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The IndianIndian Child'Child' Welfare Act and-and- the recent round oftit
federal ,6udget6udgetMidget, hutsuts has created a truly "CatchWCatchW"C4iC4i" :h'-2"h'h2"2'

-? "
ituatjonsituation , which wouldwould border on, the ludicrous werewere, ijtit
not so tragic in its consequences.consequencesconsequences.consequences. i

The ICWAIOWA was passed three years ago totd iitsureghaiinsure that ,

all American Native children are not removed 'fromfrom'frontfront' '

their homes at tliethe alarmingly fast rate that , theyIheyl; have
beenbeers for years.years. *

The Act requires that if a Native child isishaving
?, ,
having serse (.*

ious problems at home , and faces removal frpmfrom thathit(

home , every attempt be made to keepkeep'hiynkeephiyn
'

him in his )iome.iomeome.ome.

If that fails , the child must cithereither be placed with a suitsuit--
able relative , or , next , with someone from the same
cultural background.background .

But , the Act is a federal law , and adoptions are the ,

province of the state , which frequently Ignores the.the. ,

law.lawtaw.taw. To force state compliance with the Act takes aa-''

lot of money that is oftenprten unavailableunavailible tp'poortppoortopoor', Indian
families.families . And federalYederal money to imptenientimplement'jis'-implement'jis'implementjis' ts'

-
own

uis inin'tightintight'tight supply these days.days.,

According to its own regulations, DIABIA grant requesteesrequititcies ,,

under (thishis law must be given "technicaltechnical-teclinical.teclinical."-
., assistance"assistance,",'

to bring these requests up to BIA minimum standardssiandards
so theythey-- aren'tarentarWt.rejectedarWtrejected' .rejectedrejected.

solely for that reasonreasort t.t( .

One 'suctvsuctv' sUc"sUc" requestecrequestee - the Aleutian PribllofPribilof Island ,

AssociationAssdciatloh r-r- 'inin' 1981 appealed its grant rejectionirejectiorl
because the IBIA1 had not given (thishis "technicaltechnical" assistance.assistance."
Their17heir appealapp'ed.wasapped.wasappedwas' .

,was upheld - but more thanthin a yearyeat after
the money forf6r 1981198t was appropriated'appropriated' , awardedawar4# an-

d

atd-
.at-
d

! .

'

,
spent'spentspeni.speni'. Thus, the APIA w6nwon a moral but veryver 'JfllwwJfllww'shallow
victory.victory.

For fiscal 1982 in Alaska.Alaska., $990.000990.000990000S990.000S990000$ . was allocated
to the ICWA program.program . Nearly three times that amount ,

was requested.requested. Of the'the' 20 grant requests made to the
, BIA , fuUy/lorganitationswere-fuUylorganitationswerefully/j,[1

,

, organizations ,were.deniedweredenied
'

-., enied.NcausethcyeniedNcausethcy( .b4cause jhc, Y

did notineethcsenotmieftGeie, (, minimumm1himuln BlAjcquirements.BlAjcquirementsDIA'DIA jecluirem liks.liks.
' '-
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It is
*

almostalrh ost certai-
n

certain-
..

thatthit theth'e Uf3 corporationsoiatlons will
appealappeat andan4 * furtherrurt

, j , almostlrnost .certaincertain.cerialn thethekappials, appeals :will be
upheld

'
iln'c6uft.ilnc6uft.ilnc6uftin

'

court.court. I, -P

The BIA'atguedBIAatguedBIA 'argued that ihe whole'whole' appeal wasWas a waste.
of time because'thebecausetheb0adsethe', 1981 money'wasmoneywasmoni6y"Wasmoni6yWas"' spent'ThatspentThatspentiThat,,

'
,
' arguargu'-argu'argu'-

ment was , unsuccessful in'in' countcourt , 'but'but'
Tbut'Tbut' true 'inin

'

In fact'ractract'

And that scenariok9nario fs'isis'
likelylikily; tpto bebt repealedrepeated this comingeorkq

year.year. ' .

It seems clear that .-ifi-f.If .thethe.'the BIA\comptiedBIAcomptied81komptied,41'd81komptied41d\
,
ai

' d brouglitbrought
eacleackgrantgrant seekerseelker upup"toupto"to grade ,, thcre.wouldn't.bethcrewouldnt.bethcrewouldntbethere.'Wobldn'tbethere.WobldntbethereWobldntbe.' ' ,. enough

' ' '

money to
,

go'aroun'-

d

goaroun-

d

jo arounil'inywaj.11learounilinywaj.11learounilinywaj11leanyway.'Theanyway.TheanywayThe.
' moneymoncy-'alwaysmoncy-always

,
'always couldcbuld ,be

divideddivided"evenlydividedevenly'evenlyevenly'" among .eacheach. grant , seekerseelker.seelker;. In10hafI
that way ,$

'

isome
,

,some assistance - no mattermattei howhow'' meagertneageqt, i couldould be
grantedgran"ted

"

.toto3o. each'tachtach;'

'
group.group'group.' ... ThenIlien the'the'

, , questionquesiion isjisIr; *do you
wantfant a wliolewhole programp'rog'6riprog6ri'

ofa6fapatch.work'0roVainT16fapatch.work0roVainT16fapatchwork0roVainT1patchwork'patchwork
.

'

ThereThere seemsseemi jio good answer to .this.014014 dilemma.dilemmaddeirnma.ddeirnma ..;'
IfIf-'the.Ifthe.If'the.the- ' the . regulationregul&tIoniregultIoni& ,, are complied6mplied'with6mpliedwith'

,.'withwith'
# the BIA stillsid

wouldn't'havewouldnthavewouldn'thave' ', thc\moneythcmoneythvmoney\, , ButUui If( f thethejegulat.regulationsregulations., ions awi'fawifarent'
t complied 'withwith'w-'lthw-lth' , thedit corporationseorporations , seeking mm4neyncy feel

, cheated.cheatedc'heatedheated
'

., 'ThW-'ThWThW'The/The/- appeal butbVt can.can. win '-nothinijn- othinij' nothing |", on thatdisi
' " 'appeal.appealippeal. , ,
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all , federalNOW Jundsfor'
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implementationjilnptementation6fll.fiijilnptementation6fllfii
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\ And Impaled oa-'theoa-the6nAiltorns'ofifilis6nAiltornsofifilis' horns 'of thu dilemmadlle"PdlleP" hma'hma'.areare., rj notottlllethe
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