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Are Bristol
_
Bay SalmonSalmorS lmonlmon-

u
lII-

UU. S. Citizens ?
The recent action by the President ini declaringdeclaring-

Bdstol
declaring-

BristolBristolBdstol PayJayBay} an ', emergency disaster area hashas broughtbrought-
into

brought-
intointo focus on a nationwiden'atnat' onwid basis theth need.teedteed. for immediateimmediateimmediate-
action

immediate-
actionaction by our government . IfIfwewe are to head off thethe-
destruction

the-
destructiondestruction and extinction of yet another of our rapidlyrapidly-
dwindling

rapidly-
dwindlingdwindling resourcesresources our electedelectedrepresentativesrepresentatives had bestbest-
tune

best-
tunetune their ears to the voices of burour own Alaskan fisherfisher-fisher-
men

fisher-
men

¬-

men . Their cries ofofwarningwarning , and pleas for action havehave-
too

have-
tootoo long gone unheeded .

In thistl s era of the seventies , in this time of "instantinstant" "
shortages , one '

may be startled , but not totally surprisedsurprised-
toto pick up his paper and learn that another of his takentaken-
for

taken-
forfor granted , everyday needed food or energy resourcesresoUrces-
isis in dangerously short supply .

"It'sIts" '' the times , " he cries . "WhyWhy" didn'tdidnt' they see thistrustrus-
coming

this-
comingcoming and do somesometlsomethingtilingng 10 years ago? "

In the case of the Bristol Bay fishermen , they cancan-can-
not

can-
not

¬-

not be accused of blissful ignorance in watching theirtheir-
salmon

their-
salmonsalmon resources slowly droppingdr.opping. to the crisis level..

Then-ThenTheirThencries- cries for controls andandregulationsregulations are echoed byby-
their

.

their fathers and even grandfathers who fished thosethose-
waters

those-
waterswaters in theth , pre-conservationpreconservation- '30s/30s30s-

As
30s-

As
30s-

As /As early as the 19371937seasonseason , when ., AmericanAmerican-
fiShermen

American-
fishermenfishermen caught virtually no salmon , the JapaneseJapanese-
fleet

Japanese-
fleetfleet was reaping a record harvest.. Through1hrough: the use ofof-
gear

of-
geargear legal and illegal, in season and out , our AlaskanAlaskan-
salmon

Alaskan-
salmonsalmon were being "emigratedemigrated"emigratemigrat" ""' to Japan . Reports ofof-
Japanese

of-
JapaneseJapanese fishermen camping on shore , shooting caribou ,

trading whiskey to the Natives for supplies ,, andandotherotherother-
irresponsible

other-
irresponsible

'
irresponsible acts prompted the Americans to threatenthreaten-
toto arm their crews withwithriflesrifles and ammunition for the
1938 season .

All of this , plus proof of the operation of JapaneseJapanese-
floating

Japanese-
floatingfloating canneries in the area caused some governmentgovernment-
action

government-
actionactionaction to be taken . A Seattle-basedSeattlebasedSeattlebasedrepresentative- representative of thethe-
Japanese

the-
JapaneseJapanese fishing industry agreed that theirtheir fleet wouldwould-
abide

would-
abideabide by artan agreement originally made in 1935 .

AAscientificscientific study was embarkedemlarked? upon , and forfor-
three

for-
threethree years , under the auspices of thetIle United StatesStates-
Government

States-
GovernmentGovernment the Hakuroakuto Maru , a Japanese GovernmentGovernment-
ship

Government-
shipship , fished the Bristol Bay waters in a "scientificscientific" study "
of the salmon problem .

The result was the canning ofofseveralseveral hundredhundredcasescasescases-
of

cases-
ofof salmon , and new warnings from the American fisherfisher-fisherfisher-
men

fisher-
men

¬-

men that unless the. JapaneseJapanes.e. were excluded from thethe-
area

the-
areaarea , the Bristol Bay fisheries would be destroyed within
10 years . Remember , this was 35 years ago .

During a meeting of the Institute of Pacific RelaRela-Rela-
tions

Rela-
tions

¬-

tions at that time , a Japanese scientist isisallegedalleged to havehave-
remarked

have-
remarkedremarked to an American member :

"YouYou" evidently think those
'-

salmon
s-

almon
'-salmonbear'

salmon bearbear thethi! StarsStars-
and

'

and Stripes on their backs.1backs1backs ."',
.

Were thisthisstatementstatement to be posed to today'stodays' fisherfisher-fisher-
men

fisher-
men

¬-
! yourbanzaimen , I'mIm'' sure the responseresponC$ would be , "YouYou" , bet youryour

banzaiyourbanzaithey do !"
AreAl'eAle:' Bristol Bay

, salmon United States citizenscit ens?
I thinkthink so . "' .,' .,' .

OurOUf fishermen think so .

Now , if the Congress and administration canCan bebe-
made

11-

mademade to thinkthinksoso , the necessary legislation to close thetheIthe-
Bristol

the-
Bristol

I

Bristol Bay area to all but American fishermenf'lShermenflShermen' en must taketake-
priorityprioritypriori y as quicklyqUiSkiy as possiblepossi le . ;

D.G.ADG.ADGA., . .


