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Satellitei e ProjectPrO ject
SenSeJ1 . TedTed StevensStevStevensns haslIas co-coco-

sponsored
coco-

sponsored
-.

sponsoredsponsoredaa billbillto-toto-, authorizeauthorizauthorize-
fundingfunding for a satellitesatell te to concon-concon-
tinue

¬.-
tinue 'thethe'

the communications propro-propro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-
gram , under" ' way through thethe-
newly.Jaunched

the-
newlylaunchednewly-launchednewlylaunchednewly.JaunchednewlyJaunched-. Applied TechTech-Tech-
nology

Tech-
nology

¬-

nology Satellite . .
'.

ATS-6ATS6ATS-6TS6-- , launched May 30 ,

willwilt b.eginbegin.,
bringing educationaleducjtionaleducjtional-

and
educational-

and
;

and rfledicalmedical television commucommu-commu-
nications

commu-
nications

¬-

nicationsnications to 17 interior AlaskanAlaskan-
village.s

Alaskan-
villagesvillagesvillage.s. thistlthisis fall . ,> . '

The projectproj Ct , sponsored jointlyjointjointly-
by

IyIy-

bvbybv the-thetheNational-- National Aeronautics, andand-
Space

and-
SpaceSpace ,. Administration and thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment ofdf Health , EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

,
¬.-

tion and Welfare , will alsoalso'servealsoservealso'serve-
severall

' serveserve-
severalseveralseverallseverallAppalachian' Appalachian and RockyRocky-
Mountain

Rocky-
MountainMountain statesstat s.

However, Stevens said , thetlie ex-exex-
perimenjal

exex-
perimental

-.
perimenjalperimental program is scheduledscheduled-
toto end next year , when the sasa-sasa-
tellite

sa-
tellite

¬-

tellite will be shiftedshifte.d. into anan-
orbit

an-
orbitorbit to permit the government '

of India to beam similar eded-eded-
ucational

¬.-
ucationalucationalprogramming-programmingprogramming.programming-. to < itsits-
remore

its-
remoteremoteremore villages . ;:

"TheThe" 'fhefhe' ATS-6ATS6ATS-6TS6-- satellite projectprdectprdect-
will

project-
will

)
wilwill| bring a new era of comcom-com-
munications

¬.-
munications to much ofofruralruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska ," Stevens said , "EspeciEspeci"Especi-"Especi-
ally

" ¬.-
ally in the area of medical comcom-com-
munications

com-
munications

¬-

munications between villages andnd

' ' 'and-andandcentral.
-:, centralcentr l medicalm'edical facilities ,

this !:.' is a tremendously impor-imporimpor-
ant

impor-
tani

-. *'

lantanitaniproject( ant project . ItIt'would-'would'wouldwould-:
'

be a terter-terter-
rible

¬.-
rible shame totoltollose' lose this newnew-

communications
new-

communicationscommunications ability so soonSOdn .

He said the program couldcoucould-
be

Id
,

be continuedontinued<: through ATS-FATSFAATSF-
prime

TS.FTSFTS.F-
prime

-.
prime , a satellite prepared asas-
a

as-
aa

I

backup for thethe'MaytheMay' May launchingIqul\clIqulcl\ ng.. .

ISinceSinceSince the original satellite waswas-
laun2hed

was-
launchedlaunchedlaun2hedlaunched and orbitted successsuccess-
fully

'.
fully ;;, Stevens .saidsaid. , the spacespace-
agency

space-
agencyagency has no present plans forfQrfQ-
rlaunched

for-
launchedlaunched and orbited successsuccess-success-
fullYf

success-
fully

¬-

fullyfullYf;. Stevens said , the spacespace-
agency

space-
agencyagencyagency has no present plans forfor-
the

for-
thethe backup satellitesatellite-

The
.,

,

TheTh bill Stevens co-sponsoredcosponsored'co-spol\sorcd'cospolsorcd'cospolsorcd-
would

'cosponsored-
would

--- '\wouldwouldauthorize.authorizeauthorize., expenditure of
$41.7-41.7$41.7417$41.7241.724172$41.7million$4141$ .. 7-: million for the follow-upfollowupfollowup-
satellite

followup-
satellite

--
satelliesatellite| , the amount estimatedestimated-
toto completec mplete preparation andand-
launch

and-
launchlaunch ATS-FATSFATS-FTSF- prime ,.

The senator said hopefullyhopefully-
thethe bill will pass in time forfor-
funds

for-
fundsfunds .toto.

to beb included iniii a sup"=¬

plemental appropriations packpack-pack-
lge

pack-
age

¬-

agelge later this year .

This , he said , could get thethe-
satellite

the-
satellitesatellite in orbit in timeme toto-
continue

to-
continuecontinue the various communicommuni-communicommuni-
cations

¬.-
cations programs withoutwithoutwithout-
lengthy

without-
lengthylengthy interruption .


