Passing on culture is a responsibility

v Charklotte A, Siverh
foor e Tunadrm Thekes

ILNEAL Fhe binchan culture
owbay s bl cultore of our ancestiongs
and the sompes of Our anvestors, S0 we
st hodior that 10 s our henitage
wiy s e Hagen ol Juneasu " Hul wi
alsir hiave the respomsibility of passing
o culture o owr chddeen, and our
chinkdren will have to Pass 1 i thieis
k |I|||.iF1.‘||

Hugen atemled Uelebrmnm "N af
Centenmwl Hall e Juneaa st May
atd wirs Toghly anspired by whit she
% the simgting, e dancing. the
sharing amd the anily

Her insparation ed ber fo Toand
“The People s Traveling Theatrical
Company,  whwh will honor  the
cithtare oF ey arcestors and
ackiow fed g that Mulive peaple loklay
sl ke up whene thear ancestors lefl
ikl

We imust sing iwew songs, dance
Bew daides and sperak g new Languope
(o ablom The colture e develop s
it il betore o was I|:|||.'1I|I|‘II-.'11

P v this,  Magen says, e
st et o Childgen fiest. This es the
wiy i was. Mothers need to be i
villved  owith thear chilillren. The
Pabince Beeds o e Brosegdd back

Childeen by shon Jasten 1o e
preafee ey, Ehwerelsy dom b DisTem o e s
il Frargnty oot comnrol amd don i
Brivvw Dok
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Wi B (hey lost o

Hapgen belhwves control was lost
when the collure was interrupted by
the Evropean calture

I parents doo e pegain com ol

et chitldren will never know  theu
potential.  Parents must Tirst see
themselves as the L.'t.||]‘||'lh'_' khe LT

Higgen s cotmmitied 1o workirmz with
children and thewr mothers

“Muothers are the st educators ol
the chald, and that s o place of homos
When thie ks done, the whole Gamly
will berpe B, then the whole commiim
iy, ardd fimally, the workd. We canmot
selile tor “domesie engineers wi
latest g btk B rnodhe b

Hupen ok the vision that was
mounting in ber hean o o Baha'y
sathering of Natve bebievers and the
Haha't administranve bidies presont
wilbes met v Juncid ino August o
Jisciss ways W0 develop thtir com
parbies i Southesst

I'hist mieeting gave ot v her vi
ok U peoming perforiminces mow in
lude @ cincun top through Aldashki,
Canuda and the United Stanes

Hagen has been working diligenily
with the Tormation ol The People's
Fraveling Theatneal Company

‘We must sing new
songs, dance new
dances and speak
a new language —
to allow the cul-
ture to develop as
it did before it
was interrupted.’
—Jeri Hagen

Recently, o small troupe visited the
“Skookum Jun Center lor youth i
Whitehorse, Yokon Terriory, amd
shiivred soane songs and gave mstno
tonal elisses on how e make new
"robes ol power,”” which s then
sigrmal o begin ther new culture
She shoared with them aod with
Auidents al e Carmiacks and Pelly
Crossing sohoods. She informed them
il st for theom 1o sing thatr new
T
A ving  wavnin amd  her Baby
chistghter have sige nwwved s Jiieiu
e Lake i bisdeic om on U Baven's
Pl Weanving Projeor o the Alaski
Stale Museum
Habert Milton al Juneat ban com
pumscd three Thngit songs and gave by
Dlessangs 0 the group fouse them. The
three somps reflect both the spirs ol
P Desiisiee o wiloure amdd 1he 1o I""F"‘
of the Baha'i Faub
His Hirst song, the " "Unity Song ™
UMEeH the F'I,‘llrllt" fii jinar huwiads 1y oy
Whit Milton calls o nontraditronal
love somg, " Froon the Fist time | saw
v, was mspered by the love he felt
for s new doughter s burth, but also
redliects love fromn ene tribal group to
unither, one commuiily o amther
il ovie o o ool e
His thind sone validates Magen's
wiwds that ““the songs are oul there
the dunces are oul there, we only necd
tov Tiod thern, ™ Clalled the " T rasiton
Song, it rngs the ancient words of
the forelathers whenever they were 10
repest something o amponance
“Listen oo us, listen o us
I wails of the ancient chant thal
reflects mowrmimg and saclness, 1o by
sung by an elder who shall remove the
old cloak of the past Trom o clhald
It will then break suddenly it the
happy gales of children's |loughter
who therehy have been given permis
sion to develop their new culture
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Milton has been composing the
sofips for several years. The Unity
Song was sung wl Celebration "0 hy
the New Generatuwon Singers, i group
of young Children under the direction
ol Roger Sheakley dnd s mother
Anita Latlerty, both of Jungau

"W nre leiwving a precious culture
hehnd, with the understanding thit we
bve to miwe on, " Milton sad

Hagen's sirong  motivation 15 1o
shore with the world o way of love she
it b periend ol Bier Bile thaonaght was losy
lorever She alwavs Knew her Life had
B purpose, bul miever knew whial thal
wias until Celebration. "

Fler hife ook many paths, but it wll
came together fog her then. She sces
er viswon amd 15 working (o curry 1
Ll

Those who want more information
oy cull A6 3661 i Juncaw; or write
Fhe People's Trveling Theatrical
Conpany , Box 20775, Juneay D980}




