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boatsaterequired16 feet andandlandllonger! longer areateal-
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CoatG'lardCoatG'tardrequired by the U.SUS., . ' CoakCoatCoat$

G'lardGlardG'tardGtard'' , to carry onleooree wearablewearable-
personal

wearable-
personalpersonalpersonal flotation devicededeviceice for eacjieaceacheach-
personperson 6n60bn board , plus oneone-
throwable

one-
throwablethrowable device per boat'boat' .. ll-
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Boats less than 16j
* 6 . feet in1;hh-

lengthlength and allllllcanoescanoes andandnd kayakskayaks-
must

kayaks-
mustmust carry-carrycarryeither-. either a 'earableearable'wearable ororor-
throwable,', ,persoqonthrowablethrowj\blethrowjble\ devicedevi e for eachch personpersoqpersori ,

.onboardon board ., \I
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The throwable devicedevice hasha ,

been a must since OctOOC . 1I , 1973 .

There are only two ithrowablethrowableIhrowablethrowable-
devices

Ihrowable-
devicesdevices approvedapproveCl by 'thetheIthe' Coast .,

Guard . TheyTJley are thetM;; buoyant '

cushion and the ring tyuoyluoyuoy . NeiNei-Nei-
thcr

Nei-
ther

¬-

therthcr arearc designed to bebcwornbeworn, worn .

CoastCoasl,, GuardGu rd boardingboar ing offioffi-offi-
ccrs

offi-
cers
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cersccrs have reportedre orted manymany casescases-
where

cases-
wherewhere a person is foundfountlfountlwearingfoundwearingwearingwearingIwearing-
a
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a buoyant cushioncusruon onon-'hison-his:'hishis'
his back .

This can be deadly . jj-

ItIt is importantimpimportantrtant tqttcitcirealizerealizerealize-

that
realize-

thatthat when a person erttersenters thethe-
water

the-
waterwater with ', 3a buoyant cushioncushion-
strapped

cushion-
strappedstrapped to his back , the cushcush-cush-
ion

cush-
ion

¬-

ion then becomes a killer ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan a life saver .

SinceSin e all the flotationflotationmatematemate-mate-
rial

mate-
rial

¬-

rial is located on the back andand-
none

and-
nonenone in frontfrortt , the person will bebbe-
forced

,

forced to float face down .
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Howeverflowevertlowever , there is a safe wayway-

to

way-

toto wear a buoyant cushion if thethe-
need

the-
needneed should arise . Place bothboth-
arms

both-
armsarms through the straps and hughug-
the

hug-
thethe cushion . Since , the throwablethrowable-

jj' device is designed for throwingthrowing-
toto a person already in the water ,

it must always be immediatelyimmediately-
available

immediately-
availableavailable .

For more information on howhow-
to

how-
toto-totobe.- be a safer boater , contactcontact-
your

contact-
youryour local Coast Guard unit , oror-
write

or-
writewrite to 'BoatingBoating' Safety Office ,

P.OPO. . Box 3-500035000- , Juneau , AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-

ka 99801..


