Cinematographer Tom Sigel, left, works on an airplane scene for the movie " Salmonberries’’ with Direcior Rercy Adlon

in Korrebue. Story, page eleven,
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Aleut actress gets break in Adlon movie

by John Ureed and Susan Andrews
L hukahl L sinipus Lilvessls af Adosks Fabrbainks

KOTZEBUE Every year n
January. many Aleuts of weatherbeaten
Southwest Alasion disguise themeselves
i masks and costumes and tred from
hiise 10 hoose, dancing o accordion
miisie, 1o see whethor ther nelghbogs
cun identdy thes.

Crrounded an thas tradinon since
childhod, Aleut Jane Lind still dons
costumes, but odiny s on stage
before thimsamnds — and wimorrow, on
the silver screen betore millions,

“We are a people of dance and
storvielling,”" she sid. **We came
fronm that place of ceremony, from that
place of ritual, which to e, perfor-
mance is all abour. "’

Jane Burbara Lind, born one of
seven children in a sod bt on her
futher's trapping grounds in Hump
hack Bay, left her Aleul roots ai a
young age i the lite 1960y for for
mal theatncal trminimg in New York
Cuty, Over the ensuing years. Lind’s
crediis have grown steadily as she hos
ucted, directed, sung and danced
aicids the United Stites and BEurope

I January, for eximple, she bogins
stigre rehearsals in London for “"Black
Elk Speaks,” o which she will co-star
with David Carrondine

Miwt recently  though Find sl
sin weeks on the set of “*Salimonber
nes,' o 53 mullion Hollywood film
directed by Percy Adlon and shot in
Kotzebue wmd Berlin, “*Salmonber
fren” stars well known Conadinn coun
iry singer k.d, lang in her Bilm debut
and Rosel Zech, o lamous Germun
stge and television actress

For Lind, this biggest break to dute

i suppoTing ruc i " Salmonber
ried”" opposite Chuck Connors
conmes, romcally, in her home state
of Alaska

“Pumovery lucky,"” smid Lind with
the calm, sophisticated demeunor of
g b ciy avtress. Sumultaneously
though, the Aleut s brown eves tust
over os she resists o Heeting desire o
raise her fists i chaldhke ecstocy
ped lowtune ad shoit * Yahoo! " imto

i hoime anel see e antrals, wlk Wt
the elders, watch the ehildren Tuugh

Back home, Lind grew up tradi
tonally, when hving ofl the loamd
et sumpdy living ofl the Land. Ty
those days the lilesivlie of Alaska’s
tribid Munters amnd gatherers did nol
evole the same mystigue that much of
the smodern workd adoms i with iy

Ul Lanad fonmaly honted | frshed ad
gathered from the lakes, Lind and seq
tor poreshment i an crs when a sl
shp deliversd madl and supplies just
unee a month o thewr renie village

Lind s oldest sister, Virgimia Aleck
i mother of three who remains in the
minily s Aleut homeland and sull
hints, traps and Lives off the land,
recalls sister June’s bent for seting
from mn carly nge.

“"When she was o lintle girl, she was
always pulling Kuls m from the village
gnd dressing them up in costumes
dancing and twirling hersell,” said
Aleck, who bives in Chignik Lake

Lind's own strongest  childhood
memorics retrace that Aleut masking
ritual, which combines Alaska Native
sprritiality wath that of the Russian
Onrthodiox colomists

The Alewts belive thit musks anil
disguises contim b spacit that migh
arter the body of wearers do pot wash
thewr  taves aller an evenng o
charpctenizuiion. Today, Lind tekes
oll her mokeup unmedmiely  olter
every performang

“You must wish you Tnce or a span
will stick o you, " Lind s, " 'Somie
wetors who don’t do that have o pro
Blem of thewr stage character interfer
ring with their own psyche. ™

In "“Salmonberres,  thowgh, Lind's
riske dives, in Loct, meld with her own
E;f-j-'chv because she plays an Alnska

ative  charucler whose  Inupiag
Eskimo lincage closely parallels her
own feul-lhe Aleut heritage

Lind plays Neoayak, meaning

seagull i Inupiag. who s marmed
o o Caucasin named Hingo Chuck
(played by Connors), o trader and
wiinonmizer who i years past b
troveled the wvilloges surroindimg

'John Wayne killed us in more ways

than one,’ said Lind, récallng

how

with slbﬁngs she would cheer on the

cowboys

erns shown in
would say,

st the Indians in West-

village. ‘My father

H-

mmm?rr

the treeless horizon surrounding oy,
windswept Kotzebue

“"Yes, | am lucky, but | must say,
| worked very hard for my break, "
Lind adds, her mouth full of brillian
white teeth contrasting with straight,
almost blue-black hair that  flows
across her shoulders and down 1o her
winiel

Spontaneously, she whisks the con
stderable weight of her mane into o
lemporary pony wil. A single silves
star earring dangles from her lefi
enrlobe.

Lind scans Kotzebue Sound, frozen
for weeks now, the low November sun
splashing but n few reddened rays
ncross the white landscape and onto
the modest hills in the middle distance
1!.!1ch she sots her gaze

CActing gives me no similar feel
ing elsewhere in life — only when |

Ratzebue

“I love my churacter because she
has n vastness, from very sweel 10
very wild, " she sad. “"But ['m play
ing people very close to me ™

This scares Lmgd, [or feur of
stercotyping her own people after
Hollywood has  portrayed Native
Americans for decades as either no
hie savages or harbaric warriors

“lohn Wayne killed us in more
wiys than one,"" sad Lind, recalling
how with siblings she would cheer on
the cowboys agminst the Indians in
Weuterns shown in their village. "My
futher would say, "What are you
doing?” ™"

No ethnie group has been  s0
maligned for so long by Hollywood as
have Nutive Americans, though a new
trend — notably Adlon’s " Salmon
beerries”” and Kevin Costner's recenl

'‘SALMONBERRIES’

ielenne, " Dances With Wolves™ i
crerging o present Native Anmercuns
e an Pass aichence more accurately

a0 the burden of  avolding
soteolypos now  dalls o upeand
Comming Malive slch ab Janc
Lamd

But Lind's Inupiug character, said
k.. lang, s one of o highly educated
wioman  irying o becoie e
clducated noa remide area

here s & comtrast there il breaks
i Lol I||i‘ \I{‘lcult}'pl."- ol MNutive
woples, " lang sad. ""This movie, |
wlieve, 4.Ii.hmlrhr shows a respeat or
Nutive culture, but doesn't glordy o
The drector = rying ws be very
realistic. ™’

MR VTS

Aleut actress Jane Lind plavi

Director Adlon scoured the country
casting this film in his quest (o
realism, including looking for Lind's
character.

“1 was searching for a beautiful
young Eskimo-looking woman with
charm, passion and who was b good
ncress to play Noayak,'” he said, " We
saw many, many faces,”

During sudittons in Seattle, no one
suited Adlon’s vision until he roceived
i@ FAX of Lind's photograph from
New York. It was an image that so in
trigued him she was flown peross the

“Nowiveek ' in

cointey . Lamd  landed  the  parl
imunediately

During fddming i kolzebue
thnaith, Land's depth as u st
ity hiodcapped ber work on
‘Salmonbernes.  WILh her st net o
progect fooa hive mndience, she over
whelmied the subtke demands of th
camers’s miore intimile eye

It was hacd work Tor both of us

Because she wis nol an experenced
camerm actor, Adlon said. O
meeds o ot ol koowledge  und
understanding of what the cunera
demands .’

When he's uh{-:'-.'llllg on the s
Adlon shides to amnd fro around e

ALl %S

cummers, hus hadCaoon glasses peiched

“"Salmonberries.

halfway down his nose. O this day,
Connors, Lind and others have heen
re-taking the same scene all ufternoon

Adlon pores over hus senpt, then
scuns the set for details, his gentle
European elegance an anomaly in an
American business where many direc
s ramd

In between shooting, Connors and
Lind want patiently with the other ac-
tars fur the props people (o armange the
set. Connors rises (o strefch his 6-foor,

colinue] (MY [ige wealve
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Filming in Kotzebue offers challenges

by John Crecd
and Susan Andrews
Chnbkehl Csimgaim, Uiibvirsbis
il Almaka Falibonks

KROTZEBULR A holicoptes
WP Wil s Front  Streel,
clise 1o the whate [rozen earth
pleed 1o the side, s doors open, a
meeion i ta lens shooling senl
s ol s dsodared hnLl,'lh'.ln.L
Eskimo setiflement 30 miles above
the Arctic Cirele tn Northwesl
"lll-ll'l"'.a‘l

“*That's our crew,” smd Aleul
wictress June Limd, hey squimied eyes
follewmg the Chopper until it slides
it wl sighil

Hollywoss] copnes o Kotzebue

Liwal residems watch siogne /5
Low Angeles types overtake the
Pscal il this Bull, setting up i
cotrnmand post on the frest oor and
Filling foomes normally empty alle)
the sumumer ourst seisdon

he moviemakers  desoembed
upeey this mile-long permalrosied
village lor about sax weeks unlil
el - N e e ) 1 film

Sabimnberries o Tl |l.'||;|.'l||
Hhodby somsal poninvdis st in koo e e
i Berlin. To tmdsh hlbning, ekl
o vrew  members then [1|"-'h s
L e nems

"Slmonbernies
b relese mexd Tall

Pharing lowald Frlming. i wias cisy
fin spmH thie wysabors aronmid fown in
thear shiny new, oveErsiZed e
biads and atwan $1.000 wonh of
Paitagdoimu pear Foom bead o oe, o
ribbing by i makestil vehoeles
s e with nwivie Ui

i '.".|ujn Eitrchuie!

sl b

PBevause of the oanme,”” sand
wiler ahrector Perey Adlon, o
S5 oveat-old  Gevmgin Tlmindker

who eredted doeens of Jdocumen
Laries B dore cppose g oneer 1o fewid ne

¢'Salmonberries’

contimumd o gt @l oy
S nch trnme. He dominates hs sur
roundings, his disheveled whie hur,
siubibly beard (which he grew fur the
movie and hates), wool pants, flannel
shirt, vest and suspenders resembling
many of the cnisty old while guys whio
have hived i predomimantly Native
kotzebue lor decades
Connors looks down ar Lined, his
hoge, light-blue eyes ma hall-futherly,
halt-sensual Store
“Uhd T pause long enoughalter thid
line for you?”" he whispers. Lind
panses herself, then noxds, appreciating
the velerin netor's concerm
She's very good, " sud Connors
of T the set, w69 -year-old chon smoker
and former professional athiete whi
prew up in New York City and 15 best

known [lor the series, “'The
Riflermun,”” in the early days of
relevision

lane is  totally New York

sophisticated — o very brght woman,
viery polishied. This picture should be
n break for hor, af il turns out o be
o hittle gem. With hier tlents and gwsd
Lok, she should do really well. B
wi for her potential in the movies, 1'd
vy that’s in the lap of the gods

I Adiem and Connors assistied ©ined
with. her transition from stage 1o
soreen, Lind hersell coached Tellow
Matives in *Salmonberries”” who hial
bitile or noexperience in the Business

‘Muore thun anyone cle, Jane really
it i at ease, " sald Oscur Kiwag ey
S, a doctoral cundidine wt the Univer

aftifiued on page louriaesn

il

Apparently, a lew years ogo
Adlon nohced Kotzebue on an
Alska nuip, reminding him o
August von Koteebue, a 19th cen
tury Geroun playwright

Then, more recently Adlon met
couniry  singer kel lang, who
simnichow trgeered o moagical con
pection i Kotzehue i his imind

After Uying nowth carher this yean
to check out the settng, Adlon
relurned m Hull:l.'urmlil. wiole the
CSulmonberries™ senpl, chose lang
1 coestar s o character nommed
“Kotzehue," and deécided o Tilm
o docation o be prue (o0 the
place. "’

In “*Salmgonbernies, " ko lang
plays Koz, a hall-white, half In
uptng  orphan searching Jor her
oy, who mweets o mivddie L1|L.:I-.'u1
Crermman waonan (played by Creerman
aviress Resel Zech) who witnessed
actmmgedy. av the Berlin Wall 20
years  belore amd  rmn away Lo
Reibeebuie i an afteinpt o for el B
Faviv s

I Addhom purposely set s best
kononwn Blm. “"Hapdad Cule,” i
Cahifornin™s Mohive  Desent
biccase of 0s harsh, barren on
vironiment. then Rotsebog s stk
Arctie desert landseape  doesn
aire il s Jarlewchicd

1 hike oummmal lasdscapes,
Adlom sabdd. “The warrith ol the
desert has onny ol dhe  same
clements us the cold of the A’

Shooting  on location 1o
Kotzehue, though, prescoted novel
challenges. For anstance,  Adlon
wtruge bed (0 schive up enough focul
faves ds extras, making media ples
for local talent in an otherwise
fercely competibive industry . The
(ilmmiaker faced other crises, bxo,

coilinwed on page [Hurison
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Direvtor Perey Adlon Nseity 1o soundtrack as sound mover Jose Aravie looks on
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e Nature is top star

continusd Hom paps 1welve

sugh gs nesding huncreds of jars of
salmonbernes moa bad vear for the
AU Crop and - eyupmeind
tutlure

Vhei, afier weeks ol relutively
balmy weather for this extreme
ierthern e, the Hingd weekend
ol Db found cast and crew bul
tered by o wwphcally hierce three-day
vretie blvzzard that roared through
i om - mph winds and blinding
s, creating pocd visabality and
cumbrersonme deltls

Despite a wind chall loctor of
manns S0 degrees, the Hollywood
Lok went ahead and ser up a mock
testival oul on the ce, |1|i-l||ihli||!:
gormie Lowads (oo wondder how authen
e siich a seene wonld be when
most Arcilie reswdents sty inside
cdiaring such weather

Alter Bllbung on these harsh
days, the wrared players woulid
Pl Dok tor thie il o sevak i Bt
Fuat bes

"Mature is Lhe star nunber one
here.  sand Zech, the Gernman ac
fess ““Here, the first thing 15 you
MUl survive, bey
sipompe "

Novertheless, Adiom was elited
o caplure exactly what he wanted
e B Eroan thee stoemn b ol

[ bovves this Kbnd o westher, ' thae

lredtor sand with g sadgslied snile
thye ivormeng after the wimnds sub
shided andd ocal Brlming erided

I ovow've  seen iy ol f-beat

Hapibiod Cule,” vou might under
donil Adtlon’s gquest for thi fangciful,
il VA PTUTIT

ST PRl 1% %is

ulls mature s

e Actress Lind

Comliruad Weem pag e 1eebitn

Aty o Hreosh Colueibig, who plavs
Land s Dothwr e the maovie

“She d crowk jokes on the set wiwl
Fal rebiin,” " sidd Kawagley. a Yupik
Fkarno bronn Bethel, "1 really belped
It b ek ooy part

George Barnl, 57, a Thogn
prpmally trom, Juscau, read for s
part o Seattle and a short nme Later
bl himsell on 4 mavie sét in
kitzebue

Fhe director ust 1old me 10 be
mysell, " smd Barnl, sho plays the
shertll of Kotzebue . Adter he still fely
decquate, Barril approached Lind for
ficlp

"1 haed never met un Alasks Malive
whis was in the business,”” he sond
“She worked with me [or about four
hours one night. 1 told her 1 was real
Iy gratelul.”

Lind has worked wih  fellow
Matives before in Alaska, For an
stunce., in 1988 she directed univers:-
ty students in Bethel in a production
cilled “Spinit in AN Things."” She'd
like i return hoine permuanently some
duy 10 develop Native theater in
Aluska

1 want to pln the dream of the
drrmus and legendy that are alive — but
they ' te buried alive — in my people, ™
Lind smd

Meanwhile, " Salmonberries’" plots
a new course for Hollywood feature
films on Alasks oy ot explores Alaska
Native and Western culture using the
ARE-0 o, universal themne of the hurman
seprch for identity

“Percy Adlon s nol glonfying
Natives by any means, but he's not de
glorifying us cither, " sl Lind, *"He
might not succeed in this movie, bul
the sttempt is geouine, And ve a
strange feeling he'll do it.™

John Creed and Susan Andrews are
jenernalizm professers af Chikehi Ced
lege, a branch campus in Kotzebiie of
the University of Alaska Fairbanks,

NWET OVCT humin exislence, i
refreshing ol nsky deparmure from
mainstrewin. Hollywood lare

Al uny rate, Adlon admits 1o
linited knowledge of Aluskn Native
peoples, depending imstead on his
ousider’s poinl of view o el o
credible story

‘This is just
another variation
on the theme of the
human condition.'
—Percy Adlon

UCuliures are not so different
around the world, " he saad. **This
5 just another varation on the
theme of the hiinan condition. 1'm
ot belling an inider Native cultural
story . m telhing the story of o Cler
miln wonnan g hiow she sees this
worlld, (s through her eves ™"

ol Creed o Nuvan Ardrens
powrtaliam professors  al
Chukedy College. o biranch CAP RN
i Kewzebue of the Umivensity of
Alciskar Fartryenky
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