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santa claus starts early in rural alaska
santa claus begins his yearly trip

around the state this week bring
ing toys and holiday cheer to
children inin many rural alaskan
villages

instead oan open air sled san
ta will be flying in warm first class
comfort aboard U S air force and
alaska national guard planes

santa will visit kodiak and dill
ingham on tuesday and mcgrath
two days later thanks to a joint ef
fort of the salvation army and the
alaska national guard

salvation army volunteers col
lectedlecter and wrapped thousands of
gifts for boys and girls of all age
groups and the alaska guard isis
providing transportation to 24
villages

in a separate program the USU S

air forceforces s 17th tactical airlift
squadron will make its 24th annual
goodwill flight to arctic village
deidec 10

after being greeted at the airstrip
by the vilvillageslagesss 125 residents san
tdta and his helpers will travel by dog
sled to the local school for a
whitefishwhitelishwhi telish and caribou feast before
handing out individually selected
gifts to the children and presenting
fresh produce and a new washing
machine to the entire village
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