guite some
time, and according to Celeste Ben-
son, president of the Fairview Com-
munity Council, it's not over yet.

Problems arose nr.irllr three years
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ago when the mayor orderd an
emergency sleep-off center 1w be
established us the result of an intoa-
icnted man's denth. The mun fell
asleep and froze o death in downiown
Anchorge

The center wies built in the Fairview
area close w downlown near the
Brother Fruncis Shelter and Bean's
Cafe for the homeless. Neither the
shelter nor Bean's allows inebriates
maide

The Fairview community didn’t like
the ides of having the sleep-off center
— officially called the Diagnosti
Screentng Center — in their
neighborhood because they questioned
its effectiveness 1o help inehrates. So,
they tried getting it moved by saying
that having it there was breaking the
roning code in the area.

The sleep-ofl conter wis operating
under a federal emergency grant, and
currently it's being funded by the
Mumnicipality of Anchormge,

Numerous meetings angd hearings
have been held o discuss ways to find
dosalutiony oo get it moved or buld
unother facility nearby .

The center was classified as
hospital Tacthty over a month ago.
Zomng codes do not allow such a
fadility, so the center was ordered o
be shut down af the end of December,

Bran Saylor, planming manager for
the vity Departmient of Health and

Human Services, sald the Anchorage
Agsembly and DHHS determined that
the Fairview area is the most ap-
proprte location for the new cemter

He said the center is currently in o
B-1 zone, und the area, in order 1o in-
clude the fucility, will have to change
to @ Public Lands and Institutions
zone. The PLI ordinance will then be
revised 10 include o [cility specifically
[or inebriates.

The proposed new facility will be
liscated across the street from Brother
Francis Shelter and Bean's Cafe and
Is expected 1 cont between $3 and $4
midhion dollars,

Dr. Ruy Dexter, admimnistrator  the
Sulvation Army’s Clitheroe Center,
saitd he is gladl the Fairview Commumn-
ly Couneil has finally recognized the
facility has to be in that particular area.

The Salvation Army currently
nunages the existing sleep-off center.

Miﬁuugh Déxter and Beoson wanl
the inebrintey to ultimately seek treat-
ment, Dexter sard o multi-purpose
fcility as the one propased, isn't the
answer

Diexier sand the Clhitheroe Center has
hith detox and trestment centers, bul
b siidd they are separite and 6 10 70
percent of the detoxing patients wind
up seekmg reatment after the detox
INE Process.

Drexter satd it will defeat the purpose
W the Facility comibines sleep-off beds,
while people are trying (o detoxify and
yet others are bemng  trested  for
aleoholism,

“How 15 slegp-off relited to treat-
memt?”" he wsked.

Dexter suld he proposed o similor
facility three yeurs ago, but it was
struck down under the same coir-
cumstances and the zoming wusn't
changed.

Fairview  Community  Council's
Henson sawl the problem could be
solved il the whole city got mvolved
She said this bs not just Fairview's pro-
blem, but everybody s problem. She
sid these people just hang out i Far
view because it"s close to downtown

She said the reason why the facility
v going o be mult-functional s
hecause just having a sleep-ofT center
“recycles’ the drunks,

“1ojust won't accept a sleep-ofl
center,”” Benson said i an inlerview
last wieck

A sleepooll center asn't good
enough. We always wait until the lust
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minute o do something, and we wind
up justapplying u Band-Ajd, " she sail
phout the on-going inebrinte problem
i Anchorage amd the man who frore
o death.

The facility will be o multi-purpose
dwelling, and she stressed the facili
ty's purpose won'l be just to sober
people up, 1t would give inehriotes g
chance o get out of their predicument
by providing treatment and possibly
¢ven helping sober individuals seek
cmployment

“'We do not think a sleep-oft center
is the way o take care of this pro
hlem, " she swid.

Although Benson and DPexier
dhisagree on just how the fncility should
be structured, they both feel strongly
that people must be provided services
to prevent anyone from freczing 1o
deuth,



