


* Class develops bonds of friendship

ponkinued from page ona

"It takes thiemn a licte time o get ad-
justed 1o our routine and 1o get to know
cach other and the instructors,”” saud
Sgt. 1at Class Kevin Knowlton, chief
instrector at the Alaska Noncommis-
sioned Officers Academy,

“There's such a big difference by
the end of the ¢lass. Graduation day

- that's our payday. '’

While most of the studemts didn't
know each other before the course
started, bonds of friendship guickly
formed.

“From the time | first came here,
before 1'd eat every meal 1'd pruy that
our whole «lass would pass the
course, ' sald Spec. John Nagasiak
from Bethel. '] prayed that we'd all
praduate together, "’

The course is deliberately designed
o push the students, force them to
maike decisions and subject them w the
sume kKinds of stress and hardship they
woilld face i o real battle or other
EMErgency

With so much 1o accomplish in twio
weeks, there's not much time fos
sleep. By the end of the course, both
students and instructors admitted 1o
Iahgue

“One time | was wking a test,”
Nugasink recalled, “and | realized that

| wis somehow sleepimg ind taking the
test ul the same time. But | passed o
AnNYWIY.

A fiehd exercise was held the second
week, with studends and instructors
Camping out in temperatures ot o
below rero for most of the three days
and two mghts.

Fhe first mght, aler setting up
camp, the students watched und waited
for an ambush they had been warned
o expect,

"1t was almost hike real war, but |
wisn't really scared because | knew
what was going (o happen, " Magasiak
said. *'Later we walked into o surprise
ambush — now thar felt real!™

Magasink said he would recommend
the PLDC course to other Guard
members once he got back home to
Bethel.

It was a pretty dam good course, ™
he said. 1 learned how to really listen
10 people when they talk, and | learned
0 be i control, how 1o give orders

“I'm glad I came here beenuse the
Ciuard needs leaders, and someday il
be our wrm (o ke over

Spt. Richard Seals of Anchorage
won two awards during the Primary
Leadership Development Course
graduation, He was the Distinguished
Honor Graduate and the Comiman
dant's Inupection Asward winner

Spec. Enc Hanvon of Wasilla was
named the Honor Graduate, and Staff
Sgt. Cus Johnson of Manokotak won
the Leadership Awarnd

Also gradunting were: Sinff Sgt.

Horace Akeyn and Sgi. Harlan
Kingeekuk (Savoonga). Swll Sgt
[eving Oozeva, Sgt. Morgan Apatik
ancd Sgt. Dale Tungiyan (Gambell);
Set. Melvin Agwiak (Emmonak); Sgt
Sumeon  Angniak  (Tununak), Sgi
George Black and Spec. Charlic An
drew { Napakink); !"-'.Et, Lucille Charles
(Kovuk), Sgt. Earl Esmnilka (Kaltag),
Sut. Faul Rodriguez (Wasilla), Sgi
Chrstopher N Mark (Quinhagak],
Spec. Carlion Bell and Spec. Max
Green (Hooper Bay); Spec. Gifford
Berry, Spec. Peter Makar and Spex

John Nagasink (Bethel); Spec. James
Cragle (Unslakleet),  Spec

Christopher Henry and Spec. Timothy
Snowball (Sicbbins). Spec, Timothy
Henry and Spec. Luke Tunutmisak
(Scammon Bay), amd Spec. Denmis
Tommy (Togink)
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Among those perticipating in the treiming — and weaving fo people back home

are, above, from left, Spec. John Nagasiak, Spec. Timothy Henry, Sgr. 5
mieon Angaiok, Spec. Peter Makar, Sgr. Chris N. Mark, Spec. Gifford Bern
Spt. George Black and Spec. Luke Tunurmoak. Av lefr, Sgr. Lucille Charles
of Keoyuk, the only female graduate of the clasy, asky o guesieon dwnng cloxs
Below, Spec. Timothy Snowball grabs a towel from hes locker before heading
ter the shower




