ICAS, AEWC clash on
whaling authority

By LINDA LORD-JENKING

Tundra Times Editor
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Whaling disagreement

i ontimued from Page One)

annual  meeting o oullaw
the anpual  whaling  census
which s conducted by national
sulenit e organizat pns

Fhe census this year will be
aided m great part by the
Sonth Slope whaling captains
theniselves, because of recent
actecments between the NUAA
and 1the AEWC but the tele.

pram would mdicate o e
olside census would be gl
ceplable.

He saud that tormerly agreed.
L Pake linits alss wall be
vast aside. The telegram stated
that the Inupiat position on
the “loupiat level of harvest
will be no more than two
peicent of the best known
population.”

That harvest could well be
more than the bowhead catch
limit mandated by the Interna-

tnonal  Whaling  Commission
which  two  years ago  sel

as the total three-
vear  maximum  calch  himit.

The IWC estimates a low of
2500 whales in the bowheads
1w hve throughout the world.

A two percent take of that
population  would  he 50
whales.

| hat  population estimate
has been disputed repeatedly
by the whalmg caplams, how.
ever, whoo met with sceniisis
s winter an the first confer:
e ol captams amd scientisis
Fhe comberence was sponsored
v the AEWO amd the census
methods were the mam topi
v dise usgiom,

At that meeting, the whal
g captains agreed 1o help o

ihis '_l,i.".'djlh wligle census

Both men pomt 1o the 1973
pesolution as  the  basis  for
thew difterent positions on the
maller.

Meahok wamntains that res
vlution 7K 14 omly Tormed the
AEWU but didn™t state tha
the AEWC could operate wit-
oul [UCAS permssion.

The ALWC, savs Neakok | s
seeking 10 sl oup a countri
of ity own, Legally, the 1CAS
in all suits 1s the only one 1o
epresent the people.

“Hesolunion  7R-14 dudn’
spell out the dutes of the
AEWC,” sapd Neakok.

Brower disagrees and says
that the AE s the only
group 1o represent the whalers

hecause it i made up of
whialing caplains.,
Brower also seems 1w dis-

pute the ICAS sovereignty
hattle when he points oot that
the ICAS was established by a
tederal law. “If ihey were
formed under the federal law,
then they don't exist if their
claim is true. The North Slope
Borough 15 a duly constituted
government and s represen-
tatives are duly eleciéd by the
people from the North Slope ™

“The AEWC has the au-
ordy 1o count the popula.
tion and we will count.” syid
Brower.

As the Tuwmdrg Times was
nearing  press  fime Monda)
might, we learmed that the firn
whale of the 98] geragon was
taken in Savoonga. The whale
wus reportediy a d4-faof fe-
miale bt flurcher information
wils wnavailahle '



