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The Alaska Federation ofof-
Natives

of-
NativesNatives are tapping a resourceresource-
that

resource-
thatthat may be the key to thethe-
future

the-
futurefuture of AlakmAlaskan$ : Natives .

Over 50SO juulorjunior and seniorsenior-
high

senior-
highhigh schoolschoolstudentstudentsstudents fromfrom-
each

from-

eacheach of Alaska'sAlaskas' school dis .

trictstracts , regional and non.prontnonprontnonprofitnonprofit-
corporations

non.pront-
corporations

.

corporations have been broughtbrought-
toto Anchorage to attend a three .

day youth conference .

In her opening remarks AFNAFN-

I

AFN-
President

AFN-

PresidentPresident Janie Leask said manymany-
people

many-
people

I

people across the state wantedwanted-
toto know what the AlaskanAlaskan-
Native

Alaskan-
NativeNative youth thought aboutabout-
education

about-
educationeducation and other social is .

sues .

At Alaska Pacific University'sUniversitysUniversity's-
Atwood

University's-
Atwood

'
Atwood Center Leask told thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents , "TheThe" results of thisthis-

f

this-
conference

this-
conference

f conference are not going to bebe-
lost

be-
lostlost..

tt"ttSheShe added that villagesvillages-

and
villages-

andand regional corporations alongalong-
with

along-
withIalongIwithwithstatestate and federal agenciesagencies-
also

agencies-
alsoalso want to know what thethe-
students. students are thinking .,

"There'sTheres" ' a lot of people whowho-
want

who-
wantwant to know what youryour-
thoughts

your-
thoughtsthoughts are ;,"' she satdsaid .

To record the studentstudent inputinput-
and

input-
andand thoughts , each student isis-

expected
is-

expectedexpected to actively participateparticipate-
inin small group discussions withwithawith-
"Facilitator

with-
"Facilitator

a

"FacilitatorFacilitator" '". moderating the dlsdisdis-

cussion

.

cussion along with a tape reore-
ocorder

rere-

cordercorder
corderLeask

Leask emphasized the imporimpor-
lance

.

tancelance of the group discussions .

She said , "WhatWhat"" we'rewere' asking

you is to give us a commitcommit-
ment

.

ment to actively participateparticipate-
inin the small group discussions .,

"
TIleThe students also heard guestguest-

speakers
guest-

speakersspeakers discuss education , alco .

holism andandsuicidesuicide .

Sam KHoKito , Jr . who has servedserved-
asas 'pastpast' AFN president , andand-
chairman

and-
chairmanchairman , University of AlaskaAlaska-
Board

Alaska-
BoardBoard of Regent and StateState-
Department

State-
DepartmentDepartment of Education boardboard-
member

board-
membermember said when Native stu-stustu-
dents

stu-
dents

--
dents are expected to excellexcelexcell-
academic

)

academicacademicallyany they will .

As an example he said lastlast-

summer
last-

summersummer students from ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska enrolled in a seven.weeksevenweekseven-weeksevenweekseven.week-
honors

sevenweek-
honors

.-

honors program at the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

-.
sity of AaskaAlaska]

, Fairbanks andand-
tet

and-
testte\ttettest:\ resultresults showed they perper-per-
formed

.-

fomledformedfomledatat the ninth grade levellevel-
By

level-
ByBy the end ofofsevenseven weeks ,

the senior high schoolschoolstudentsstudentsstudents-
had

students-
hadhad made a two.and-a.halftwoanda.halftwo.andtwoanda.halfahalftwo-and-a-halftwoandahalf.- -- .- yearyear-
leap

year-
leapleap according to the testtest-
results

test-
resultsresults .,

"TheyThey" ( Native students )

achieved in a setting wherewhere-
they

where-
theythey were expected to , " KitoKito-
said

Kito-
saidsaid .

HeAle told the students how hehe-
felt

he-
feltfelt about education in generalgeneral-
among

general-
amongamong Alaska Natives .,

HI"II" believe the most impor-imporimpor-
tant

mpor -.
tant issue facmgfacing us is the qualityquality-
of

quality-
ofofo- f
ofeducati-

on

education .
U"UTIleTIlehe state hashas-

spent
has-

spentspent 32 percent of its budgetbudget-
onon education .

The students also heard aa-

panel
a-

panelpanel of three people speakspeak-
about

speak-
aboutabout health andandsocialsocial issuesissues-

with
issues-

withwith an ememphasisphasis on alcohol

abuse , suicide and home viovio-viovio-
lence

-.
lence .

Cook Inlet Native AssociaAssocia-Associa-
tion's

-.
tion'stions' Doug Modig said allall-

social
all-

socialsocial problems must be lookedlooked-
atat ififoneone problem is going to bebe-

studied
be-

studiedstudied . lie said If alcoholalcohol-
abuse

alcohol-
abuseabuse was going to be studied ,

home violenceviolencb should also bebe-

looked
be-

lookedlooked at .,

"WeWe" need 10to looklookat3tat thethe-
whole

the-
wholewhole . We can'tcant' look at mentalmental-
health

mental-
healthhealthhealthwithoutwithout looking at physi .

cal health ,.
"

Alice Abraham of the Yukon .

Kuskokwim lIealthhealth Corp ., reinrein-rein-
forced

.-

forced his statement by addingadding-
that

adding-
thatthat many suicides are relatedrelated-
to

related-
toto I1cohoJalcohol: .

.

Another panel member , JoanJoan-
flamiltonCannelos

Joan-
liamiltonflamilton-CannelosflamiltonCannelosliamilton -Cannelos of the RuralRural-
Alaska

Rural-
AlaskaAlaska Community Action ProPro-Pro-

gram

.-

gram ( RuraICAPRura1CAP ) a tributedtributed-
social

tributed-
socialsocial problems , such as alal-alal-

coholism

-.
coholism and suicide to thethe-
Natives'lost

the-
NativesNatives'lostNativeslostNatives ' lost sense of identity .

}lIamilton.CanneloslIamiltonCanneloslamilton .Cannelos said ., "OUfOUf"OurOur"OUf-

main
"Our-

main

"

main problem is we have a lostlost-
sense

lost-
sensesense of identity . We have anan-

Anglo.European
an-

AngloEuropeanAnglo.EuropeanAngloEuropeanAnglo-EuropeanAngloEuropean.- education InIn-

talking
In-

talkingtalking with the Elders. theythey-
think

they-
thinkthinkthinkwewe don'tdont' know whowho-
we

who-
we ""we are .

Modig told how a part ofof-
that

of-
thatthat sense of identity havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen losllostlosl-
He

lost-
HeHe said , "ThroughoutThroughout" historyhistory-

we've

history-
we'vewe'veweve' lost that ability to taketake-
care

take-
carecare of 'ourselfourself' because ofof-
forced

of-
forcedforced acculturation . Before , wewe-
had

we-
hadhad a good relationship withwith-
the

with-
thethe land ."

lie laidsaid! a large part of NativeNative-
land

Native-
landland has been taken awayaway-
which

away-
whichwhich has lead to the dependepen-depen-
dance

-.
dance upon another culture'lculturelculture'sculturesculture's-
way

''
way .

"OurOur" whole systemysteJt1 has beenbeen-
undermined

been-
underminedundermined . 111atThat brings stressstress-
to

stress-
toto thetime community .. Where it'sitsit's-
going

it's-
going

'

going to get better is withwith-
the

with-
thethe younyoung people . We needneed-
hel

need-
helphelhelpp from the young people .,

II"I-
Ilielie said the younger generagenera-genera-

tion

.-

tion would have to identifyidentify-
problems

identify-
problemsproblems , then findfindsolutionssolutionssolutions-
fie

solutions-
liefielie emphasiledemphasized the importanceimportance-
ofof the three-daythreeday-- conference .

"ThisThis" is a preparation for thethe-
day

the-
dayday you will be addressing thethe-
problems

the-
problemsproblems at hand ,.

"
In preparation for their leadlead-lead-

ership
.-

ership roles , HamiltonCannelohamilton-CanneloshamiltonCanneloshamiltonCannelos-
said

Hamilton -CanneloCannelo-

said the students had to developdevelop-
aa positive attitude about them .

selves and Natives in general. .

"WeWe" need to change ourour-
attitude

our-
attitudeattitude We'reWere' not hopelehopelesshopeless-
Natives

ss-

NativesNatives . You have to have aa-

better
a-

betterbetter perspective RememberRemember-
wewe were here first . 11usThis is ourour-
land

our-
landland .

II"
IIWh
WhWhilele HamiltonHanulton.CannclusHanultonCannclus. Cannelos saidsaid-

a

aldald-
aa poslIivepositive atattitudetHude had to bebe-
developed

be-
developeddeveloped in the NattveNative yuuthyouth .,
Reggie Joule told how the

J44-

NorthwestNonhweltNorthwest! Arctic Native AssoAsso-AssoAsso-

ciation
-.

c1ationciation ( NANA ) has an existingexisting-
program

existing-
programprogram 10to retain the pride andand-
sense

and-
sensesense of identity among allall-
Inupiat

all-

InupiatsInupiatInupiats .

First he told how he himhim-hi-
mself

.-

self developed his sense ofof-
identity

of-
identityidentity .

"II" found my Native awareaware-aware-
ness

.-

nelsness! through Native games . They-
reflect

TheyThey-
reflectreflect the skillskillandand disciplinediscipline-
for

.

foriforsurvival..
" i.

Joule told the students thatthatIthat-
while

that-
while

I

while sense of identity isis-

important
is-

importantimportant ., an education is equalequal-equal-
ly

.-

ly important ,.

"WeWe" need you andandwewe needneed-
you

need-
youyou to get an education . . .

to learn how to read andandwritewrite .

But at the lamesame! time we needneed-
youyou to get that ensesense of pridepride-
thatthat made our people survive ,.

""

TIleThe Elders taughttaughtuch\uchuchsuchuchvaLuessuchvalues'\ vaLuesvalues-

as
f.

aas lhanngsharing! , hard work , coopercooper-cooper-
ation

.- t.
ation , and humility ,. When thethe-
EldersElderlElders! were the teachcrlteachers! , thothosethose-
values

ee-

valuevaluevalues had different meanings ,.

People didn'tdidnt' brag aboutabout-
aClomplishment

about-
accomplishmentaClomplishmentaccomplishment.: ActActions10nl:. pokespokespoke-
for

poke-
forfor themselves

themselves"It
"ItIt" wawas letting thosesihoses d\lngsdlngsbungsbungs-

that
dlngs-

thJt
\

thJtthat } ounu were foodood at peakspeakspeak-

for
') ,

forforhenti\hentihenti\theniseltichc .;) ,
. leILet omeunesomeone)omeunejomeune-

ehc
j

'

ehcelse do the bragging , "
J


