
stevens charges BIA
not building schools

w
during fiscal year 1978 bud-

get hearings for the bureau of
indian affairs ted stevens
ranking republican on the in-
terior appropriations subcom-
mittee questioned bureau
handling of school construction
projects in alaska stevens
remarked the bureau has a
backlog of about 400 millionminion
for needed school construction
yet every year we receive a prior-
ity list six months later thedie
priorities change and the bureau
submits reprogramming requests
we are still waiting for the
bureau to spend money approp-
riated for alaska six years ago

stevens directed the BIA to
submit quarterly reports to the
committee on obligation of
construction funds to allow for
greater congressional oversight
in this area the senator also
requested that he be supplied

with a report of the bureaus
capability to assist in six
alaskan schools which were
transferee from BIAB I1 A to local
control last july the schools
are kotzebue kiana emmonak
hopper bay kalskagKal skag lower
kalskagKal skag and mountain village
stevens said in the long run
there will be a substantial sav-
ings to the federal government
if the school transfer to local
and state support ifig effective
and I1 feel that it would be a
good investment to provide
some funds to ease this tran
sitionaition period

other areas covered during
the hearings included replace
ment of the north star III111

which provides supplies to coast
al villages on an annual basis
phase II11if construction of a fish
hatchery in metlakatlameflakatlaMetlakatla and
erosion problems at venetia and
emmonak


