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Helena Ivan gets help from her teacher, Joanne Kurz, as Stephanie lvan concenirates
on her own studies. Both are students in the Akiak IRA school

Akiak: a Tale of two schools

By BILL HESS

Tundra Timds Siafi

Inside a small school building
in Akiak, the student body of

| 2 has gathered for a day of

academie . work, For a tiny
rural village, this is not unusu-
al. The teacher, Joanne Kurz, is
kept busy moving from one
student to another; taking the
time to explain one problem
o one and then a totally dil
ferent one to another, Consid-
eting that each ol these stu
dents are working at dillerent
grade levels and are wrestling
with guestions o varying ditti
culties, this s not unusual

What is unusual 15 that the
school s one of two in Akiak
a village on the Lower husko
kwim with less than 200 res
idents, and 0t b5 run nor by
the State ol Alaska the Bui
gan of Indian Abtairs, D by
the Indian Reorganiealion Act

village tribal council of Akak
It is a statement by the councit
on Native sovereignly and sell
dele rmmation

Martin Ivan was the peoject
director of the tribal council
of Akiak betore he hecame
president of the Alaska Village
Council Presidents about three
months ago. He recalls the
efforts by the village o se1 up
and run s own school as a
long struggle, and a hard one

“The old Bureau of Indian
Altairs  schood was
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by the Unined States Congress
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Students are tutored in Yu-

pic, not punished for speaking
1

' Martin notes that even now,
there are education ofTicials in

:

' the BIA and state school sys.

tems who do not look kindly
on the IRA school, and would
like to see it shut down. The
funding contract currently in
operation with the BIA runs
through 1982. The bureau
is sttempling to close down
its own schools throughout the
state, and Ivan does not know
what will happen when the
contract  expires. “Maybe
they'll try 1o phase us out,” he
says.

Whatever, Ivan promises that
the village will seek ways to
keep the school running.
“Someday, 1 would like to

see all the elementary siudents
in Akiak attending the IRA
school,” he says.
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schools, with no real hostili-
Lies.

“The other school has been

" really cooperative,” says Kurz,

who rotates teaching shifts on
one salary with Eric Madsen.
“We wse their gym two days
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1 week, We share ideas and
frustrations. The kids play
back and forth. It's nice
that people have a choice
where to send their children.”

“I. feel that it's been to the
betterment of the kids 1o
some extent,” agrees Carlion
Kuhns, the 25-yearold prin-
cipal of the REAA school
Kuhns notes that the facility
which he oversees is already
filled to .apacity, and admits
it couldd put a strain on their
capabilities if they had 10
absorb  the dozem students
from the IRA school. There
are plans to enlarge the cur.
rent structure, and this situa-
tion could change in the fu-
ture.

Ivan stresses that one advan-
tage he sees in the IRA operal-
ing its own school is that
the council has the opportuni-
ty to interview polential
teachers. “Some foreign body
that we mnever see does nol
make the. decision, and then
send in teachers who do not
know what they are getting
into,” he explains,

Twelve-year-old Helena Ivan
is pleased with her IRA school,
and particularly enjoys the
books there. “My favorite
books are the Little House
books, by Laura Ingalls Wil
der,” she claims. *The library
is by our front door. | like it

‘?m the books in it are

Ivan is determined thar Hel-

ena’s school will remain open.
“We felt the way the BIA
taught us, they failed.™ he ex-
plains. “We like the oppor.
tunity to do it on our own.
We know. We have experienced
living in a two language sys.
tem.”



