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GETTING READY FOR THE BIG EDUCATION MEETING atat-
Fairbanks

at-
FairbanksFairbanks July 16-171617- are at left , Gordon Jackson , vice presidentpresident-
for

president-
forfor Human Resources , Alaska Federation of Natives , Inc . andand-
Mitch

and-
MitchMitch DernientieffDemientieff , conference chairman . The cooperative conferconfer-confer-
ence

confer-
ence

¬-

ence on "EducationEducation" and thetbe World of Our Children" was organizedorganized-
by

organized-
byby the AFN Human Resources . - Photo by MARGIE BAUMAN
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Strategy SessionSession-
To

Session-
T.o

Session-
ToToT.o. Discuss ,.

Bush EducationEducationBy
By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

AA strategy session billed as a conference on bushbush-
education

bush-
educationeducation gets under way at the University of AlaskaAlaska-
July

Alaska-
JulyJuly 16 , in hopes of making recommendations for im-imim-
proved

im-
'proved

im-
proved

-

proved'proved' rural education a reality .
I'

,

,

At the heart of the conference is a report recomrecom-¬-

mending that enabling legislationlegislation-
forfor the Alaska State OperatedOperated-
Schools

Operated-
SchoolsSchools System be amended toto-
make

to-
makemake the system a transition oneone-
and

one-
andand laying out the steps ofof-
transition

of-
transitiontransition .

The report was prepared byby-
the

by-
thethe UniversityUniversityofof Alaska'sAlaskas' CenCen-Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter
¬-

ter of Northern Education onon-
request

on-
requestrequest of the Alaska Legislalegisla-legisla-
ture

Legisla-
ture

¬-

ture Interim Committee on Pre-PrePre-
Higher

Pre-
Higher

Pre-
Higher

-

Higher Education and the AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-

ka State Department of EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

Educa-
tion

¬-

tion , in cooperation with thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN Human Resources ComCom-Com-
mittee

Com-
mittee

¬-

mittee
mitteeMoreMore than 1,0001000, copies ofof-
the

of-
thethe Pre-HigherPreHigher- Education ReRe-Re-
port

Re-
port

¬-

port have already been distribudistribu-distribu-
ted

distribu-
ted

¬-

ted and the July 16-181618- conferonfer-onferconfer-confer-
ence

onfer-
ence

¬-

ence at the Fairbanks campuscampus-
will

campus-
willwill deal mainly in strategiesstrategies-
toto make recommendations withwith-with-
in

with-
in

¬-

in the report a reality .

"HopefullyHopefully" some recommenrecommen-recommen-
dations

recommen-
dations

¬-

dations will go in August toto-
the

to-
thethe Legislative Budget and AuditAudit-
Committee

Audit-
CommitteeCommittee and candidates (forfor-
political

for-
politicalpolitical office ) will take a posiposi-posi-
tion

posi-
tion

¬-

tion on pre-higherprehigher- education inin-
the

in-
thethe unorganized boroughboro\lghborolgh\ ,,"" saidsaid-
Gordon

said-
GordonGordon Jackson , one of thetfie keykey-
organiz

key-
organizersorganizersorganiz rs of the conference .

presidentforJackson is the vice president
for Human Resources , AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives Inc . , whichwhich-
isis the major sponsor of tliisthustl s '

conference on "EducationEducation" andand-
the

and-
thethe World of Our Children . "

Mitch DernientieffDemientieff of Nena-NenaNena-
na

Nena-
na

Nena-
na

-

na , who was hired on a contractcontract-
basis

contract-
basisbasis to organize the conferenceconferenc ,

will serve as its chairman .

Given full participation fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe regional Native corpora-corporacorpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

-.

tions ,, "II" 11 don'tdont' tliinktnkthinkt\t\ nk the AlaskaAlaska-

Legislature

Alaska-

LegislatureLegislature or state administraadministra-administra-
tion

administra-
tion

¬-

tion can deny the rural AlaskaAlaska-

people
Alaska-

peoplepeople control over the educaeduca-educa-
tional

educa-
tional

¬-

tional system , " DernientieffDemientieffDemientieff-
said

Demientieff-
saidsaid . "ThereforeTherefore" , I would enen-enen-
courage

en-
courage

¬-

courage everyone to come andand-

participate
and-

participateparticipate ,,"" he said .

Over 700 invitations to thethe-
conference

the-
conferenceconference have been mailedmailed-
out

mailed-
outout , to individuals and organizaorganiza-organiza-
tions

organiza-
tions

¬-

tions involved in rural educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion.

"TheThe" strategy ( forf r impleImple-Imple-
menting

imple-
menting

¬-

menting these recommendarecommenda-recommenda-
tions

recommenda-
tions

¬-

tions ) will be developed by thethe-
whole

the-
wholewhole conference , " said JackJack-Jack-
son

Jack-
son

¬-

son, "TheThe" Human ResourcesResources-
Committee

Resources-
CommitteeCommittee will take a look atat-
its

at-
itsits recommendations and dodo-
everything

do-
everythingeverything in its power to im1mim-im-
plement

¬.-

plement them ."
What troubles Jackson most ,

he says , is the prese.nlpresenlpresntpresent!;.
"tri-"tritri"tri-

partide
"tri-

partide
"tri-

partide
" -

partide system" of deliveringdelivering-
educational

delivering-
educationaleducational services to the bush .

"TheThe" State Department ofof-
Education

of-
EducationEducation deals with about 2929-
municipalities

29-
municipalitiesmunicipalities ; SOS provides edcded-eded-
ucation

¬.-

ucation to over 100 rural comcom-com-
m

com-
munities

¬-

munitiesm nities in the unorganized borbor-bor-
ough

bor-
ough

¬-

ough and the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs also funds several schoolsschools-
inin the unorganized borough , "
he said .

"DeliveryDelivery" in a tn-partidetnpartidetn.partldetnpartldetri-partidetri-. syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem can only be an unequitablenequitableunequitable-
way

nequitable-
wayway of providing services in thethe-

Continued
the-

Continued
the-

Continued(Continued on pagee 6)6)
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Contlnulld( ContinuedContlnulld from Page 1)1) ,".
.

iiunorganizedunorganized borough ," JacksonJacksoJaJackso-
concluded

ks nn-
concludedconcluded . '""ProvidingProviding'Providing"'' educaeduceduca-
tional

¬.
yeducaytional servicesservices.inservicesin,.

.in the ,. unorganizunorganitunorgani2unorgani2-
ed

¬.

ed 'boroughborough'
.withwith., localcall contrblcontrolcontrqlcontrql-

will
control-

willwill solve a Jotlot of problemsproblems-
With

,.

With the state and federalfederal
,

govgov-

emment
¬.

ernmentemmenternment,: in charge, the curricucurricu-curricu-
lum

curricu-
lum

¬-

lum has been often irrelevantirrelevanirrelevant-
and

irrelevan-
andand educated students 'rightright', ou'loulou'joujouou'-
jof

ou-
of

'

'"
of the villages ,,"" Jackson saids: d ,. .

Scheduled speakers'speakers
'

for thethe-
threeday

the-
threedaythree-daythreeday-- conference includeinclude-
President

include-
PresidentPresident Roger Lang of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska FederationF deration of "-

of
o- f
'lativelative"!'NativesNatives-

IncInc ., Dr . Frank DarnellDamell of the'
>, Center for NorthernNorthem EducationEducation-Education-

al
¬.-

al Research ; Frank) Peterson , didi-didi-
rector

¬.-

rector of the Kodiak Area NaNa-NaNa-
tive

¬.-
tive Association , KodiakK diak ; BobbyBobby-
Schaeffer

Bobby-
SchaefferSchaeffer , Kotzebue ; MayorMayor-
Eben

Mayor-
EbenEben Hopson , Barrow ; BobBob-
Clark

Bob-
ClarkClark , Dillingham ; Frank Deg-DegDeg-
nan

Deg-
nan

Deg-
nan

--

,nan , Unalakleet ; StateSt te Rep .
WillieW lIie HensJeyHensley , D-KotzebueDKotzebue-- ;

State Sen . John C . Sackett , R-RR-
Galena

R-;.'
Galena; Superintendent of State-StateState-
Operated

State-
Operated

-.
Operated Schools Stan FrieseFriese-
and

Friese-
andand several others ..

The Pro-higherProhigherPre-higherPre- education rereore-rere-
oport

re-
port

¬-

port made a number of recomrecom-recom-
mendations

¬.-
mendationsmendation dealing with thethe-
phasing

the-
phasingphasing out of the present State-StateState-
Operated

State-
Operated

-.

Operated Schools System , notnot-not-
ing

¬.-

ing that neither SOS or the BIABIA-
should

BIA-
shouldshould be responsible for pri-pripd-pdpri-
mary

pd-
Jt13ry

pri-
4wry

-

-Jt13ryJt13ry-mary4wry management of the transitransi-transi-
tion

¬.-

tion process to local schoolschooldis-schooldisschooldis-
trict

dis ¬.-
,'

trict statusstatus . . '.

Rather , the reportteport said , a newnew-
division

new-
divisiondivision of school district develdevel-devel-
opment

¬.-

opment should be establishedestablished-
within

established-
withinwithin the Department of EdEd-Ed-
ucation

Ed-
ucation

¬-

ucation , to manage the transitransi-transi-
tion

¬.-

tion process . The new divisiondivision-
should

division-
shouldshould be funded , the reportreport-
said

report-
saidsaid , withwithanan amount equal toto-
two

to-
twotwo per cent of the currentcurrent-
budget

current-
budgetbudget necessary to operateoperate-
rural

operate-
ruralrural schools.


