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passing on culture is a responsibility
by charlotte A siverlydiverlsiverl
for thehe tundra times

JUNEAU the indian culture
today is the culture otof our ancestors
and the songs of our ancestors so we
must honor that it is our heritage
sayssdysadys jenjeri hagen of juneau but we
also have the responsibility otof passing
our culture to our children and our
children will have to pass it on to their
children

hagen attended celebration 90 at
centennialC entennial hall in juneau last may
and was highly inspired by what she
sawsak the singing the dancing the
sharing and the unity

her inspiration led her to found
the people s traveling theatrical

company which will honor the
culture otof her ancestors and also
acknowledge that native people today
must pick up where their ancestors left
oft

we must sing new songs dance
new dances and speak a new language

to allow the culture to develop as
it did before it was interrupted

foto do this hagen says we
must put our children first this is the
way it was mothers need to be in
alvedvolvcdolved with their children the
balance needs to hebe brought back

children today dondont t listen to then
parentsparent thereby don t listen to other
people parents lost control and dondont t

know how to regain it they don t

know how they lost control
hagen believes control was lost

when the culture was interrupted by
the european culture

if parents do not regain control
their children will never know their
potential parents must first see
themselves as the example she says

hagen is committed to working with
children and their mothers

mothers arcare the first educators otof
the child and that is a place otof honor
when that isis done the whole family
will benefit then the whole communicommini
lyty and finally the world we cannot
settle for domestic engineers we
must go back to motherhood

hagen took the vision that was
mounting inin her heart to a bahabahai i

gathering of native believers and the
baha i administrative bodies present
who met inin juneau inin august to
discuss ways to develop their com-
munitiesmuniIn ties in southeast

that meeting gave root to her vi
sionion upcoming performances now in
eludeclude a circuit trip through alaska
canada and the united states

hagen has been working diligently
with the formation of the peoplepeoples s
traveling theatrical company
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Recenrecentlyfly a small troupe visited the
Skooskookumkurn jim center for youth inin

whitehorse yukon territory and
shared some songs and gave instrucinstruct
tionaldional classes on how to make new

robes of power which isis their
signal to begin their new culture

she shared with them and with
students at the carmacksCar macks and pelly
crossing schools she informed them
it was time for them to sing their new
songs

A young woman and her baby
daughter have since moved to juneau
to take up instruction on the raven s

failrail weaving project at the alaska
state museum

robert milton of juneauofjuneau has com-
posed three tlingit songs and gave his
blessings to the group to use them the
three songs reflect both the spirits otof
the indian culture and the teachings
of the bahabahai i faith

his first song the unity song
urges the people to join hands inin unity

what milton calls a nontraditional
love song from the first time I1 saw
you was inspired by the love he felt
torfor his new daughters birth but also
reflects love from one tribal group to
another one community to another
and one nation to another

his third song validates hagen s

words that the songs are out there
the dances are out there we only need
to find them called the transition
song it rings the ancient words of
the forefathers whenever they were to
repeat something of importance

listen to us listen to us
it wails of the ancient chant that

reflects mourning and sadness to be
sung by an elder who shall remove the
old cloak of the past from a child

it will then break suddenly into the
happy galesgates of childrens laughter
who thereby have been given permisbermis
sion to develop their new culture

milton has been composing the
songs for several years the unity
song was sung at celebration 90 by
the new generation singers a group
of young children under the direction
of roger sheakley and his mother
anita lafferty both of juneau

we are leaving a precious culture
behind with the understanding that we
have to move on milton said

hagen s strong motivation isis to
share with the world a way of love she
torfor a period of her life thought was lost
forever she always knew her life had
a purpose but never knew what that
was until celebration 90

hertier life took many paths but it all
came together for her then she sees
her vision and isis working to carry it
out

those who want more information
may call 4633661463 3661 in juneau or write
the peoples traveling theatrical
company box 20775 juneau 99802


